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President visits
H awkeye State
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President Donald Trump reacts Jan. 27 as he walks among diners, accompanied by Republican U.S. Rep. Zach Nunn and
Nunn’s daughter, Olympia, in Machine Shed restaurant in Urbandale. KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS

Trump visits Iowa restaurant before giving speech
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President Donald Trump touched
down in Iowa Tuesday, Jan. 27, for a
speech about the economy but immedi-
ately faced questions about his admini-
stration’s immigration enforcement in
Minneapolis.

Air Force One landed at the Des
Moines International Airport just before
2 p.m., taking Trump to the Machine
Shed restaurant in Urbandale, where he
spoke with reporters.

Trump called the shooting of 37-
year-old Alex Pretti in Minneapolis by
Border Patrol agents “very unfortunate,”
but he added, “I don’t like that he had a
gun.”

“Everybody in this room, we view
that as a very unfortunate incident,
OK?” Trump said when asked if the
thought the shooting was justified. “.. I

Protesters chant and wave signs outside the Horizon Event Center in Clive
before Trump arrives for his Jan. 27 speech. ZACH BOYDEN-HOLMES/THE REGISTER
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in Minnesota. 6A
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Plans to transform a deteriorating
Des Moines elementary school into an
arts academy are moving forward.

Des Moines City Council members
unanimously agreed to move forward
with demolishing the century-old
Moulton Elementary School, 1541
Eighth St., at a meeting on Monday,
Jan. 26, forgoing city staff’s recom-
mendation to consider whether to pre-
serve the structure as a local land-
mark.

Moulton reflects a simplified archi-
tecture with elements of Tudor Reviv-
al, similar to styles of other Des
Moines schools built at the time, in-
cluding Lincoln and Roosevelt high
schools, according to a council memo.
The school was eventually renamed in
honor of Emma Case Moulton, a teach-
er who taught there when it was North
High.

Des Moines Public Schools leaders
intend to knock down the elementary
school as part of plans to overhaul the
district, updating its buildings, tech-
nology and programs. School district
voters in November decisively passed
the $265 million bond to fund the
multi-year Reimagining Education,
Reinvigorating Schools plan.

In the elementary school’s place, a
new building would become the Moul-
ton Arts Academy, a performing and
visual arts school.

On Monday, City Council members
were left to decide whether to refer the
district’s request to demolish Moulton
to the city’s Historic Preservation
Commission and seek alternatives for
the school district’s art program, or al-
low the district to knock the building
down as planned. Des Moines city
leaders said the school’s building, with
its local historic value and distinct ar-
chitecture, could qualify for landmark

See SCHOOL, Page 5A

In the elementary school’s
place, a new building would
become the Moulton Arts
Academy, a performing and
visual arts school.
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