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he Georgian Young Lawyers’ Asso-

ciation (GYLA) said the European
Union’s 2026 Report on Georgia once
again confirms the alarming state of hu-
man rights in the country.

In a statement, the organisation said
the report, which covers the period from
1 September 2025 to 1 September 2026,
describes an “extremely grave reality”
and, as previous editions did, points to a
continued decline in Georgia’s progress
towards EU accession. “The report itself
indicates that the country has been ex-
periencing a deterioration in fundamen-
tal rights for the third consecutive year,”
GYLA said, adding that this “once again
confirms the dire situation” that local
rights defenders, international
organisations and monitoring mecha-
nisms have flagged for three years.

According to GYLA, the report says
human rights have been “significantly
restricted and undermined” by repressive
legislation that infringes on freedom of
expression, assembly and association, as
well as the principles of equality and non-
discrimination.

The organization said legal safeguards
against torture and other ill-treatment
“remain inadequate,” with unsatisfactory
responses to incidents and weak follow-
up examinations. Georgia has yet to ad-
dress gaps in the Code of Administrative
Offences, GYLA said, including deficien-
cies in procedural guarantees, unclear
standards of proof and “the absence of an
effective right to appeal detention deci-
sions.”

The report points to a lack of adequate
accountability for police violence. It notes
that the Prosecutor General’s Office
charged five police officers in May 2026
with abuse of official authority over vio-
lence during the 2024 demonstrations,
but that “the vast majority of cases” in-
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volving torture and ill-treatment by law
enforcement remain uninvestigated. It
also says no independent investigation
has been carried out into allegations that
chemical substances were mixed into the
water cannons used against protesters

in 2024.

Legislation governing assemblies re-
mains restrictive, GYLA said, and devel-
opments over the period point to “the
gradual entrenchment of restrictive po-
licing practices” at both the legislative

and practical levels.

Freedom of expression has deteriorated
for the third consecutive year, according
to the statement. GYLA said the safety
of journalists and the media environment
continue to be “negatively affected by sys-
tematic incidents of harassment, intimi-
dation and attacks” against independent
and critical outlets, including online cam-
paigns whose scale is amplified by pro-
government media.

The report records a further decline in
the state of democracy over the period,
GYLA said. It says the proceedings be-
fore the Constitutional Court seeking to
ban the main opposition parties “pose a
threat to the foundations of the country’s
democracy.”

The authorities have taken no steps
towards comprehensive electoral reform
despite longstanding recommendations,
the organization said. The report assesses
that the October 2025 local self-govern-
ment elections took place in a “highly
polarised and repressive environment”
that significantly undermined the com-
petitiveness and transparency of the pro-
cess.

The justice sector has also deteriorated
for the third year running, GYLA said.
The report expresses concern that the
“harsh and disproportionate sentences”
imposed on demonstrators suggest the
judicial system is being used as an in-
strument for enforcing a repressive
mechanism.

The report stresses that last year’s
recommendations remain
unimplemented and relevant, and calls
on the state to take immediate action to
implement them.

BY MESSENGER STAFF

Inﬂation in Georgia will aver-
age 5.4% this year and slow
to 3.5% on average in 2027, pro-
vided the conflict in the Middle

East subsides in the coming
months, National Bank Presi-
dent Natia Turnava told
Parliament’s Finance and Bud-
get Committee.

Turnava was presenting the
draft main directions of mon-
etary and foreign exchange
policy for 2027-2029.

The forecast is the bank’s up-
dated baseline scenario, all other
things being equal, and it de-
pends largely on global develop-
ments, energy prices in particu-
lar. Under it, inflation begins to
decline next year and ap-
proaches the 3% target in the
second half of 2027.

The projection assumes the situ-
ation in the Middle East stabilizes
and the resulting price pressures
gradually fade. “This is a factor
beyond our control, but our
baseline forecast is based on this
assumption,” Turnava said. “Un-
certainty in this regard remains
high, and risks remain acute.”

The National Bank tightened

its policy rate by 0.25 percent-
age points in May 2026, a pre-
ventive move against external
shocks and the risk of second-
round effects. The rate stands at
8.25% and has not changed
since.

The aim, Turnava said, is for
inflation to return to target
quickly once the shocks pass.
The bank is “equally prepared to
tighten policy further” if exter-
nal shocks intensify and so-called
second-round effects appear. If
external factors ease in line with
the baseline, it is ready to start
loosening gradually. For now, it
is keeping the rate relatively
tight and watching external de-
velopments closely.

The National Bank has no
plans in the coming years for a
widespread issuance of the digi-
tal Lari, Turnava said, includ-
ing a so-called retail digital Lari,
meaning a digital currency held
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Turnava Says Inflation to Fall to 3.5%
in 2027 if Middle East Conflict Eases




