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Georgian Dream Parliament
Speaker Shalva Papua-

shvili has accused the European
Commission of using “Soviet
methods” against Georgia and
argued that the EU’s policies are
contributing to a wider crisis of
identity across Europe.

Speaking to journalists about
the European Commission’s up-
coming enlargement report, due
on November 4, Papuashvili
said Brussels was choosing con-
frontation, pressure and coercion
over dialogue with Georgia.

“We are sitting at the dialogue
table with the European Union
and waiting for EU representa-
tives to join us, but instead they
are choosing a confrontational
path,” he said, describing the
Commission’s foreign policy as
“immature” and arguing that its
approach also affected other can-
didate countries.

Papuashvili accused the
Commission’s leadership of re-
taining Soviet-era methods in its
dealings with smaller countries,
saying that despite their back-
grounds, its leaders had failed to
abandon practices associated
with the Soviet Union.

He also linked recent protests
in several European cities to
what he described as a crisis of
European identity. According to
Papuashvili, curfews and the
use of force against demonstra-

Papuashvili Accuses EU of ‘Soviet Methods’
Toward Georgia, Says Europe Faces Identity Crisis

tors would not resolve the under-
lying problem, which he charac-
terized as a civilizational crisis.

“The European Union is driv-
ing Europe toward a
civilizational abyss,” he said,
arguing that the bloc needed to
reconsider its identity and the
values on which it stands.

Papuashvili claimed that
scenes of violence in European

cities resembled those witnessed
in Georgia, including in their
visual presentation. Referring to
images from demonstrations, he
remarked that torches were be-
ing used “as machine guns.”

He further accused EU insti-
tutions of applying double stan-
dards by condemning violence in
other countries while overlook-
ing incidents in Georgia when

protesters carried European
Union flags.

“When you turn a blind eye
to this violence in Georgia, you
will receive this violence in your
own capital,” Papuashvili said,
arguing that the EU’s response
to events in Georgia had conse-
quences for other European
countries.

He maintained that the Geor-

gian Dream government re-
mained willing to engage in dia-
logue with Brussels, while ac-
cusing the European Commis-
sion of undermining European
values through its confronta-
tional approach. His remarks
came ahead of the Commission’s
annual assessment of EU can-
didate countries, scheduled for
November 4.
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Hearings resumed Monday
at the Constitutional Court

of Georgia in Batumi as judges
continued examining a lawsuit
filed by 88 lawmakers from the
ruling Georgian Dream party
seeking to declare five opposition
parties unconstitutional and ban
their activities.

The lawsuit targets Unity–
National Movement, Coalition for
Change, Strong Georgia–Lelo,
the Federalist Party, and
Gakharia for Georgia. If the
court upholds the petition, the
parties could be prohibited from
operating, with significant con-
sequences for political represen-
tation and competition in Geor-
gia.

Procedural disputes marked
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the initial hearings, held from
October 21 to 23. On Friday, rep-
resentatives of Gakharia for
Georgia, supported by lawyers for
the United National Movement,
Strong Georgia–Lelo, and Coali-
tion for Change, requested a one-
month postponement to prepare
their defence. The court rejected
the motion, as well as other re-
quests submitted by opposition
representatives during the first
three days of proceedings.

On Monday, however, the
court partially granted a sepa-
rate motion by Gakharia for
Georgia to admit additional evi-
dence, including video record-
ings, news reports, and state-
ments by Georgian Dream offi-
cials. It admitted some of the


