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Kobakhidze Awaits Court Ruling on Georgian
Dream Bid to Ban Opposition Parties

BY MESSENGER STAFF

Georgian Dream Prime Min-
ister Irakli Kobakhidze said
on Monday that the government
was awaiting a Constitutional
Court decision on its lawsuit
seeking to ban several opposition
parties, while dismissing re-
ported disagreements among
judges hearing the case.

“First of all, we are waiting
for the decision of the Constitu-
tional Court of Georgia. I think
after this decision we will all rest
together,” Kobakhidze told re-
porters.

Georgian Dream party has
asked the Constitutional Court
to declare several opposition po-
litical groups unconstitutional
and prohibit their activities. The
case initially targeted Unity-
National Movement, Coalition for
Change and Strong Georgia.
Georgian Dream later withdrew
its original lawsuit and filed a
revised version that also named
the Federalists.

The case is significant because
a court ruling in favour of the
government would remove ma-
jor opposition forces from
Georgia’s political system.

Kobakhidze was asked about
reports of disagreements among
Constitutional Court judges over
whether to accept the lawsuit for
consideration. He said he had no
information about the court’s
internal discussions and argued
that differences between judges
would be normal.

“As for the situation in the
Constitutional Court, this is not
our business,” he said. “Of
course, if there 1s a difference of
opinion, thisis a healthy process;
in any court there may be dif-
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fering views among the judges
on this or that issue.”

He said the court alone was
responsible for deciding how to
proceed with the case.

“However, this is entirely the
court’s business from start to
finish; I cannot tell you what the
situation is there,” Kobakhidze
said.

He also used the opportunity
to criticise the opposition, say-
ing its internal disputes showed
that it was losing strength.

“There 1s a difficult situation
in the opposition and difficult
processes are unfolding, and all
of this is an echo of weakness,”
he said. “When any organism
weakens, this then has its mani-
festations, and in this case con-
frontation with one another and
insults are an expression of
that.”

Georgian Dream first filed the
constitutional case in 2025, seek-
ing to ban three major opposi-
tion forces: Unity-National

Movement, Coalition for Change
and Strong Georgia. The party
later moved to submit a corrected
version after the opposition re-
grouped, adding the Federalists
to the case.

Georgian Dream has argued
that the parties targeted by the
lawsuit are linked to the former
United National Movement gov-
ernment and have acted against
Georgia’s constitutional order.
Opposition groups and critics
have rejected the government’s

efforts to outlaw them, warning
that the move would further
weaken political competition.

Kobakhidze said the govern-
ment would announce any
changes concerning the lawsuit.

“As for our lawsuit, if there is
any change in this regard, we will
definitely inform you,” he said.

The Constitutional Court’s
decision will determine whether
the government’s effort to ban
the named opposition parties can
move forward.

Ex-Georgian Defense Minister Gets Sentence Cut
to Three Years in Plea Deal

BY MESSENGER STAFF
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Minister Juansher
Burchuladze had his 10-year
prison sentence reduced to three
years under a second plea agree-
ment, part of two criminal cases
tied to an alleged corrupt scheme
involving the purchase of medi-
cal equipment during his time
leading the ministry.

The Court of Appeals approved
the deal on September 14. It
marks the second time
Burchuladze’s sentence has been
reduced through a plea agree-
ment, this time affecting his
original sentence from the medi-
cal equipment case.

Prosecutors said the reduced

sentences follow Burchuladze’s
cooperation with investigators,
work that also fed into new brib-
ery charges against jailed former
Prime Minister Irakli
Garibashvili.

Burchuladze and several as-
soclates were convicted in April
in the first case connected to the
procurement deal. Burchuladze
received 10 years on charges of
abuse of office and large-scale
money laundering. In Septem-
ber, weeks after Garibashvili
was charged with bribe-taking
in the same case, prosecutors
brought fresh bribery charges
against Burchuladze and a rela-
tive.
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