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Georgian Dream President
Mikheil Kavelashvili at-

tended the opening session of the
UN Global Dialogue on AI Gov-
ernance in Geneva on July 6 and
held a separate meeting with UN
Secretary-General António
Guterres.

The forum marks the UN
General Assembly’s first dedi-
cated platform for coordinating
global approaches to the over-
sight of artificial intelligence.
Representatives from all UN
member states attended, along-
side participants from the pri-
vate sector, civil society,
academia, and the technical
community, gathered to com-
pare practices and work toward
shared governance standards.

Speaking in Georgian,
Kavelashvili told delegates that
AI’s rapid development affects all
three pillars of UN work: peace
and security, human rights, and
sustainable development. He
warned that misuse of the tech-
nology “may distort perceptions
of reality to such an extent that
it triggers global instability.”

He placed particular empha-
sis on cultural and linguistic
identity, saying: “Language and
culture are the foundation of our
civilization. If artificial intelli-
gence causes us to lose control
over them, the very essence of
humanity and the future of hu-
mankind will be at risk.”

Kavelashvili also addressed
the resources needed to build
advanced AI systems, arguing

Kavelashvili Addresses UN’s First AI Governance
Forum, Meets Guterres in Geneva

that the scale of investment re-
quired creates dangerous con-
centrations of power. “This un-
precedented concentration of
power must not become a weapon
of totalitarian control and a new
digital tyranny that undermines
national sovereignty and indi-
vidual freedom,” he said.

He called on the international
community to establish shared
rules for AI, describing it as “our
shared responsibility to build a
solid international legal architec-
ture” to prevent “geopolitical
chaos” and ensure the technol-
ogy serves “the well-being, secu-
rity, and stability of all human-

ity rather than the domination
of individual actors.”

Following his address,
Kavelashvili met privately with
Guterres. In a social media post
afterward, he said he reaffirmed
Georgia’s readiness to continue
cooperating within the UN
framework and to support initia-

tives that strengthen peace and
sustainable development. He
said he also raised the impor-
tance of international backing
for Georgia’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and re-
newed his invitation for Guterres
to visit the country.
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Anti-government protesters
who have held daily demon-

strations on Tbilisi’s Rustaveli
Avenue have sent an open letter
to the European Union and its
member states, pledging to keep
protesting until “political prison-
ers” are freed, Georgia’s EU path
is restored, and free and fair
elections take place.

Rally participants read the
letter aloud in Georgian on July
5 in front of the parliament build-
ing. The move comes as the daily
protests near their 600th day,
counting from November 28,
2024, when the Georgian Dream
government announced it would
not pursue EU integration “un-
til 2028,” a month after the dis-
puted October 26 parliamentary
elections. That announcement
triggered mass protests.

Tbilisi Protesters Send Open Letter to EU,
Vow to Continue Until Elections Held

Turnout at the daily demon-
strations has thinned over time
amid stricter protest-related re-
strictions, though larger Satur-
day marches continue in Tbilisi,
and smaller daily protests per-
sist in other cities including
Kutaisi, Zugdidi, and Batumi.

The letter states that protest-
ers are continuing their action
to defend “Georgia’s European
future, the rule of law, human
rights, and the free development
of our society.” It describes Geor-
gia as an inseparable part of
European civilization and points
to Article 78 of the Constitution,
which enshrines the country’s
European and Euro-Atlantic as-
pirations.

It argues that Georgia has
been left out of an EU integra-
tion process that has benefited


