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EU Ambassador to Georgia
Pawel Herczynski used a

Europe Day event in Tbilisi on
May 9 to deliver a pointed mes-
sage about Georgia’s stalled path
toward EU membership, draw-
ing a sharp response from Geor-
gian Dream officials who called
him a “tragic person” and
skipped the event entirely.

Herczynski framed the EU as
a longstanding and reliable part-
ner. “Since the restoration of in-
dependence, we have stood by
Georgia, by you, as a strong and
reliable partner,” he said, de-
scribing the EU as “a space of
diversity, where each state not
only preserves, but also strength-
ens its culture, identity and tra-
ditions.” He said Georgia is ad-
mired in Europe “precisely for its
uniqueness and rich culture.”

Herczynski also said Georgia
had recently “stopped moving
towards the European Union,”
adding that anti-European
rhetoric was “further damaging
the friendship built over the
years and the hope of genera-
tions.” He argued that EU mem-
bership remains “the best way
to maintain peace and prosper-
ity,” citing nearly 80 years of EU
history as evidence. He con-
cluded with a direct appeal: “For-
ward, Georgia, forward!”

Despite the critical message,
Herczynski said the EU had not
written Georgia off. “We do not
lose hope that Georgia will one
day become a member of the
European Union. Therefore, we
are ready to renew our work to-
gether to achieve this goal,” he
said.

EU Ambassador Warns Georgia Drifting From Europe
a normal practice in European
politics,” he wrote.

He also touched on economic
pressure, saying the EU had
demanded Georgia participate in
economic confrontation with
Russia without offering security
guarantees or economic support,
which he argued would threaten
Georgia’s economic and regional
stability.

Concluding the letter,
Papuashvili called on the EU to
halt what he described as hos-
tile rhetoric and to return to dia-
logue based on “peace, coopera-
tion, and unity grounded in re-
spect for nations and their iden-
tities.”

Irakli Kobakhidze did not at-
tend the event. “Mr. Herczynski
has been doing everything he can
to spoil relations between Geor-
gia and the European Union for
years,” Kobakhidze told journal-
ists. “He was tasked with
strengthening and deepening
relations between the European
Union and Georgia, and in fact,
he did everything to the con-
trary, because he had such a
task. He is a tragic person; the
event that is being held under
his leadership, unfortunately,
does not have much value.”

Papuashvili also stayed away,
saying he had no desire to attend
what he expected would be “an-
other anti-government rally or-
ganized by the EU.” He ques-
tioned whether opposition fig-
ures he linked to past unrest
would appear at the event, say-
ing their presence “shows who
is really behind the hatred, vio-
lence, confrontation and radical-

Before the event, Georgian
Dream Parliament Speaker
Shalva Papuashvili published an
open letter to Herczynski on so-
cial media. The letter focused on
the symbolic meaning of the 9th
of May and the founding prin-
ciples behind the EU.
Papuashvili repeatedly quoted
Robert Schuman, one of the
EU’s founding figures, arguing
that modern European policy
had moved away from his vision.

Papuashvili criticized
Herczynski’s Europe Day mes-
sage from last year, saying the
ambassador had chosen to ignore

the end-of-war anniversary and
instead focused on political
claims against Georgia. “There
is no family in Georgia that did
not suffer losses during the war.

Separating Europe Day from
Victory Day is unacceptable for
us,” he wrote, calling on the EU
to pay tribute to the 300,000
Georgians who died fighting fas-
cism.

Papuashvili accused the EU
of pursuing policies “aimed at
deepening confrontation and in-
tensifying divisions,” citing what
he called “unjust and politically
motivated resolutions of the Eu-

ropean Parliament, numerous
threats of political and economic
retaliation, and constant inter-
ference in Georgia’s internal af-
fairs.”

One of the sharpest sections
addressed violence and radical-
ism. Papuashvili claimed EU
representatives had failed to pub-
licly condemn what he described
as an “attempted coup” linked to
events on October 4 last year.
“For more than seven months,
not a single senior European of-
ficial has publicly condemned
this attempted coup, as if violent
overthrows of governments were CONTINUED FROM Page 2
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Kevin Hamilton, NATO’s
newly appointed Special

Representative for the Caucasus
and Central Asia, wrapped up a
visit to Georgia this week that
included meetings with senior
Georgian Dream ministers, a
stop at a key military training
facility, and a trip to the occu-
pation line with Tskhinvali/
South Ossetia.

Hamilton assumed the role in
March. His visit comes against
a backdrop of strained NATO-
Georgia relations following the
2024 parliamentary elections
and their aftermath, which, ac-
cording to NATO Secretary Gen-
eral Mark Rutte’s 2025 annual
report, led to cooperation being
“reprioritised.”

Hamilton met Georgian

NATO’s New Caucasus Envoy Visits Georgia, Meets
Georgian Dream Officials, Sees Occupation Line

Dream Foreign Minister Maka
Botchorishvili on May 7. The
Georgian Foreign Ministry said
the two discussed the agenda for
NATO-Georgia relations, with
the conversation focusing on po-
litical dialogue, practical coop-
eration with the Alliance, and
NATO’s support for Georgia’s
defense capabilities.

The situation in Georgia’s oc-
cupied territories also came up,
along with the regional security
environment and what the min-
istry described as “global chal-
lenges and the importance of
peace and stability for Georgia.”

The ministry said Hamilton
“expressed gratitude to the Geor-
gian side for its contribution to
the strengthening of common
Euro-Atlantic security and     re-
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