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Water Authority president,
executive director dies

BY ALBA ROSA
alrosa@macon.com

Ron Shipman, the president
and executive director of the
Macon Water Authority, died
Friday evening, the authority
announced.

He was appointed the interim
president and executive director
in 2022 before the role became
official. Shipman “provided
steady leadership and a deep

commitment to
public service,”
the MWA said in
its news release
Friday.

“During his
tenure, he worked
closely with the
Authority’s Board
of Directors,
employees and community
partners to advance critical
water, sewer and stormwater
infrastructure projects that sup-

Ron
Shipman

port the health, safety and eco-
nomic vitality of Macon-Bibb
County,” the news release said.
Shipman worked for Georgia
Power for more than three dec-
ades, holding “multiple lead-
ership roles prior to his retire-
ment,” the news release said.
After, Shipman joined the
MWaA, bringing “that extensive
experience and a collaborative
leadership style to the authority,
earning respect from colleagues
across the organization and

throughout the community,” the
authority said.

‘A DEAR FRIEND’

Gary Bechtel, the MWA’s
chairman, called Shipman a
dear friend who was committed
to the authority’s success.

“Macon-Bibb mourns his
passing,” Betchel said in the
news release. “On behalf of the
members of the Macon Water
Authority, we ask for thoughts
and prayers for Ron’s wife, An-

ita, and his entire family.”

Mayor Lester Miller, in a
Facebook post, called Shipman a
“real consensus builder and
problem solver, which is why I
selected him as a member of my
transition team and recom-
mended him for the position at
the MWA.”

“This unexpected loss has
undoubtedly left a void in my
heart,” the mayor said in the
post. “I am praying for his family
immensely! I love you, brother.”

MEMORIAL ARRANGEMENTS
COMING SOON

The MWA said that “informa-
tion regarding memorial ar-
rangements or organizational
updates will be shared as appro-
priate,” according to its news
release.
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Newtown Macon president James Fritze looks onto the balcony of the abandoned Bibb Theatre on Thursday Thursday in Macon. The
upper levels of the theater are set to become lofts in the renovations.

Historic Bibb Theatre in
Downtown Macon to gain new life

BY ALBA ROSA
alrosa@macon.com

Pieces of the old Bibb Theat-
re’s drywall, which has sat va-
cant since the 1970s, crumbled
at the slightest touch during a
tour Feb. 5.

NewTown Macon anticipates
turning the building on the 500
block of Third Street into lofts
and offices, putting “this great

old building back into service,”
the economic development
agency’s president, James
Fritze, said.

It will cost about $4 million
to renovate the old Bibb Theat-
re, and it is expected to be com-
pleted by early 2027.

The agency bought the build-
ing in 2018 in partnership with
the Peyton Anderson Founda-
tion under a “program-related
investment,” according to New-

Town’s website. There weren’t
any plans established for the
old Bibb Theatre until the eco-
nomic development agency
announced last year its in-
tention to turn it into lofts.
“This strategy and partner-
ship will begin the process of
rehabbing downtown’s last
abandoned and derelict theat-
re,” the website said.
NewTown Macon believes
that, rather than developing

another movie theater in
Downtown Macon — since The
Capitol Theatre and the Dou-
glass Theatre are close by —
renovating the building into
residential lofts will provide
“sustainable income,” accord-
ing to Fritze.

Fritze said that the $4 million
renovation and construction
cost will come from philanthro-

SEE BIBB THEATRE, 4A

Fired Fort Valley police chief
called ‘very top-heavy’

BY JESSE FRAGA
Jfraga@macon.com

The mayor of Fort Valley, a
rural Middle Georgia town with
a police force of around three
dozen, said she recently fired
the city’s police chief because,

she alleges, he emotionally
abused officers, promoted them
without pay raises and spent
city money without proper
approval.

Fort Valley City Council
members did not corroborate
Mayor Shakeena Reeves’ alle-
gations against Dennis John

“DJ” Flores, the former police
chief.

Reeves called Flores’ lead-
ership “very top-heavy.”

“The officers were being
emotionally abused,” she
claimed to The Telegraph.
“They were being followed,
recorded, some even had track-

ers put on their cars.”

Interim Police Chief David
Wilson did not mention issues
other than people supposedly
being underpaid when Flores
was the chief. Wilson said dur-
ing a meeting with the mayor,
council and city departments
Monday — his second day in
charge of the Fort Valley Police
Department — that he was
working to remedy any issues.

Wilson claimed that Flores
had promised higher pay to

SEE POLICE CHIEF, 4A

Trump’s drug
pricing plan
gets
lukewarm
reception

BY LIA DEGROOT
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s
unconventional plan to lower
prescription drug prices is being
met with a skeptical eye from
Republicans as Congress places
a greater focus on drug pricing
ahead of the midterm elections.

Trump’s plan is to establish
“most favored nation” pricing to
bring U.S. prescription drug
pricing more in line with what
other countries pay, part of a
push for broader health care
legislation from Congress.
Trump didn’t wait for Congress
or traditional rulemaking, taking
matters into his own hands by
striking individual deals with
drug companies to lower their
prices, largely using the threat
of tariffs as leverage.

Now he wants Congress to
codify what he’s done. Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices Administrator Mehmet Oz
came to the Hill late last month
to pitch Senate Finance Com-
mittee Republicans on the presi-
dent’s health care plan, of which
drug pricing is a major part.

But some key Republicans say
they still have questions about
their role in Trump’s plan for
most favored nation pricing, a
policy idea that involves refer-
encing international drug prices
when determining prices in the
U.S. market.

Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., a
Senate Finance Committee
member who chairs the Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee, said he had spoken
with White House staff about
the proposal.

“It has to be codified, right?”
Cassidy said. “But there’s a lot
of details to work out if you
even think it’s a good idea.”

During the signing ceremony
for the appropriations package,
Trump touted the plan as deliv-
ering “the lowest prices of any-
where in the world” and urged
Republicans to campaign on the
issue in the midterms later this
year.

“The Republican Party should
be able to win the midterms on
that alone,” Trump said. “That’s
the biggest thing there is.”

His health care plan states

SEE TRUMP, 2A
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