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Historic courthouse fire: What we know

By Adam Carey
ACarey@RN-T.com

Five days after a historic disaster,
Rome and Floyd County citizens
are still reeling from the loss of
the Floyd County Historic Court-
house as a fast-moving fire con-
sumed the 134-year-old building.

The cause of the fire remains
under investigation as of Friday,
according to Rome-Floyd Fire
Department Division Chief Ja-
mie Stone, and the investigation
could take several weeks.

“It was such a massive fire, it will
take time to conduct a full inves-
tigation,” Stone said. “And most
of the structure is still mostly in-
accessible.”

The fire started at approximately
2:20 p.m. on Monday, March 23,
on an otherwise beautiful day,
when Floyd County Facility Man-
ager Ryan Davis and supervisor
Blake Oyler smelled smoke and
went into the attic of the build-
ing to investigate.

They found that the attic, a huge
space above the second-story of-

fices, was filled with smoke and
clearly on fire. The space is only
accessible from the second floor via
aladder with a removable panel.
Davis and Oyler quickly ran
through the building, alerting
workers and visitors that the build-
ing was on fire. Within minutes
of the building being evacuated,
thick white smoke was pouring
from every part of the roof, which
is a bad sign, according to Bat-
talion Chief Greg Abbott.

See FIRE, A4

The roof of
the clock
tower on
the Floyd
County
Historic
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collapses
hours after
the fire
started
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Rome City
Commission
seeks to talk

projects with
Georgia DOT

By Mo Burge
MBurge@RN-T.com

The Georgia Department
of Transportation has a slate
of projects inside the city
limits of Rome and while
there is a general consensus
that each will provide some
modicum of improvement
for traffic and congestion,
there doesn’t appear to be
an end in sight.

At a March 23 Rome City
Commission caucus meeting,
Mayor Jim
Bojo asked
staff to facili-
tate a meeting
with DOT to
answer some
pressing ques-
tions about
the projects
and why there
doesn’t appear to be much
latitude in minimizing the
inconvenience of delays and
ever-changing start and com-
pletion dates.

Take for instance the Sec-
ond Avenue project, which
DOT recently announced
won'’t be complete until 2028
instead of the summer 2026
initial date.

Or the work under construc-
tion on Riverside Parkway,
which has yet to turn dirt.

A third project, which in-
volves Turner McCall Bou-
levard, has sparked conver-
sation amongst the Rome
Commission and it all came
to a head regarding a fence.

According to Commis-
sioner Jill Fisher, who chairs

Jim Bojo

protect the railroad track
that runs beneath it.
Commissioners were not
impressed with the design
and discussed the lack of

What is a data center, and why is rural Georgia suddenly on the map?
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An aerial image shows one of the two operational sites of Amazon Web Services Project Rainier spanning 1,200
acres in New Carlisle, Indiana, Feb. 4, 2026. The $11 billion-dollar data center project will be larger than any
computing facility in Michigan.

Georgia’s hidden industry

By Adam Carey
ACarey@RN-T.com

It's been a long time since
two fairly innocuous words
have caused as much concern
as these: data and center.
This is the first article in a
five-part series on a topic
that has placed Northwest
Georgia on the frontlines
of a national conversation.

WHATIS A
DATA CENTER?

A data center is essen-
tially a warehouse hold-
ing thousands of intercon-
nected computers that are
simultaneously joined to
the internet. Their cumula-
tive computational power
is used by many different
companies for many dif-
ferent technologies.

Some data centers are
built by specific companies
that people know. Ama-
zon, Microsoft, Google,
Meta (Facebook), X (Twit-
ter) and others. However,
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A Google data center operates in The Dalles, near the

Columbia River.

some data centers are built
by third parties so their
processing power can be
leased to whatever com-
pany needs it.

Some of these data cen-
ters can be more than a
million square feet, and
contain more than 100,000
expensive computer chips,
all linked together to per-
form complex calculations

These computer chips con-
sume massive amounts of
electricity and generate huge
amounts of heat, which is
why they need water to cool
everything down. Typical-
ly, the amount of electricity
consumed by a data center is
measured in megawatts, or
one million watts, which is
enough electricity to power
approximately 500 homes.

GEORGIA’S HIDDEN
INDUSTRY

“Georgia’s hidden
industry” is a Rome
News-Tribune 5-part

series on the proliferation
of data centers in
Northwest Georgia and
beyond. The series is
published weekly on
Saturday.

ing allocated to data centers
across the world is stag-
gering, with China alone
estimated to be building
more than 350 data cen-
ters, numerous research
firms have reported.

In fact, several Wall Street
analysts believe that, if
not for the spending on
data centers, the United
States economy would have
grown at only 0.1% in the
first half of 2025, accord-
ing to Fortune.

Tyson Foods
announces
impending
closure of
Rome factory

By Adam Carey
ACarey@RN-T.com

The Tyson Foods plant
on Darlington Drive, which
makes Nature Valley Granola
Bars, is closing the factory
this spring, according to the
company.

“After careful consider-
ation, we have made the
difficult decision to cease
operations at our Rome,
Georgia, prepared foods fa-
cility,” Tyson Brands Corpo-
rate & Brand Communica-
tions Vice President Laura
Burns said. “The facility has
operated under a unique
single-customer model, but
recent changes have made
continued operations at the
site no longer viable.

“We recognize the impact
this has on our team members

very quickly. The amount of money be- See DATA CENTER, A2 Se TYSON, A5
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(2) Metal Buildings Situated on a 2.16-acre lot
(2) Brand New Single-wide Manufactures Homes, each on a 3+ acre lot

36+ Recreational Lots with access to World Famous Weiss Lake (Selling Absolute)

(2) Waterfront Building Lots in the Landings at Little River

PROJECT MANAGER: Lou Dempsey - 770.546.2800 - Idempsey@dempseyauction.com
SALE SITE: All Property will SELL from Cotton Patch Cove on CR 31 jsut past the 3 Mile Bridge under the Dempsey Tent.
ONLINE BIDDING: Online Participation/Bidding will be available through our online MarkNet Platform.

OPEN HOUSE: Visit our Website or Contact our office for Open House Information.
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