
SUN., MARCH 29
FAMILY DAY

Early Bird: $15
Winter (Jan/Feb): $20

March/Gate: $25

FRI., MARCH 27
FIRED-UP

Early Bird: $55
Winter (Jan/Feb): $75

March/Gate: $85

SAT., MARCH 28
SAVOR

Early Bird: $59
Winter (Jan/Feb): $79

March/Gate: $99

SAT., MARCH 28
VIP LOUNGE AT SAVOR

Early Bird: $125
Winter (Jan/Feb): $150

March/Gate: $165

SUN., MARCH 29
SUNDAY VIP LOUNGE

Early Bird: $99
Winter (Jan/Feb): $119

March/Gate: $139

Buy Early 
&$ave!

BUY TICKETS AT: GEORGIAFOODANDWINEFESTIVAL.COM

MARCH 27–29, 2026
JIM R. MILLER PARK, MARIETTA, GEORGIA

Food, drink, music & more!

Presented BY

PRICES  
GO UP  
JAN 1ST5th Anniversary

TODAY’S YOUNG AR TIS T
Ava Leverette, a student at Model 
Elementary School

RN-T CLASSIFIEDS WORK ♦ DON’T MISS AN ISSUE. SUBSCRIBE TODAY – 706-290-5200

Calendar	 A5
Classified� B3

Comics, Puzzles� A6
Dear Abby� A6
Lottery� A3

Puzzle solutions� A7
Sports� B1
Weather, TV� A7

INDEX© 2025, 
Times-Journal 

Inc.
This newspaper 
is printed in 
part on recycled 
paper and is 
recyclable.

Friday, December 12, 2025
 182nd year  ♦  No. 242  ♦  $1

Weather: Sunny. High near 62. Low around 35. A7 RN-T.com
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’Tis the Season in Lindale: Christmas Parade brings community together

RTD to test route changes
By Mo Burge
MBurge@RN-T.com

The Rome Transit Department is mov-
ing forward with plans to roll out changes 
to their current fixed routes and test mi-
cro transit feasibility through a proposed 
Saturday service.

The major differences between fixed 
routes and micro transit are that tradi-
tional fixed routes follow the same path 
at scheduled intervals and micro transit 
offers pick ups and drop offs, much like 
services such as Uber and Lyft.

Consultant Jim Moore of Moore and Associ-
ates Inc. presented findings from a feasibility 
study to the Rome City Commission during 
caucus Dec. 8. He detailed a framework for 
making the department more efficient and 
expanding service to areas that have a need.

The study shows some routes are too long 

and overlap bus stops with 
others, causing service delays 
that often top more than the 
desired hour, Moore said.

“The routes have just grown 
too long,” Moore said.

The idea is to improve per-
formance and safety and be re-
active to needs of those using 
public transportation, he added.

Transit Director Courtnay Griffin said 
the changes are ambitious but workable, 
and a part of their overall mission to pres-

ent transit as the first choice for alterna-
tive transportation.

“It’s a tall order but we are excited,” Grif-
fin said. “These are not huge changes for 
the department, but they are huge changes 
for the community.”

The study also recommends expanding the 
paratransit service area in Garden Lakes and 
growing community partnerships with local 
businesses and colleges to market to those 
who could benefit from modified routes.

 ♦ The city department also plans 
to test a micro transit service, with 
pick ups and drop offs.

Schools 
earn math, 
literacy 
honors
By Rachel Hartdegen
RHartdegen@RN-T.com

Nine local schools within the 
Floyd County and Rome City 
school systems were named 
2024-2025 Literacy and Math 
Leaders by the Georgia De-
partment of Education.

The Literacy Leader and 
Math Leader awards go to 
schools that demonstrate 
growth and achievement in 
the respective subjects. The 
titles are awarded based on 
average growth or achievement 
in Milestones or high school 
Algebra or American Litera-
ture end-of-course exams.

For the title of Litera-
cy Leader, third and sixth 
grades are designated 
“gateway grades” and are 
awarded the title based on 
their Milestones scores. 

By Emily Bradshaw
EBradshaw@RN-T.com

The holiday season is a hard time for many, 
especially for those in hospice.

Reynolds Funeral Home, at 5865 New Cal-
houn Highway, is serving as a drop off loca-
tion for the Holiday Hospice Donation Wish 
List, to better serve locals facing end-of-life 

care during what is traditionally a festive and 
cheerful season.

Megan Bauer, who handles marketing for 
the funeral home, said a collection box can 
be found inside the building during business 
hours, 9 a.m. to around 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Donations will go to Traditions Health 
Hospice, she said. Those in this type of situ-
ation are often ones who need the most sup-

port, she said, and donations can help make 
their days a little brighter and their holidays 
a bit warmer.

“Being in the business we are in, we do like 
to build that relationship with the communi-
ty,” Bauer said. “We just wanted to give back 
to those in need.”

Reynolds Funeral Home accepting hospice donations

Courtnay 
Griffin

Still time to 
donate for 
Christmas 
with a Cop

 ♦ The program has 
been making kids’ 
holidays special for 
more than 20 years.
By Emily Bradshaw
EBradshaw@RN-T.com

December is marching by, 
and our local law enforce-
ment is gearing up for their 
annual Christmas with a Cop 
event. There’s still time to 
donate and help make this 
Christmas a memorable one 
for someone less fortunate.

Throughout the year, the 
Coosa Valley Fraternal Order 
of Police Lodge 14 raises funds 
for Christmas with a Cop, a 
program that allows kids in 
need to spend their morn-
ing shopping to their hearts’ 

content with 
a local police 
officer.

The pro-
g r a m  h a s 
been going on 
for more than 
20 years, said 
coordinator 
Chris Fincher, 
a deputy for 

the Floyd Sheriff’s Office.
“Our lodge is designed to 

help police officers in need, 
but this is something extra 
that we do every year on top 
of what we already do for our 
police officers,” Fincher said. 
“We’ve been doing this for a 
long time, and our community 
has been super supportive.”

See TRANSIT, A3

Chris 
Fincher

See HOSPICE, A3

The annual Lindale Christmas Parade 
made its way through the community on 
Dec. 6. There were colorful floats, classic 

cars, lots of motorcycles, a vintage fire truck and, 
of course, Santa Claus. Here are just a few snapshots 
from the beloved local tradition.

Photos by Mills Fitzner

Above: Santa waves to spectators at the annual Lindale 
Christmas Parade, a community tradition. Right: This 
festive pink float bears an image of the Nativity. It reminds 
us all to “Love God” and “Love People.”

Above: There were lots and lots of motorcycles in this 
year’s parade. Right: The Pepperell High School band 
leads the parade through Lindale.See DONATE, A2

See LEADERS, A3


