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Columbus mayor names
nominee for human
resources director

sive expertise in strategic work-
force planning, employee and
labor relations, organizational
development, policy adminis-
tration, compliance and benefits
administration.”

She also has worked as the
chief human resources officer at
Albany State University, human
resources director for the City of
Germantown, Tennessee, and
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approve during its
Jan. 271.

If approved,
Terrell would
succeed Reather
Hollowell, who
retired at the end
of 2025.

“Terrell is a
seasoned human resources
executive with more than 18

BY BRITTANY MCGEE
bmcgee@ledger-enquirer.com

Columbus Mayor Skip Hen-
derson announced Tuesday the
candidate he has nominated to
be the new human resources
director for the Columbus Con-
solidated Government.

Ola Terrell, who has been the

MIKE HASKEY mhaskey@ledger-enquirer.com

This is the First Avenue entrance to City Hall in Columbus, pictured
July 14, 2025.

Ola Terrell

Terrell has a master’s degree  dinator and active member of

human resources director for
Americus since 2023, is the
applicant Henderson will rec-
ommend the Columbus Council

years of progressive leadership

experience in local government
and the public sector,” the news
release says. “She brings exten-

human resources director for
the Ware County, Georgia,
Board of Commissioners, ac-
cording to the release.

in public administration and is a
Senior Certified Professional
(PSHRA-SCP).

numerous professional organi-
zations,” the news release says.

“She is a certified crisis coor-

SEE NOMINEE, 4A

Why
Columbus
police won
FBI agency
of the year
award

BY KELBY HUTCHISON
khutchison@ledger-enquirer.com

The Columbus Police De-
partment was named the
recipient of the Georgia
Chapter of the FBI National
Academy Associates’ Phyllis
Goodwin Agency of the Year
Award on Tuesday in Savan-
nah, according to a news
release from CPD.

“The award recognizes a
law enforcement agency that
demonstrates strong lead-
ership, progress, and com-
mitment to professional
excellence,” the news release
(Wy® says.
| CPD said it was selected
i X due to their recent work in
BRITTANY MCGEE bmcgee@ledger-enquirer.com reducing crime, increasing
staff, leadership develop-
ment and modernization. In
less than two years, the de-
partment reached full staff-
ing, improved officer pay and
boosted morale, CPD said.

The news release says
CPD also made major in-
vestments in technology,
which include Columbus’
first Real Time Crime Cen-
ter, expanded camera and

Columbus Council meets Dec. 9, 2025.

Columbus Council denies Veterans
Parkway plan after 3 votes

8828 Veterans Parkway and

proposed development off Vet- plan is to add 93 new homes,

BY BRITTANY MCGEE

bmcgee@ledger-enquirer.com

erans Parkway after residents
spoke against the plan during a

4885 Charleston Way to allow
single-family and multifamily

including 78 townhomes, Er-
ickson told the Ledger-Enquirer.

license plate reader pro-
grams, upgraded body-worn

and in-car cameras, drone
capabilities and modernized
records and dispatch sys-
tems.

The results include Part I
crimes dropping more than
30% over the past two years,

December meeting.

David Erickson, president of
Tiger Creek Development, ap-
plied to rezone 21.7 acres at

residential homes on the proper-
ty. The area is zoned for only
single-family homes.

Tiger Creek Development’s

The Columbus Planning Ad-
After three votes, the Colum- visory Commission recommend-
bus Council denied a contro-

versial rezoning request for a SEE PARKWAY PLAN, 4A

° ICE MASKS AND yiolent crime dropping 29%
Columbus area legislator outspoken pencriovsun | icroricnes

Democratic lawmakers an-
nounced Tuesday legislation to
change how immigration is
enforced in Georgia. Senate Bill
389 calls for ICE agents to wear
proper identification and to
remove their masks while mak-
ing arrests in the state.

“As far as wearing of tactical
gear, whether it be a mask, a

ing national averages, ac-
cording to the news release.
“This award belongs to our
officers, professional staff,
and their families,” Chief
Stoney Mathis said in the
news release. “They showed
up, stayed focused, and kept
doing the job the right way,
even when it wasn’t easy.”

on 2 controversial issues

first week of the 2026 Georgia
General Assembly in Atlanta:

o Whether Georgia Secretary of
State Brad Raffensperger
should be forced to comply
with the Trump
administration’s demand for
voter information.

BY MARK RICE
mrice@ledger-enquirer.com

o Whether U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
agents should be allowed to
wear masks while making
arrests in Georgia.

A state legislator from the
Columbus area has been out-
spoken about two controversial
issues making news during the

SEE LEGISLATOR, 5A
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