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An Augusta beef processor is cut-
ting part of its workforce in a reno-
vation that’s expected to scale back
full production for more than a year.
FPL Food, which operates a plant

on New Savannah Road, is eliminat-
ing 183 jobs while the facility modern-
izes, the company recently an-
nounced.
FPL said its premium programs

will continue. The company markets
cuts of Black Angus and Wagyu beef
under the Châtel Farms label.
“Augusta has been home to FPL

Food for 22 years, and our success
here would not have been possible

FPL Food
cuts jobs
during
renovation
of plant
Joe Hotchkiss
Augusta Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FPL FOOD, Page 2A

ATLANTA — The economic boom
continued in Georgia last year, with a
second record-topping year of busi-
ness investment and job growth.
Gov. Brian Kemp and the state De-

partment of Economic Development
announced $35.2 billion in project in-
vestments for the fiscal year that end-
ed June 30. That is up from $26.3 bil-
lion the prior fiscal year, which had
also broken records.
Thefiguresare for companiesnewly

locating in Georgia and for expansions
by existing companies. Expansions
accounted for 79% of projects and for
15,370 of the estimated 25,300 new
private-sector jobs, the joint state-
ment issued on Thursday said.
Sometimes familiarity breeds con-

tempt, but that adage does not seem to
apply to Georgia and business.

Latest GA
business
surge helps
rural counties
Ty Tagami
Capitol Beat News Service

See BUSINESS, Page 2A

Call, Scan, or Visit

Scan to discover your dream
home and start your journey.

888-620-8813
addressUSA.com

Call, Scan, or Visit
888 620 8813

Looking to Make a Move?
Find Your Dream Home Here.

TRANSFORM YOUR
KITCHEN FOR
SUMMER!
Have your beautiful new kitchen in
as little as 3–5 days!
Cabinet refacing and remodeling from
Southern Industries can give your home
a fresh, modern look just in time for
summer. Our remodels are affordable,
durable, and stunning — all without the
mess and cost of a full renovation!

Fast | Affordable | Summer-Ready Upgrades

Call: 706-883-4336
All promotions must be used at time of purchase.

Step Into Summer
Savings with a

*Minimum 50 feet

A NEW GUTTER
INSTALLATION*

$300 OFF

Stunning
New Kitchen!

Call or Scan
for more

Information

KITCHEN BLOWOUT!

FINANCINGAVAILABLE

NOTHINGDOWN,
No Interest, No Payments
FOR 12MONTHS*

PLUS

WITH PURCHASE

$250GIFT CARD

Show This
Card &

Receive A

Save Up to
40% vs. Full
Replacement!

When the COVID-19 pandemic forced in-per-
son classroom instruction to go virtual, stu-
dents suddenly needed to have their own lap-
tops or tablets in order to interact with teachers
and complete assignments.
Most states used federal pandemic funding

to address the digital divide. This refers to the
gap between students and families who had
their own tablets, computers and high-speed
internet, and those who did not.
While most schools resumed in-person

classes by 2021, many of them continued to rely
heavily on online platforms and apps to help

See SCHOOLS, Page 3A

ANALYSIS

UNPLLUGGEED

Schools rethink technology use in the
classroom, examine student screen time

Janice Mak
Arizona State University | THE CONVERSATION

Experts say students need to learn more than how
to use a laptop or an artificial intelligence chatbot;
they should also understand how data is collected
and used, how AI and other computing systems
work and how technology affects people and
society. PHOTO AND ART BY GETTY IMAGES


