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Meet these four Madison
County softball sibling duos
SPORTS, 1B

The Council of Probate Court Judges
of Georgia recently issued a statement
from its Atlanta office providing the
names of about 70 Georgians in leader-
ship positions who are supporting an
amendment on theNov. 3 electionballot
that provides for nonpartisan elections
for probate judges.

The statement notes that judges
serving on the Supreme Court, Court of
Appeals, Superior Courts, and state
courts all run in nonpartisan elections,
but this is not the case for probate
judges.

“This proposal is not a Democrat or
Republican idea,” the statement reads.
“It received overwhelming bipartisan
support in the Georgia General Assem-
bly,”where it passed theHouse by a 147-
20 vote and the Senate by a 46-0 vote.

Probate judges handle wills, estates,
marriage licenses, and other issues, and

Leaders join
effort to
approve
amendment
Wayne Ford
Athens Banner-Herald
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PROBATE JUDGE

The American Civil Liberties Union
released a report on Oct. 6 slamming
President Donald Trump’s mass depor-
tation agenda.

“Inthepast20months,theTrumpad-
ministration has taken hundreds of ac-
tions to consolidate the president’s grip
onpower, execute a radical redefining of
who belongs in America, and enact the
largest rollback of civil rights and liber-
ties in recent history,” the ACLU report
said. “Deportationshaveprovidedapre-
text, a distraction, and a legal justifica-
tionall at once, as theadministrationat-
tacks our individual constitutional
rights – impacting all Americans.”

TheACLUisacivilrightsorganization
founded to defend rights enshrined in
theUnited States Constitution.

The new 139-page report outlines 76
steps it says Trump has taken to funda-
mentally undermine American

Michael Loria
USA TODAY
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ACLU blasts
Trump
immigration
policyW

hat began as a backyard gathering for tape collectors has grown

into one of Athens’ most distinctive celebrations of film, music

and physical media. h Now in its fifth year, Athens VHS Fest re-

turns on Sunday, Oct. 11with a vendor market and performances

at Creature Comforts Brewing Co., 271West Hancock Ave., from 1 to 7 p.m. A free

screening of the 1994 zombie comedy “Cemetery Man” will take place across the

street at Ciné, 234 W Hancock Ave., at 5 p.m. as a bonus feature.

ABOVE: VHS Fest
co-founder Brad Staples

holds a homemade
promotional

videocassete in his
office in Athens on

Sept. 29.
PROVIDED BY ANDREW SHEARER

Beyond nostalgia
Athens VHS Fest marks a milestone

for physical media fans
Andrew Shearer Athens Banner-Herald | USA TODAY NETWORK

RIGHT: A selection of
crafts, art prints and
VHS tapes from the

Jaguardini booth at the
2025 VHS Fest in Athens

at Creature Comforts
Brewery.
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America’s Most Trusted
Gutter Protection!Gutter Protection!

Clog-free,
maintenance

free
gutters!

Call now for your
FREE estimate 678.726.5292Fall Savings:

Exclusive Deals on Leafguard Gutters

25+
Years

500,000+

Customers!

SCAN ME FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate familymembers, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/
future purchases are not eligible fora discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does
not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combinedwith and other sale, promotion,
discount, code, coupon or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves
the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Expires 10/31/26.
** Plan 2531. Subject to credit approval. Interest rates range from 17.99% - 29.99%.
Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 18-month
promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is billed but will be waived
if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments
are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and the amounts owed
after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments. Appointment must be
scheduled by 10/31/26, to take advantage of offer.NoPayments or Interest Until 2028**

20%OFF
ACOMPLETE LEAFGUARDSYSTEM*

DOESNOT INCLUDETHE COSTOFMATERIALS.

EXPIRES 10/31/26


