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BEFORE THEY WERE VILLAGERS  |  C5
Joe Gilhousen was a high school baseball coach 

who won back-to-back state championships.

OUT & ABOUT IN THE VILLAGES  |  A4
Senior writer Veronica Wernicke shares 
observations from a day in The Villages.

George Horsford  |  Daily Sun
Water from sprinklers creates a coating of ice on a young citrus grove along County Road 452 at Wild Goose Farms in 
Grand Island on Feb. 2, when the temperature dropped to 27 degrees.

Local Farmers Work 
To Recoup After Cold

By ELLA SHAMS  |  Daily Sun Staff Writer 

Maria Tracy and her husband didn’t sleep much around the end 
of January. They stayed awake through the night, irrigating 
crops in a bid to insulate their blueberries from the bitter cold 
at Heather Oaks Farm in Lady Lake. 

They also prayed. 
“We are doing the best we can,” Tracy said. “We won’t actu-

ally know until later. Our (blueberry) bushes look bad, at least 
what’s left of them. It’s kind of late in the year, and the buds 

didn’t freeze. Even if they continue to bloom, it’s too late for 
the fruit to mature.”

Hurricanes are normally the enemy of farmers in the 
state, causing millions in damage every year, but none made 
landfall in 2025. The cold got to the crops instead. The recent 
record-breaking temperatures could cause millions in damage 

Please See FARMERS, A7

$113$113..22MM 116%116%
Property taxes received 
by Sumter County in 
2025 that could be elimi-
nated if Florida voters 
approve a measure 
being considered by the 
Florida Legislature to 
remove ad valorem taxes 
for counties and school 
districts. That amount 
represented 57.4% of 
Sumter County’s general 
fund this fiscal year.

The estimated increase 
in the rollback rate for 
property taxes in Sumter 
County if Florida voters 
approve eliminating all 
non-school property 
taxes for homesteaded 
properties. County offi-
cials estimate the rollback 
rate would need to jump 
from $4.67 per $1,000 of 
assessed value to $10.10 
to offset revenue losses.
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Sumter County 
Monitors Reform Bills 
For Property Taxes
By KEITH PEARLMAN  |  Daily Sun Managing Editor 

Sumter County officials, 
like others in the state, are 
keeping a much closer eye on 
activity in Tallahassee as the 
Florida Legislature considers 
measures that could result 
in major changes to the way 
property taxes are assessed 
or eliminate them altogether. 

Sumter County commis-
sioners received an update 

to multiple bills making their 
way through the legislative 
process that would poten-
tially impact the county’s 
budget at a workshop 
Tuesday night. The presen-
tation included estimates of 
how some of the proposals 
could affect tax rates for 

Please See TAXES, A6

--

Mikaela Shiffrin 
ends an eight-
year medal 
drought with 
an emotional 
victory in the 
women’s slalom, 
making her the 
first American 
with 3 Alpine 
gold medals.

Shake, rattle 
and roll the 
night away 
at Spanish 
Springs Town 
Square from 
5 to 9 p.m. 
with live 
entertainment 
from Rocky 
and the Rollers.
Led by drummer Gerry 

“Rocky” Seader, Rocky 
and the Rollers has 
been a favorite of  
The Villages for more 
than 25 years, playing a 
mixture of sounds that 
span from the 1950s 
through the ’70s.
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FLORIDA ZOO’S PLAN 
SAVES WILD RHINO’S 
SIGHT IN AFRICA

ZUCKERBERG TESTIFIES 
AT SOCIAL MEDIA 
ADDICTION TRIAL

Animal behaviorists at 
Palm Beach Zoo were 
able to help save an 
endangered white rhino 
with an eye infection. A9

The Meta CEO answered 
questions during the trial 
on whether his platforms 
deliberately addict and 
harm children. A15

ENVOYS SIGNAL NO BREAKTHROUGH IN 
PEACE TALKS BETWEEN RUSSIA, UKRAINE
The latest U.S.-brokered talks in Switzerland ended 
Wednesday with both sides saying they were “difficult.” 
Zelenskyy said some progress was made on military 
issues, although political differences remain deep.

, // .
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The Eastport Lions Club turned 
Ezell Recreation into a carnival 
of color Tuesday with its Mardi 
Gras-themed bingo fundraiser. 
Feathered hats bobbed through 
the crowd, gold and green beads 
sparkled in the lights and tables 
overflowed with food as Villagers 
came together to support the 
club’s charitable efforts.

Please See BINGO, A8
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life styleInside
Take a break with 

comics and puzzles, D4-6

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, D2

ADVICE
Get advice from Heloise and Dear Annie as they 
answer readers’ questions,  D2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a question about Lifestyle section items? 
Email mia.stephens@thevillagesmedia.com.

Advice D2

Comics D4

Puzzles D5-6

Horoscopes D7

History D7

Five Spice Stir Fry Takes Just 
A Few Minutes to Assemble

SERVINGS  |  2

Microwave rice according to package instructions. Measure 
1 1/2-cups rice and reserve the remaining rice for another 
time. Toss with 1 teaspoon oil. Divide rice between 2 
dinner plates. Add stir fry sauce to a small bowl and mix 
in five spice powder making sure it is well mixed. Heat 
remaining 2 teaspoons oil in a wok or skillet over high 
heat until smoking. Add onion, celery and broccoli and stir 
fry 2 minutes. Add red bell pepper. Continue to stir fry 2 
minutes. Add meat and stir fry 2 minutes. Draw ingredients 
to the side of the wok and add stir fry sauce to the cleared 
area. Draw all of the ingredients into sauce. Toss well for 
a minute to make sure all ingredients are coated with the 
sauce. Spoon the beef stir fry over the rice and serve.

I N G R E D I E N T S

1 package microwaveable brown 
rice to make 1 1/2 cups cooked

3 teaspoons sesame oil, divided 
use

5 tablespoons store-bought  
stir fry sauce

1 tablespoon five spice powder

2 cups sliced onion

1 cup sliced celery

1 cup broccoli florets

1 cup sliced red bell pepper

3/4 pound grassfed beef tenderloin, 
cut into 1/2-inch slices

Source: Linda Gassenheimer Tribune News Service

TWIST ON 
CLASSIC IRISH 
CREAM
Baileys  
Strawberries and 
Cream: This drink 
is a pink liqueur 
combining 
Baileys Original 
Irish Cream 
with strawberry, 
vanilla, and a 
touch of white 
chocolate for a 
silky, sweet finish. 
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Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Rocky and the Rollers, 5-9 p.m., Spanish Springs 
Town Square, 1051 Main St., The Villages, free: 
Led by drummer Gerry “Rocky” Seader, the band 
has been a favorite of The Villages for more than 
25 years. Expect to shake, rattle and roll the night 
away with a mixture of sounds from the 1950s 
through the 1970s. Rocky and the Rollers also will 
open for Herman’s Hermits starring Peter Noone 
at 4 and 7 p.m. Friday at Savannah Center. For 
information, visit thevillagesentertainment.com or 
rockyandtherollers.com.

Brownwood Strawberry Festival, 3-10 p.m., Brownwood Paddock Square, 2726 Brownwood Blvd., The Villages, 
free: Come celebrate the mighty strawberry during this three-day festival sponsored by The Villages 
Entertainment. It will feature several market and food vendors throughout the square. The Brothers Jukebox will 
perform from 3 to 6 p.m., followed by X-Girlfriend from 7 to 10 p.m. The festival runs through Sunday and will 
include a Kids Zone, a pie-eating contest, the Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show, resident performing groups and 
more. For information, visit thevillagesentertainment.com.

Thursday, 2/19
Outdoor Movie Series, 
7 p.m., Soaring Eagle 
Softball Complex, 4390 
Morse Blvd., free, register 
at districtgov.org: Enjoy 
watching this month’s 
selection, “Fall Guy,” under 
the stars. Those attending 
the movie can enter to win 
a prize. To be eligible, you 
must register and stay for 
the whole movie. Golf carts 
are permitted on the field 
for viewing. Space will also 
be allotted for individuals 
who would like to bring a 
lawn chair or blanket for 
viewing instead. Personal 
snacks/beverages are 
permitted during the event, 
but no glass containers are 
permitted.

Saturday, 2/21
All About Crafts show, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Colony 
Cottage Recreation, 
510 Colony Blvd., The 
Villages, free: For the 
third year, the Colony 
Glass Fusion Club is 
bringing in a total of 
50 resident artists who 
use an assortment of 
mediums to display 
and sell their creations, 
including homemade 
cards, glass fusion, 
wooden bowls, samba 
mats, pottery and purses. 
Find a unique handmade 
piece for your home or 
purchase gifts for others 
while enjoying the 
talented craftsmanship of 
your neighbors.

Friday, 2/20
The Villages Concert Band, 
7 p.m., New Covenant 
United Methodist Church, 
3470 Woodridge Drive, The 
Villages, $20, ncumcfl.com/
concerts: The resident 
concert band will present 

“An Evening of Timeless 
Romance.” Expect to 
hear such songs as 

“Embraceable You,” “My 
Funny Valentine,” “Moon 
River,” the theme from 

“Somewhere in Time,” the 
waltz from the “Sleeping 
Beauty” ballet, symphonic 
highlights from “The 
King and I” and Leroy 
Anderson’s “Belle of the 
Ball.” It also will feature 
selections from “Phantom 
of the Opera.”

Saturday, 2/21
Paradise Glass Fusion 
show, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Laurel Manor Recreation, 
1985 Laurel Manor 
Drive, The Villages, free: 
Paradise Glass Fusion, 
which has moved its 
sessions to El Santiago 
Recreation while 
Paradise Recreation is 
getting renovated, will 
display and sell items 
like jewelry, artwork, 
home decor, garden 
ornaments and practical 
dishes, among others. 
Those attending can grab 
some coffee and snacks, 
and they can enter a 
chance drawing for one 
of the members’ glass 
pieces.

Sunday, 2/22
The Villages Gem and 
Mineral Society artisan 
show, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
SeaBreeze Recreation, 
2384 Buena Vista Blvd., 
The Villages, free: Club 
members will have their 
creations on display 
and for sale, and a 
number of vendors 
throughout the state will 
bring their wares to the 
show.  A member will 
host demonstrations 
on how to facet stones 
throughout the event, 
while a table will  have 
a display showing 
the different stages of 
turning a stone  
into a cabochon, or a 
domed top. 

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.
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Listen 

Watch
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Make it a Great Day!

BY  T H E  N U M B E R S—

MILAN’S DUOMO STATUES, RISING COFFEE PRICES AND INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENTS

T E S T  YO U R  N E W S  I Q—

I N S I D E  T O D AY ’ S  D A I LY  S U N

 A pilot program being 
pushed for schools in Kalihi, 
Hawaii, would help students 
produce what? Page A16

 How much money 
has Japan pledged to an 
investment package for 
U.S. industry? Page A19 

 Many are changing 
their coffee habits as prices 
increase. How much have 
costs risen from a year ago, 
according to the Consumer 
Price Index? Page A17

4.

5.

2.

a) Books

b) Songs

c) Paintings

d) Poems

a) $100 million

b) $6.5 billion

c) $550 billion

d) $1 trillion

a) 15.5%

b) 17.1%

c) 18.3%

d) 20.7%

 A study found nearly 
all life forms depend 
on Earth’s fungi species, 
which also contribute 
an estimated $54 trillion 
to the global economy. 
Page A23

3.

 The Bearded Saint with Book statue from Milan’s Duomo was 
recently restored under an “Adopt a Statue” program. The statue 
was put on display at which location Friday? Page A21

1.

a) Galleria Vittorio Emanuele
b) Piazzale Cadorna

c) Castello Sforzesco
d) Parco Sempione

, // .
Florida is the most 
domestically visited 
state, according to a 
YouGov survey. Sixty-four 
percent of Americans 
say they have visited 
the Sunshine State, the 
most of any state. Other 
frequently visited states 
include New York (56% of 
Americans), Texas (51%), 
and California (50%). Fifty-
four percent say they have 
visited Washington, D.C.

64%


