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HINTS FROM HELOISE  |  E8

There are plenty of ways to reuse plastic bags, 
such as storing baked goods to freeze.

VERONICA WERNICKE ON AREA NEWS  |  D1
The City of Wildwood’s Parks and Recreation 
Department recently released its annual guide.
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Bill Mitchell   |  Daily Sun 
Steve Munz, owner of Galaxy Home Solutions, helps Bettie Pinder, of Wildwood, during the Community Christmas 
Celebration on Saturday. Munz has organized the event for the last 20 years. 

Local Business, Groups 
Spread Christmas Cheer

By SUMMER JARRO  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer

Smiles, gratitude and overall happiness radiated throughout 
Galaxy Homes Solutions on Saturday. 

Hundreds of people from the local community gathered at 
the Wildwood business for its annual Community Christmas 
Celebration, during which volunteers passed out 175 Christmas 
meals, and hundreds of bikes, wrapped and unwrapped toys, 
pajamas, books and more. 

Children also got the chance to meet Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
and get a picture and receive a gift from them. 

Steve Munz, owner of Galaxy Home Solutions, has organized 
the event for the last 20 years.

“I’ve been blessed tremendously growing up here poor in the 

Please See HOLIDAYS, A7

Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun
Lynn and Ray Kubacki, of the Village of Hemingway, 
participate in the singing of “God Bless America” during 
The Friendly Cafe ministry on Oct. 27 at Oxford Global 
Methodist Church. The ministry is for caregivers and 
their loved ones with Alzheimer’s disease or dementia.

Added Stress Makes 
Holidays Difficult 
For Caregivers
By MADDIE CUTLER  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer

As daylight slips past the 
horizon and the winter 
calendar fills with events, 
people turn to each other for 
socializing and connecting. 

For caregivers helping 
loved ones with Alzheimer’s, 
having a strong network 
of people to talk to is more 
important than ever during 
the holidays and during 

winter in general.
“Winter is definitely hard, 

because there are issues 
you have to face, including 
explaining things to family 
as well as your loved one,” 
said Matt Eaton, communica-
tions director of Alzheimer’s 
Association. “You have to talk 

Please See CAREGIVERS, A6

Jacksonville’s 
Jaguars won 
their sixth 
straight game 
in a resounding 
34-20 win 
that snapped 
the Denver 
Broncos’ 11-
game winning 
streak Sunday.

Head out to 
Lake Sumter 
Landing Market 
Square from 
5-9 p.m. tonight 
to enjoy live 
entertainment 
from Billy 
Buchanan & 
His Rock N’ 
Soul Revue.
Buchanan, who plays 
acoustic guitar, and his 
Rock N’ Soul Revue, a 
six-piece band featuring 
keyboards, sax, guitar, 
bass and drums, 
performs soulful music 
from the 1950s through 
the 1980s.
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MARIJUANA BALLOT 
INITIATIVE REACHES 
FLORIDA’S TOP COURT

ROME ADDS NEW FEE 
TO VISITING FAMOUS 
TREVI FOUNTAIN

Justices will hear oral 
arguments on the 
proposed recreational 
marijuana amendment 
initiative Feb. 5. A9

The $2.35 fee is meant 
to manage tourists in a 
congested part of the 
city and offset mainte-
nance costs. A13

TOP WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL DEFENDS 
PARTIAL RELEASE OF EPSTEIN FILES
Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche on Sunday 
defended the Justice Department’s decision to release just 
a fraction of the Jeffrey Epstein files as necessary to protect 
survivors of sexual abuse by the disgraced financier.
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For one of the conductors and 
musicians in The Villages Brass, 
a bit of Christmas magic may 
have intervened for the group’s 
inaugural concert. Luther Appel’s 
family isn’t normally in the area 
whenever he performs in a concert, 
but this holiday season, they will be 
able to attend The Villages Brass’ 
Christmas Eve concert.

Please See CONCERT, A8

O N LY  I N  T H E  V I L L AG E S—
By Michael Fortuna

BY  T H E  N U M B E R S—

Nearly all U.S. adults say 
it is acceptable to give 
gift cards as a Christmas 
present, according to an 
AP-NORC poll. Eighty-eight 
percent of adults surveyed 
also said that cash was 
acceptable as a gift. Fewer, 
though still a majority, 
consider it acceptable to gift 
secondhand items (64%) or 
regift presents (61%).
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life styleInside
Relax with comics and 

puzzles, E4-6

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, E2

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From celebrity news to local happenings, here’s 
the latest happenings in entertainment, E2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a question about Lifestyle section items? 
Email mia.stephens@thevillagesmedia.com.

Comics E4

Puzzles E5-6

Horoscopes E7

History E7

Advice E8

Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Billy Buchanan & His Rock N’ Soul Revue, 5-9 p.m., 
Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, 1020 Lake 
Sumter Landing, The Villages, free. Buchanan, 
who plays acoustic guitar, and his Rock N’ Soul 
Revue, a six-piece band featuring keyboards, sax, 
guitar, bass and drums, performs soulful music 
from the 1950s through the 1980s. Some of the songs 
that have become staples in his sets include Sam 
Cooke’s “A Change Is Gonna Come,” Bill Withers’ 

“Ain’t No Sunshine” and Otis Redding’s “Try a Little 
Tenderness.” He likes to end his shows by playing 
Prince’s “Purple Rain.” For information, visit 
thevillagesentertainment.com.

Lake Sumter Line Scenic Cruise, 5-8:30 p.m., Lake Sumter Line, 1015 Lake Shore Drive, $3; districtgov.org. Now 
through Dec. 30, bring your friends and family for a boat ride on the Lake Sumter Line for a scenic holiday-
themed cruise. On Tuesday and Wednesday, take a boat ride with Santa at 3, 3:30, 4, 4:30 or 5 p.m. Admission 
is $5, and registration is required at districtgov.org or any At Your Service recreation location. The cruise runs 
seven days a week, but will be closed on Christmas Day. The boat dock is behind RJ Gators.

Monday, 12/22
Doug Thompson, 3-6 
p.m., Ednas’ on the 
Green, 5227 Marsh Bend 
Trail, The Villages, free; 
ednashospitality.com. 
Enjoy a late lunch or an 
early dinner at Ednas’ on 
the Green while Doug 
Thompson provides live 
entertainment through 
playing guitar and 
singing. Ednas’ is a beer 
and wine bar nestled 
on a golf green in The 
Villages providing a 
variety of food and live 
music. Each night, a 
different person or group 
takes to the stage. No 
outside food, beverages 
or containers are 
permitted.

Thursday, 12/25
Zee-R Band, 5-9 p.m., 
Sawgrass Grove, 766 
Marilee Place, The 
Villages, free. The 
Orlando-based band led 
by Jose “Zee” Rodrigo 
will get the audience 
moving with their brand 
of “heartland rock ‘n’ 
roll,” playing everything 
from Bob Seger’s “Rock 
And Roll Never Forgets” 
to Three Dog Night’s 

“Joy to the World.” The 
band has performed in 
The Villages since 2023. 
Growing up in Brazil, 
Rodrigo started listening 
to the radio around 
1985, hearing everybody 
from Tina Turner to 
Bon Jovi and Bruce 

Wednesday, 12/24
The Villages Brass, 2 
p.m., Mulberry Grove 
Recreation, 8445 SE 165th 
Mulberry Lane, The 
Villages, free. The latest 
ensemble from Bands of 
The Villages is made up 
of brass and percussion 
musicians. The group, 
formed by Margie Craver 
and Debra Finlayson 
and under the direction 
of Luther Appel and Fred 
Leder, will perform a 
mixture of familiar carols 
with pieces that may not 
be as familiar, including 

“Russian Christmas 
Music,” “Christmas in 
Poland,” “Angels We 
Have Heard on High” and 

“It Came Upon a Midnight 

Friday, 12/26
Rose N Thorne, noon 
to 3 p.m., Ednas’ on the 
Green, 5227 Marsh Bend 
Trail, The Villages, free; 
ednashospitality.com/
live-music-events. Enjoy 
a late lunch or an early 
dinner at Ednas’ on 
the Green for a night 
of fun as you listen to 
live music where you 
can sing along. Ednas’ 
is a beer and wine bar 
nestled on a golf green 
that provides a variety 
of food options and 
live music. Each day, a 
different group performs 
on the stage. No outside 
food, containers or 
beverages are permitted 
at the venue.

Saturday, 12/27
Hometown Market, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., Brownwood 
Paddock Square, 2705 
W. Torch Lake Drive, The 
Villages, free admission; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com/hometown-market. 
Hometown Market is a 
farmers market open 
every Saturday at 
Brownwood Paddock 
Square. Guests can 
support local vendors 
as they browse through 
booths of fresh produce 
and handmade goods, 
all while enjoying the 
sunshine and fresh 
air. Admission is free 
and the market is open 
to the public. For more 
information or to become 

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.

, // .

Listen 

Watch

Submitted photo

George Horsford  |  Daily Sun

 F O O D  D R I N K

Try a Sweet Finish to Any 
Meal With a Caramel Pie

SERVINGS  |  8

Heat oven to 300 degrees Fahrenheit. Use a little of the 
milk to dissolve the flour. Beat the egg yolks well (reserve 
the egg whites). In a medium pan over medium heat, mix 
together the rest of the milk, the beaten egg yolks, brown 
sugar, butter, vanilla and dissolved flour. Cook until thick, 
and pour into the baked pie crust. With a mixer or by 
hand, whisk together the egg whites, granulated sugar 
and cream of tartar until stiff peaks form. Spread this 
meringue on top of the pie and bake until meringue is set 
and golden brown, about 15 to 20 minutes. Watch closely 
to prevent burning. Cool on a wire rack before serving.

I N G R E D I E N T S

1 cup milk

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour

3 eggs, separated

1 cup brown sugar

1/2 stick (1/4 cup) butter

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 pie crust, baked

3 tablespoons granulated sugar

1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar

Source: Tribune News Service

GIVE CHRISTMAS 
ALE A TRY AT 
YOUR HOLIDAY 
PARTY
St Bernardus 
Christmas Ale: A 
Strong Dark Ale- 
10% ABV. Pours a 
reddish-brown color. 
Big malt sweetness 
on the nose, with 
brown sugars and 
spice. Flavor profile 
of big malts, dark 
fruits, soft spices and 
yeast, balanced by 
warming alcohol and 
mild hop bitterness. 
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E1

Make it a Great Day!

I N S I D E  T O D AY ’ S  D A I LY  S U N

CONGRESS BREAKS FOR THE HOLIDAYS, NEW TRAINING METHODS AND A BATTERY CRAZE

T E S T  YO U R  N E W S  I Q—

 Amid India’s shift to 
clean power, the country’s 
demand for batteries is 
expected to grow 40 times 
by 2050. Which product 
is expected to account for 
most of this rise? Page A14 

3.

a) Cell phones

b) Electric vehicles

c) Flashlights

d) Boats

 The U.S. military 
is planning to stop 
shooting pigs and 
goats to train its 
medics for treating 
wounded soldiers in 
combat. Page A12

2.

 Senate lawmakers on Thursday followed the House in leaving for Christmas break. 
Prior to leaving, Senators voted to confirm a batch of nearly 100 nominations by Presi-
dent Donald Trump. According to Senate Majority Leader John Thune’s office, Congress 
approved a total of ______________ in 2025. Page A5

1.

a) 150 nominees b) 373 nominees c) 417 nominees d) 500 nominees


