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Gary Gariepy is a U.S Air Force veteran  
who spent 30 years in the Middle East.
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George Horsford  |  Daily Sun
Jonathan Stephens, of Lady Lake, lifts his daughter, Violet Stephens, 1, for a better view of the lights during Light Up 
Lady Lake last year. The Town of Lady Lake is holding this year’s event from 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday at Snooky Park.

Communities Celebrate
Christmas With Events

By VERONICA WERNICKE  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer

Christmas is more than a month away, but Santa’s little 
helpers already are spreading holiday cheer around the 
surrounding communities. 

Wildwood, Belleview, Fruitland Park and Lady Lake will 
host plenty of Christmas events. Lady Lake will host its 
Light Up Lady Lake event Saturday at a new location and 
its annual Christmas parade Dec. 6. Wildwood will host 
Winterfest and its Light Up Wildwood parade Dec. 5. Fruit-
land Park will host Hometown Christmas on Dec. 12 and 

Belleview will Light Up Lake Lillian on Dec. 6. 
The Town of Lady Lake kicks off the holiday season Saturday 

with Light Up Lady Lake. 
This year’s free event, which is from 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday, is 

moving to a new location, Snooky Park, 120 W. Lady Lake Blvd. 
Light Up Lady Lake also is happening earlier this year so 

people can enjoy the decorations for a longer period of time, 

Please See CHRISTMAS, A7

Frank DiFiore  |  Daily Sun
CERT trainees Ed Dobrzykowski, from left, Doug 
Strickland and Joe Doria assist volunteer Terry Voithofer 
in setting his simulated broken leg on a chair.

CERT Welcomes 
New Members to 
Aid the Community
By FRANK DIFIORE  |  Daily Sun Staff Writer

More Villagers are prepared 
to jump in during an 
emergency — whether it’s 
a cardiac arrest or a hurri-
cane — as the Community 
Emergency Response Team 
of The Villages brings in new 
trainees. 

CERT of The Villages 
recently held a graduation 
ceremony at Eisenhower 

Recreation recognizing 16 
trainees for completing 
simulations in first aid, crowd 
control and other emergency 
assistance practices. The 
volunteer organization 
maintains nearly 200 trained 
members to step in for small 
emergencies, support first 

Please See CERT, A6

After last year’s 
triumph at The 
Villages 2024 
Pro Shootout, 
defending 
champion 
Brady Godfrey 
is ready to 
defend his 
golf crown at 
Mallory Hill.

The women in 
The Villages 
Working 
Women’s Club 
came together 
for their Nacho 
Ordinary 
Friendsgiving 
on Nov. 11 at 
Eisenhower 
Recreation.
Staff writer Sylaisha 
Taylor gives readers 
an inside look into the 
vibrant social scene in 
The Villages. Learn more 
about how these resident 
professionals dipped 
into conversation and 
scooped up connections.
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2026 TOYOTA RAV4 
REDESIGNS AS HYBRID 
WITH MORE POWER

TIPS AND TRICKS TO 
HELP BUILD UP YOUR  
EMERGENCY FUND

The once-trailblazing SUV 
has been redesigned as a 
hybrid to offer up adven-
ture without breaking a 
sweat. C1

The industry standard 
is to save three to six 
months of expenses, 
though life situations can 
alter that amount. D16

33 DEAD IN SOME OF THE DEADLIEST 
STRIKES IN GAZA SINCE THE CEASEFIRE
A pair of Israeli strikes in Gaza’s city of Khan Younis 
brought the death toll from airstrikes in the Palestinian 
territory over a roughly 12-hour period to 33. The escala-
tion came after Israel said its soldiers had come under fire.

, / .
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The Villages Secret Santa 
program is setting out to ensure 
no charter school student goes 
without for the holiday season — 
one of the most expensive times of 
the year for families. However, the 
program needs the community’s 
help to make it happen. 

Please See SECRET SANTA, A9
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FUNERAL FOR FORMER VICE PRESIDENT 
DICK CHENEY GARNERS RESPECT AND 
REMEMBRANCE FROM U.S. LEADERS
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Life of 
The Party
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V I B R A N T S O C I A L 

S C E N E I N T H E 
V I L L AG E S

Sylaisha Taylor
I’m your go-to 

reporter for clubs, 
neighborhood gatherings 

and entertaining in 
The Villages. I’ve been with 

the Daily Sun since 2023.  

sylaisha.taylor@
thevillagesmedia.com

352-753-1119, ext. 5369

The Villages Working 
Women’s Club carved 

out time for socialization 
during its Nacho Ordinary 

Friendsgiving on Nov. 11 
at Eisenhower Recreation 

as resident professionals 
dipped into conversation 

With Thanksgiving fast 
approaching, organizers 
of the women’s social club 
were looking for an uncon-
ventional way to welcome 
the warmth that the holiday 
brings over a shared meal. 

“We figured everybody gets 
a lot of turkey in November 
and we were like, what can 
we do that’s different that’ll 
make everybody happy,” 
said club president Paige 
Quillin “And everybody Quillin “And everybody Quillin
loves tacos, right?” Whether 
still working full time or part 
time, The Villages Working 
Women’s Club hosts activi-
ties like game nights, glow 
parties, wine tastings and 

“crafternoons” on Sundays 
for members to enjoy when 
not on the clock. This month, 
they celebrated the friend-
ships formed and ones yet to 
blossom, as well as the work 
of the committee members 
who “chip in” to ensure the 
success of the group. As the 
evening progressed, the 
Friendship Bingo icebreaker 
aimed to shake things up 
featuring Villages-related 
trivia to get members up and 
talking. The club hits every 
mark for Renea Ranguette, 
of the Village of Dabney, 
who became a member in 
2024. “It is exactly what I 
needed to fit my schedule. I 
was able to find my people 
and just really enjoy having 
camaraderie with like-
minded people and we’re 
living the dream.” Beyond 
social activities, the club 
maintains a strong chari-
table focus, awarding three 
$1,000 scholarships annu-
ally to female high school 
seniors in Marion, Lake and 
Sumter counties who plan 
to continue their education. 
With a full schedule of activi-
ties on the horizon for 2026, 

After relocating 
from Atlanta to be 
closer to her mother, 
Carey Garback, of 
the Village of Hadley, 
found support during 
a stressful time in 
her life when a friend 
suggested joining 
The Villages Working 
Women’s Club. “These 
ladies get me; they’re 
in the same position 
I am in. They’re 
supportive, they’re fun 
and I finally feel like I 
have a home.” 

Paige Quillin, of 
the Village of Duval, 
presented each 
committee member with 
a gift bag containing a 
crossbody purses for 
their commitment to 
ensuring a smooth expe-
rience for members. “Just 
to say thank you for all 
they do throughout the 
year. We are all working 
women and it takes a lot 
to run a club. They make 
it seamless for me and the 
membership, and I am 
grateful for them,” she 

While most of its 
members are still 
working, members who 
have retired are “grand-
mothered in” and can still 
participate in the activi-
ties. The group hosts 
coffee talks for prospec-
tive members to connect 
and chat over coffee. 
To learn more about 
the Villages Working 
Women’s Club, visit 
vwwsg.wildapricot.org 
or join the club’s Villages 
Working Women’s Club 
Facebook group page. 

Embracing 
The Vibe

Going the 
Extra Mile

On One 
Last Note

Along the back wall of the recreation room was a colorful taco bar spread with all the fixings including hard-shell tacos, 
tortillas, vegetables, cheese, black beans, refried beans, rice and a choice of protein. Punny prop signs were located at the 
center of each table along with serape stripe textile place mats. Meanwhile, Lorrie Mitcham, of the Village of Newell, and 
Village of Silver Lake resident Kristen SullivanVillage of Silver Lake resident Kristen SullivanVillage of Silver Lake resident ’s matching novelty shirts, Village of Pine Hills resident Katie Rick’s 
festive turkey earrings to socks with the words “Let’s Taco ‘Bout Love” worn by AnnetteMarie Bushfield, of the Village of 
Piedmont, were the perfect conversation starters throughout the evening.  

It’s All in the Details
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Relax with comics and 

puzzles, E4-6

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, E2

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From celebrity news to local happenings, here’s 
the latest happenings in entertainment, E2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a question about Lifestyle section items? 
Email mia.stephens@thevillagesmedia.com.

stylelife
Comics E4

Puzzles E5-6

Horoscopes E7

History E7

Advice E9

Taco Cups: A Tempting Dinner
With Endless Toppings

SERVINGS  |  4-6

Heat oven to 350 F. Brown ground beef with taco 

I N G R E D I E N T S

1 1/21/21/  pounds ground beef

1-2 tablespoons taco seasoning

1 package (8 count) flour tortillas

shredded cheese

lettuce

A SWEET 
HARMONY IN 
EVERY SIP
Cincoro Reposado 

Photos by Sylaisha Taylor  |  Daily Sun
Lorrie Mitcham, of the Village of Newell, Katie Ricks, of the Village of Pine Hills, and Kristen 
Sullivan, of the Village of Silver Lake, get festive at the photo booth.

Denise Guillet, of the Village of Belvedere, was excited 
to network with fellow members of The Villages Working 
Women’s Club.

E1

Make it a Great Day!

N AT I O N A L  N E W S
—

N E W S , N O T E S  & H A P P E N I N G S

By CALVIN WOODWARD  |  The Associated Press

WA SHINGTON, D.C.
They gathered at the Washington National Cathedral 
on Thursday — former presidents, vice presidents, 
sworn political foes and newfound friends — in a show 
of respect and remembrance for Dick Cheney, the 
consequential and polarizing vice president.

Two ex-presidents came: Republican George W. Bush, 
who eulogized the man who served him as vice presi-
dent, and Democrat Joe Biden, who once called Cheney 

“the most dangerous vice president we’ve had probably 
in American history” but now honors his commitment 
to his family and to his values.

“Solid and rare and reliable,” Bush said at the service 
of his vice president, praising a man whose “talent and 

Mark Schiefelbein  |  The Associated Press
A joint services team carries the flag-draped casket of former 
Vice President Dick Cheney out of the Washington National 
Cathedral during Thursday’s funeral service.

KEITH PEARLMAN ON COMMUNITY  |  D1
Go on an insider’s tour of what’s happening 
now and what’s coming next in The Villages.

As little as 35 minutes 
total of exercise per 
week can reduce the 
chance of dementia  
over a subsequent  
four-year timespan  
by 41%, according to 
research from the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health. 
Researchers also found 
that the more exercise you 
do, the more your risk of 
dementia drops. Out of the 
90,000 adults who partici-
pated in the study, those 
who did 25 to 60 minutes 
of exercise a week saw a 
60% reduction in risk.

35

Please See CHENEY, A9


