
Gamesmanship 
at the Ryder 
Cup has started 
without a shot 
being struck. 
The European 
and American 
captains took 
a couple of 
veiled jabs at 
each other.

See wildlife 
and plants and 
learn more 
about Silver 
Springs with a 
Glass Bottom 
Boat Tour 
between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. at 
Silver Springs 
State Park.
Learn about the springs 
and see ancient Native 
American and Spanish 
artifacts as well as 
underwater movie props. 
Tours last 30 minutes 
and run every 15 to 
20 minutes, weather 
permitting.
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LIGHTNING SAFETY 
REMAINS CRUCIAL 
DURING RAINY SEASON

WHITE CANE DAY 
BRINGS AWARENESS 
TO VISION LOSS

If you hear thunder, go 
inside or to a car as 
lightning can travel 10 
to 12 miles away from a 
thunderstorm. A17

New Vision for Indepen-
dence will host a Close 
Your Eyes for White Cane 
Day event Oct. 15 at its 
Leesburg office. C1

SHOOTER KILLS 1 DETAINEE, CRITICALLY 
INJURES 2 AT TEXAS IMMIGRATION SITE
Authorities say a shooter opened fire from a roof onto 
a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement loca-
tion in Dallas on Wednesday, killing one detainee and 
wounding two others in a van before taking his own life.
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The fall entertainment season is 
underway, and with September 
being National Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing Awareness Month, 
residents may want to take 
note of all the ADA-compliant 
services offered to help deaf and 
hard of hearing guests enjoy 
entertainment at performing arts 
venues around The Villages.

Please See ENTERTAINMENT, A8
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life styleInside
Relax with comics and 

puzzles, D4-6

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, D2

ADVICE
Get advice from Heloise and Dear Annie as they 
answer readers’ questions, D2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a question about Lifestyle section items? 
Email mia.stephens@thevillagesmedia.com.

Advice D2

Comics D4

Puzzles D5-6

Horoscopes D7

History D7

Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Glass Bottom Boat Tours, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Silver 
Springs State Park, 5656 E. Silver Springs Blvd., 
Silver Springs, price varies; register in advance 
at silversprings.com. Learn about the springs, see 
native wildlife and plants, ancient Native American 
and Spanish artifacts and underwater movie props. 
Tours last 30 minutes and run every 15 to 20 minutes, 
weather permitting. The cost is $15 for adults, $14 
for children ages 3 to 12 and for seniors 55 and older 
and free for children ages 2 and up. 

Fruitland Park 100-Year Centennial Celebration & Drone Show, 5:30 to 9 p.m., Veterans Memorial Park, 810 W. 
Berckman St., Fruitland Park, free; fruitlandpark.org. As milestones go, a 100th birthday is about as big as they 
come. Join the party as Fruitland Park celebrates reaching the century mark as a city. There will be music, food 
trucks and other vendors, games, laser tag, bounce houses, and an all-drone light show at the once-in-a-century 
celebration. Visit the website above for details.

Thursday 9/25
Bacall Grand 
Reopening Celebration, 
9 a.m., Bacall Executive 
Golf Course, 2042 
Canal St., The 
Villages, free. Golf is 
practically synonymous 
with The Villages 
lifestyle, and The 
Villages Community 
Development Districts 
is celebrating the 
reopening the Bacall 
executive golf course. 
The event starts at 9 a.m. 
with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. Those in 
attendance will receive 
a commemorative gift. 
Tee times start at 10 a.m.  
Call 352-753-4653 to 
reserve a tee time.

Saturday 9/27
Battlefield Book Fest, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Dade 
Battlefield Historic State 
Park, 7200 Battlefield 
Parkway, Bushnell, $5 
park admission per 
vehicle; dadebattlefield.
com/bookfest. With the 
theme “making books 
come alive,” this new 
event will feature 
storytelling, skits, 
bingo, historians and 
authors from many 
genres. Vendors will sell 
bookmarks, tumblers, 
keychains and more. 
There will be a fill-a-bag 
book sale, and each 
guest will receive a free 
book, while supplies 
last.  

Friday 9/26
Music Lover’s Showcase, 
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday, 
Savannah Center, 1545 
Buena Vista Blvd., The 
Villages, $5 per day; buy 
tickets at at any At Your 
Service center or online 
at districtgov.org. This 
week, Savannah Center 
sets the stage for a music 
festival that puts resident 
bands in the limelight. See 
fellow Villagers playing 
music of all genres all 
day long in hourlong sets 
simultaneously in The 
Scarlett O’Hara Theater 
and four banquet rooms. A 
full list of who is playing 
when is available at the 
website above.

Sunday 9/28
Five Weeks of Fall (Week 
1), 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Brown’s 
Adventure Farm, 13940 
U.S. Highway 301, Oxford, 
tickets are $19.60 online, 
$21.95 at the gate, children 
under age 3 get in free; 
brownsadventurefarm.
com. Fall is heating up at 
Brown’s Adventure farm, 
with five weekends of fun. 
This weekend, find your 
way through a 7-acre corn 
maze, try the Spider climb 
or ride the Six-Shooter 
Mega Slide — there are 
over 30 attractions. Each 
weekend is themed; this 
week’s is Hometown 
Heroes: Salute to Service. 
Visit the website above for 
details.

Monday 9/29
Exclusive Cooking Class, 
noon and 2:30 p.m., Prima 
Italian Steakhouse, 
3660 Kiessel Road, The 
Villages, $100 per person; 
make reservations at 
primaitaliansteakhouse.
com. Sip bottomless 
cocktails, wine or beer at 
this fine dining masterclass. 
Raise your culinary skills 
as you learn how to 
prepare a four-course meal 
featuring crab salad with 
crispy leeks, peppercorn 
crusted New York strip 
au poivre and “Dubai 
chocolate” cheesecake. 
Participants receive 
a $10 gift voucher for 
Prima Italian Steakhouse. 
Reservations required.

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.
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Listen 

Watch

Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun

Sophia Lucente  |  Daily Sun

 F O O D  D R I N K

Roast Beet Salad With 
Horseradish-Yogurt Cream

SERVINGS  |  4-6

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Drizzle beets with oil, 
season with salt and pepper, and wrap in aluminum foil. 
Set on a baking sheet and roast until beets are tender 
(a skewer should easily slide through), about 35 to 45 
minutes, depending on the size of the beets. While beets 
are roasting, whisk together yogurt, horseradish, lemon 
juice and parsley. Set aside. Remove beets from oven and 
allow to cool. Once cooled, peel beets over the sink. Cut 
into ½-inch size chunks and arrange on a large serving 
plate or individual plates. Drizzle dressing over, garnish 
with scallions and additional chopped parsley.

I N G R E D I E N T S

2 small bunches (about 2 lb.) 
beets, washed, leaves removed

2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil

Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper

½ c. plain whole milk Greek yogurt

2 tbsp. prepared horseradish 
sauce, or more to taste

1 tbsp. fresh lemon juice

1 tbsp. minced parsley, plus more 
for garnish

3 scallions, trimmed and sliced into 
1/8 in.-sized pieces

Source: Tribune News Service

ENJOY THIS 
CALIFORNIA RED 
BLEND
Prophecy Red 
Blend: This red 
blend that unites 
two regions into a 
single, harmonious 
wine is luscious and 
lingering, with hints 
of raspberry, plum 
and dark cherry that 
seamlessly layer 
with notes of butter-
scotch, toasted 
oak and chocolate-
covered strawberries. 
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Make it a Great Day!

I N S I D E  T O D AY ’ S  D A I LY  S U N

Bill Mitchell  |  Daily Sun
Al Arnold, of the Village of Charlotte, is stepping down as president director of the VHA’s Helping Hands program.

Arnold Passes Baton 
At VHA Helping Hands

By CHASITY BOATMAN  |  Daily Sun Staff Writer

VHA Helping Hands is under new leadership.
After nearly a decade of service, Al Arnold stepped 

down from his leadership role at the community-based 
medical equipment lending program serving residents 
of The Villages. On Sept. 1, longtime volunteer Marc 
Langroth took up the mantle as president director of 
the organization.

Arnold, a retired U.S. Army officer with 28 years  
of military service, began volunteering with Helping 
Hands after moving to The Villages in 2016. Starting 
as a driver, he quickly recognized the program’s 
potential and applied skills honed in the military 

Please See VHA, A7
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BEFORE THEY WERE VILLAGERS  |  C5

Sandy Denarski worked in accounting and 
financing for Johnson & Johnson for 37 years.

OUT & ABOUT IN THE VILLAGES  |  A4
Senior writer Veronica Wernicke shares  
observations from a day in The Villages.
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$280$280MM $2$2..8383
Wildwood city commis-
sioners unanimously 
approved the largest 
budget in the history of the 
City of Wildwood. A little 
more than half is dedicated 
to the $150 million water 
reclamation facility. Other 
capital projects include 
a new substation for the 
Wildwood Police Depart-
ment and improvements 
at Millennium Park.

The property tax rate 
for Wildwood residents 
for the third year in a 
row. The rate represents 
the lowest in the city’s 
history, but because it 
is 4.7% higher than the 
rollback rate of $2.70, it is 
considered a tax increase. 
A resident whose home 
has a taxable value of 
$350,000 will pay $990.50 
in property taxes.

%∞
K E Y  B U D G E T  FAC T S—

Wildwood Sees Its 
Largest Budget, 
Holds Line on Taxes
By KEITH PEARLMAN  |  Daily Sun Managing Editor

Wildwood city commis-
sioners continue to balance 
the need for infrastructure 
improvements with the 
desire to keep taxes low. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o n 
Monday night unanimously 
approved keeping the prop-
erty tax rate for city residents 
at about $2.83 per $1,000 of 
assessed value for the third 

consecutive year. The rate 
remains the lowest in the 
city’s history, but is consid-
ered a tax increase because it 
is about 4.7% higher than the 
rollback rate of $2.70.

Com m issioners a lso 
unanimously approved a final 
budget of $280 million, the 

Please See WILDWOOD, A6
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N E W S , N O T E S  & H A P P E N I N G S

BY  T H E  N U M B E R S—

America's national parks 
saw a record 331.9 million 
recreation visits in 2024, 
according to data from 
the National Park Service 
(NPS). That's an increase 
of 6.3 million recreation 
visits, or 2%, from 2023. 
NPS is responsible for 433 
sites, including military 
parks, national memorials, 
national reserves and 
national parks, and 404 of 
those sites are included in 
this year's visitation figures. 
National parks remained 
the most popular type of 
site, making up 28% of all 
recreation visits, followed 
by recreation areas (16%) 
and memorials (12%). 

331.9MTROPICAL STORM HUMBERTO FORMS 
AS NHC KEEPS EYE ON WESTERN WAVE

W E AT H E R  N E W S—

A new tropical storm, Humberto, has formed in the 
Atlantic, and it’s set to strengthen into a Category 2 
hurricane over the next few days while following a 
track that keeps it out to sea.

The National Hurricane Center’s latest forecast for 
Humberto shows the system on a northern curving 
track that steers it clear of most of the Caribbean.

As of Wednesday, it had maximum sustained winds 
of 40 mph. Forecasters said they expect the tropical 
storm to strengthen into a hurricane as soon as Sunday.

But it’s the other system in the Atlantic, the one west 
of Humberto, that’s most worth watching for Floridians. 

The hurricane center expects it to develop into a 
tropical depression around Friday or the weekend 
while it’s over the Bahamas. It could be close enough 
to Florida to potentially send impacts. 

As of Wednesday, the hurricane center gave that wave 
a 30% chance of development in the next two days and 
an 80% chance to develop in seven days. The next desig-
nated Atlantic storm name on the list is Imelda.

� — Tribune News Service

National Hurricane Center

SCIENTISTS SAY STORMS MAY TRIGGER ‘FUJIWHARA EFFECT’
With Humberto and a possible Imelda running parallel tracks in 
the Atlantic, it could be a setup for the “Fujiwhara effect” — when 
two nearby storms interact. “Sometimes if you have a strong storm 
and a weak storm, one will basically swallow the other up,” said Phil 
Klotzbach, a senior research scientist at Colorado State University.

Langroth


