
Tribune News Service
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, left, and Florida Department 
of Health Surgeon General Dr. Joseph Ladapo vowed 
Wednesday to end vaccine mandates in Florida.
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Launches: In March, the 
FAA posted a draft envi-
ronmental assessment for 
SpaceX’s plans to increase 
launches from Canaveral’s 
Space Launch Complex 40 
from its current limit of 
50 per year to as many as 
120, while also building 
out a new landing pad 
that could handle up to 
34 returns of Falcon 9 first-
stage boosters annually. 
The FAA announced that 
the changes were accept-
able under requirements 
set forth by the National 
Environmental Policy Act, 
modifying an existing 

“Finding of No Significant 
Impact,” known as a FONSI. 
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life styleInside
Relax with comics and 

puzzles, D4-6

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, D2

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From celebrity news to local happenings, here’s 
the latest happenings in entertainment, D2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a features tip or general question? Contact 
Andrea Davis at 352-753-1119, ext. 5374

Comics D4

Puzzles D5-6

Horoscopes D7

History D7

Advice D9

Poems D10

Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Archery 102, 9 a.m., Dudley Archery Range at Fenney 
Recreation, 3212 Fenney Way, The Villages, free; 
register in advance at districtgov.org. This hands-on 
learning opportunity is designed for archers looking 
for the next step to enhance their skills. Members 
of the Archery Club will work with participants to 
accomplish this. For the safety of all participants, 
extremely loose fitting clothes and bathing suits are 
prohibited. Sport or athletic shoes are required, no 
open-toe shoes. Hair must be out of face.

Coffee Home Roasting and Tasting, 9:30 to 11 a.m., Lake Okahumpka Recreation, 4505 Okahumpka Run, The 
Villages, $5 supply fee, $25 for residents and $31 for nonresidents; register at theenrichmentacademy.org. Learn 
to be your own barista with this class that takes you through the history of coffee and its most productive 
agricultural regions. Get down to business with a discussion of coffee roasting and a full roast demonstration, 
followed by a tasting of freshly roasted coffee from seven major growing regions.

Thursday 9/4
Thirsty Thursdays Trivia, 
noon to 2 p.m., Sawgrass 
Grove, 766 Marilee Place, 
The Villages, free, no 
reservation needed; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. Off the top of your 
head, how many of 
Charlie’s Angels can 
you name?  What was 
Kojak’s catchphrase? 
If 50-year-old factoids 
like these have resided 
in your memory, 
their day has finally 
arrived at this week’s 
lunchtime trivia contest 
at Sawgrass Grove’s 
weekly trivia contest. 
Every week is themed, 
and this week’s theme is 
‘70s TV trivia.

Saturday, 9/6
Soldier/Seminole 
Reenactor-led Battlefield 
walk program, 10 a.m.  
to noon, Dade Battlefield 
State Park, 7200 
Battlefield Parkway, 
Bushnell, park entry 
at $3 per vehicle or 
free with Florida State 
Parks Annual Pass; 
dadebattlefield.com. 
Experience a reenactor-
led battlefield walk on 
the Fort King Road and 
learn about the start of 
the Second Seminole War 
on Dec. 28, 1835, one of 
the bloodiest and longest 
wars in United States 
history. This event is 
outdoors and closed-toe 
shoes are recommended. 

Friday 9/5
The Boss Project, 7 p.m., 
The Sharon L. Morse 
Performing Arts Center, 
1051 Main St., The Villages, 
tickets start at $30; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. If you’re a Bruce 
Springsteen fan, you 
were born to run to The 
Sharon and spend a 
couple hours dancing in 
the dark at this tribute 
show. The Boss Project 
not only covers decades 
of Springsteen’s hits, but 
does it with a spirit that 
re-creates the legendary 
energy of his live shows. 
Tickets are available at 
the website above and all 
open Villages Box Office 
locations.

Sunday, 9/7
Sunset Tour, 6:45 to 
8:30 p.m., Lake Griffin 
State Park, 3089 US 
441, Fruitland Park, $40 
per person; advance 
registration required at 
flgsp.org. Join the Friends 
of Lake Griffin State 
Park on this picturesque 
twilight tour. Watch the 
sky and water change 
colors as you paddle 
through the Dead River 
Marsh. Listen to the 
creatures of the night 
announce their presence 
with the rise of the full 
moon. Then, flip on your 
headlamps for the return 
trip. Dress for an evening 
chill, and wear shoes and 
pants that can get wet. 

Monday, 9/8
Monday Night Car Show, 
5 to 8 p.m., Brownwood 
Paddock Square, 2705 
W. Torch Lake Drive, 
The Villages, free; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. Around here, 
September means the 
return of two things: 
football and car shows 
in The Villages’ town 
squares. Prior to the 
Monday night NFL action, 
spend a few hours 
looking at the variety of 
makes and models on 
display by The Villages 
Convertible Club. Each 
show, a different club is 
featured and cars that the 
club picks will be shown 
on that night.

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.
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Listen 

Watch
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George Horsford  |  Daily Sun

 F O O D  D R I N K

This Easy Vegan French 
Toast Is Delicious 

SERVINGS  |  4 to 6

Add cornstarch and coconut milk to a low, wide bowl and 
whisk well to eliminate any lumps. Add maple syrup, 
vanilla, cinnamon, salt and turmeric, and whisk to combine. 
Set slices of bread into coconut mixture, and leave to soak 
on each side for at least a minute or two. Heat a large 
nonstick skillet over medium heat. Melt butter or oil of 
choice, and swirl it around pan. Add slices of soaked bread 
to hot pan, and allow to cook until you see edges browning. 
Refuse the urge to check, or you’ll disturb the crisp 
browning that the cornstarch helps with. Flip when ready, 
and cook the other side equally. Continue with remaining 
slices. Top your golden stack of French toast with butter 
(vegan or otherwise) and a good dose of pure maple syrup.

I N G R E D I E N T S

4 tablespoons cornstarch

3/4 cup full-fat coconut milk

3 teaspoons maple syrup, plus 
more for drizzling

2 teaspoons vanilla extract

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/4 teaspoon sea salt

1/8 teaspoon ground turmeric (for 
color)

6 to 8 soft bread slices (3/4-to-1-
inch thick), such as challah, brioche 

or thick sandwich bread

Vegan butter or vegetable oil for 
cooking

Source: Tribune News Service

BELGIAN 
TRADITION MEETS 
THAI FLAIR
Trade Winds: This 
beer is a Belgian-
style tripel ale. Enjoy 
floral and earthy 
aromas, followed by 
refreshing herbal 
notes of Thai basil. 
Notes of zesty citrus 
and coconut meld 
seamlessly, before 
imparting with a 
crisp and dry finish. 
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Make it a Great Day!
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Daily Sun file photo
Dawn and Mike Albano, center, and Lyle Thies, of the Village of DeLuna, cheer during a watch party held by 
Philadelphia Eagles fans at City Fire American Oven & Bar in Brownwood.

Businesses Gear Up 
For Football Season

By SUMMER JARRO  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer

With college football season already in full swing, and the 
Philadelphia Eagles and Dallas Cowboys preparing to face off 
tonight in the first NFL game of the season, businesses in The 
Villages are ready to welcome football season and its fans.

City Fire American Oven & Bar, Gator’s Dockside, Victory 
Sports Grill and Tap House Social saw their first big crowds 
of the season last week as the college football season kicked 

off. They expect to be even busier now that NFL games are 
being added to the mix.

“It makes for a good environment,” said Kaene Runion, 
general manager of City Fire American Oven & Bar in Brown-
wood. “You always want to have a place to have some finger 

Please See FOOTBALL, A7
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BEFORE THEY WERE VILLAGERS  |  C5

Debby Cody served in the U.S. Army, where 
she spent 22 years working in finance.

CHASITY BOATMAN ON CHARITY  |  C1
Wildwood Police Department golf tournament 
will raise money for Christmas With a Cop.
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The Eagles 
want to focus on 
the new season 
and avoid 
reminders 
of last year’s 
success ahead 
of tonight’s NFL 
season opener 
against the 
Dallas Cowboys.

Gain 
experience 
with a bow 
and arrow 
and improve 
your skills with 
Archery 102  at 
9 a.m. at Dudley 
Archery Range 
at Fenney 
Recreation
This free hands-on 
learning opportunity 
is designed for archers 
looking for the next  
step to enhance their 
skills. Members of the 
Archery Club will work 
with participants to 
accomplish this.
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EXOTIC ANIMAL TRADE 
PERPETUATES INVASIVE 
SPECIES ISSUES IN STATE

PIECEMAKERS CHAPTER 
CREATES WARMTH FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS

Groups across the state 
are working to limit exotic 
animal trade and neglect, 
and to provide animal 
care education. A13

The subgroup of the 
Quilting Guild of The 
Villages is working on 
handmade stockings for 
children in need. C1

REPORT SAYS IRAN UPPED URANIUM 
STOCKPILE BEFORE ATTACK IN JUNE
A report by the International Atomic Energy Agency said 
Wednesday that Iran had 972 pounds of uranium enriched 
up to 60% when Israel launched its military attack June 13, 
an increase of 71.2 pounds since its last report in May. 
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For the past several years, a 
Villages big band has used jazz’s 
swinging power to help a local 
high school band enrich its music 
studies. The Savoys Show Band, a 
16-piece group led by Mike James, 
will host another benefit concert 
for Wildwood Middle High 
School’s band at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 17 
at Colony Cottage Recreation.

Please See CONCERT, A8

O N LY  I N  T H E  V I L L AG E S—
By Michael Fortuna
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Make it a Great Day!

N E W S , N O T E S  & H A P P E N I N G S

Phil Sears  |  The Associated Press
House Speaker Paul Renner, 
R-Palm Coast, gavels open the 
House of Representatives for 
debate in 2022 in Tallahassee.

DeSantis, Ladapo 
Vow to End State’s 
Vaccine Mandates
By JIM TURNER  |  News Service of Florida

State Surgeon General 
Joseph Ladapo on Wednesday 
vowed to end vaccine 
mandates in Florida, putting 
the state in the middle of a 
growing national debate.

 Gov. Ron DeSantis also 
announced that Florida will 
establish a “Make America 
Healthy Again” advisory 
committee overseen by First 

Lady Casey DeSantis and Lt. 
Gov. Jay Collins.

Ladapo said the Florida 
Department of Health will 
eliminate rules set by his 
predecessors and request 
that the Legislature “get rid 
of the rest of it.”

“The Florida Department of 

Please See VACCINES, A6

FORMER STATE HOUSE SPEAKER  
PAUL RENNER ENTERS THE RUNNING 
FOR FLORIDA GOVERNOR

P O L I T I C A L  N E W S—

Former Florida House Speaker Paul Renner is 
jumping into the race to replace term-limited Gov. 
Ron DeSantis.

The Palm Coast Republican filed on Wednesday 
for the 2026 governor’s race. The move will pit 
him against fellow Republican U.S. Rep. Byron 
Donalds, who has secured President Donald Trump’s 
endorsement.

“If elected, I will go to where I have to go to stop any 
crack in the wall for the free state of Florida,” Renner said.

Renner, a U.S. Navy veteran, said he’s supportive 
of Trump’s agenda and wants to tackle issues like the 
affordability crisis, reading scores among children, 
infrastructure needs and high insurance rates.

During his time as House speaker from 2022 
to 2024, Renner and Senate President Kathleen 
Passidomo passed a slew of conservative legislation, 
including bills that helped bolster DeSantis’ brand as 
a culture war fighter. 

— Tribune News Service

WHO ELSE IS GOING 
FOR THE POSITION
In response to Renner’s 
announcement, Ryan 
Smith, a spokesperson for 
Donalds’ campaign, said 
in a statement that “Byron 
Donalds will be Florida’s 
next Governor because he 
is the proven conservative 
fighter endorsed by Presi-
dent Trump.”

Other Florida Republicans 
have also been rumored to 
be eyeing the state’s top job, 
including Lt. Gov. Jay Collins 
and first lady Casey DeSantis.

David Jolly, a former 
Republican U.S. representa-
tive, is also running for 
governor, but as a Democrat. 

DeSantis has not yet 
endorsed a candidate for 
2026.


