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Coming Tomorrow

Air Gun 101, 9 a.m., Rio Grande Air Gun Range, 
1220 Rio Grande Ave., The Villages, free; register 
in advance at districtgov.org. Learn the basics 
of shooting air guns on the outdoor Rio Grande 
Air Gun Range, one of three ranges at recreation 
centers in The Villages. Check out air guns and 
equipment at nearby Chula Vista Recreation. Sport 
or athletic shoes are required — no open-toed 
footwear. Protective eyewear will be provided and 
is required while participating. No loose clothing or 
swimsuits allowed. Ages 13 and up.

Michelle Ingrham, 3 to 5 p.m., Tierra Del Sol Bar & Grill, 806 San Marino Drive, The Villages, free; 
tierradelsolthevillages.com. Enjoy the subtropical paradise of Central Florida every Wednesday and Thursday 
at Tierra Del Sol’s “Live Under the Palms,” where live music enhances your dining experience. Singer-
songwriter Michelle Ingrham will play a number of your old familiar favorites, along with original songs from 
her six CDs drawn from her career spanning more than 20 years.

Tuesday, 8/26
Lake Sumter Line Scenic 
Cruise, 4 p.m. to sunset, 
Lake Sumter Line, 1015 
Lake Shore Drive, $3; 
districtgov.org. Bring 
your friends and family 
for a boat ride on the 
Lake Sumter Line and 
taker a scenic cruise. 
The cruises run seven 
days a week. Take in 
the view as you glide 
around Lake Sumter and 
listen to legendary tales 
about the waters. Bring 
binoculars and look for 
wildlife or sit back and 
feel the wind in your 
hair. No reservations are 
needed. Cruises embark 
from the dock behind R.J. 
Gators.

Thursday, 8/28
Thirsty Thursday Trivia, 
noon to 2 p.m., Sawgrass 
Grove, 766 Marilee 
Place, The Villages, free; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. Here’s a perfect 
excuse to dust off those 
old 45s, flip through 
classic album covers and 
take a trip down memory 
lane. You won’t just be 
daydreaming — you’ll 
be brushing up for this 
week’s Thirsty Thursday 
Trivia. The lunchtime 
contest has a different 
theme each week, and this 
one is a crowd favorite 
with a focus on ‘60s music. 
Get ready to name that 
tune and who sang it. No 
reservation needed.

Wednesday, 8/27
Thomas Watkins, 2 to 4 
p.m., Blondie’s, 1063 Main 
St., The Villages, free; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. Enjoy a cocktail 
and settle into the late-
summer afternoon as 
Thomas Watkins  
sets the mood with  
easy-listening favorites 
from Jim Croce, Jimmy 
Buffett, Gordon Lightfoot,  
James Taylor, The 
Eagles and more. 
Blondie’s offers these 
midafternoon music 
breaks to help ease  
into the evening. See 
the full schedule of 
performers coming to 
Blondie’s at the website 
above.

Friday, 8/29
College Colors Day, 2 
to 8 p.m., Lake Sumter 
Landing Market Square, 
1000 Lake Sumter Landing, 
The Villages, free; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. Team spirit meets 
community spirit in this 
annual event, held this 
year for the first time at 
Lake Sumter Landing. 
Villagers compete to 
see who can muster the 
biggest show of school 
pride. This community 
tailgate party is a 
fundraiser, benefitting 
Wildwood Soup Kitchen, 
Wildwood Food Pantry, 
Lady Lake Christian Food 
Pantry and Beyond the 
Walls Food Pantry.

Saturday, 8/30
Friends of Lake  
Griffin Eco-Tour, 9 to 
10:30 a.m., Lake Griffin 
State Park, 3089 U.S. 
Highway 441, Fruitland 
Park, $30; advanced 
registration required 
at flgsp.org. Explore 
Lake Griffin’s Dead 
River Marsh by kayak 
with certified Florida 
Paddle Guides. Look for 
birds, plants and other 
species. There is a $5 
park entrance fee per 
vehicle and participants 
should arrive 30 minutes 
early. Bring water and 
shoes that can get wet, 
all equipment included. 
For additional tours, visit 
the website above.
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in The Villages.
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Tune in to Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.
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The Friends of The Villages Library all media 
sale, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., The Villages Public Library 
at Pinellas Plaza, 7375 Powell Rd, Wildwood, 
friendsvillageslibrary.com. The Friends of The 
Villages Library is hosting its all media sale at 
The Villages Public Library at Pinellas Plaza in 
conference room 102. The line forms at 9 a.m. and 
the sale begins when setup is complete. Audio 
books are $3, single disks are $1, and multi 
disks are marked. For more information, visit 
friendsvillageslibrary.com.

Weekends at the Winery, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Lakeridge Winery & Vineyards, 19239 U.S. Highway 27, Clermont, 
free; lakeridgewinery.com. Every Saturday and Sunday come out for a fun weekend fi lled with wine, music 
and a good time at Lake Ridge Winery in Clermont. From noon to 4 p.m., Marti the Guitar Guy will provide 
entertainment for guests. No outside food, beverages or coolers are allowed and be sure to bring your lawn 
chairs. Food and drink are available for purchase. For more information visit lakeridgewinery.com.

Saturday 8/26
The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, 
7 p.m., The Studio 
Theatre Tierra Del 
Sol, 806 San Marino 
Drive, The Villages, $45;
thevillagesentertainment.
com. This show continues 
at various times through 
Aug. 26. Based off the 
book by Rachel Sheinkin, 
this show is a quirky 
musical comedy about 
competition and coming 
of age as six spellers 
compete for the spelling 
championship of a lifetime. 
This Tony Award-winning 
musical has charmed 
audiences across the 
country with its effortless 
wit and humor.

Saturday 8/26
The Deal Goes On: 
Tribute to Kenny Rogers, 
7 p.m., Savannah Center, 
1545 N. Buena Vista 
Blvd., starting at $35, 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. Hear classic and 
beloved Kenny Rogers 
songs performed during 

“The Deal Goes on: 
Tribute to Kenny Rogers,” 
performed by Tim Sells. 
The tribute show touches 
on all of Rogers career 
and classic hits like 

“The Gambler,” “Lady,” 
“Islands In The Stream” 
and “She Believes in 
Me.” For tickets, visit 
thevillagesentertainment.
com or any Villages Box 
Offi ce location. 

Saturday 8/26
Dutch Oven Cooking 
Class, 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., Dade Battlefi eld 
Historic State Park, 7200 
Battlefi eld Parkway, 
Bushnell, $3 vehicle fee to 
enter park and $5 activity 
fee; 352-793-4781. This is 
a class where you will 
learn Dutch oven cooking 
techniques, make several 
cast-iron dishes and then 
sample them. Register 
by calling 352-793-4781 or 
email dadeprograms@
fl oridadep.gov, include 
phone number and size 
of group when calling 
or emailing. For more 
upcoming events, visit 
fl oridastateparks.org/
parks-and-trails.

Sunday 8/27
Market of Marion, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 12888 SE 
US Hwy 441 Belleview, 
themarketofmarion.
com, 352-245-6766. With 
over 1,100 booths and 
more than 400 dealers, 
the Market of Marion in 
Belleview has a little 
something for every 
shopper including jewelry, 
toys and auto parts. There 
also is a farmer’s market 
containing fresh fruits 
and vegetables from 
local farmers. The market 
is open Friday through 
Sunday starting at 8 a.m. 
For more information 
about upcoming events 
and available items, visit 
themarketofmarion.com. 

Sunday 8/27
Sunday Sunset Concert 
Series- Tim Hargis, 3 to 
6 p.m., Lazy Mac’s Taco 
Shack, 1000 Old Mill Run, 
The Villages, lazymacs.
com/music. Come out 
and enjoy a good night 
fi lled with music during 
Lazy Mac’s Taco Shack’s 
Sunday Sunset Concert 
Series. This week, 
musician Tim Hargis 
is the featured artist 
and he will perform a 
variety of music that is 
guaranteed to put you in 
a good mood. For more 
information and to fi nd 
the schedule for future 
Sunday Sunset Concert 
Series performers, visit 
lazymacs.com/music.
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Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune in to Xfi nity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.

, // .

Listen

Watch

George Horsford  |  Daily Sun
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Mashed Sweet Potatoes With
Coconut and Lemon Grass

SERVINGS  |  4

Prepare a charcoal fi re and let burn until coals are 
medium-hot and covered in gray ash. Place potatoes 
directly on the hot embers. Cover grill and cook, turning 
potatoes every 10 minutes, until exterior is scorched and 
fl esh yields nicely when a knife is inserted, usually 30 to 
40 minutes. Carefully remove to a metal pan, and let cool 
a few minutes. While potatoes are still warm, slice them 
lengthwise in half. Use a spoon to scoop the soft fl esh out 
of the charred skin. Place the fl esh in a bowl. Use a potato 
masher to crush the fl esh, and mash in the coconut cream, 
lemon grass puree and lime rind. Season with salt and 
pepper. Reheat in the microwave on high (100% power) if 
necessary until hot. Serve sprinkled with cilantro.

INGREDIENTS

5 medium-size sweet potatoes, 
about 2 ⁄ pounds, scrubbed

2 to 3 tablespoons canned 
unsweetened coconut cream

1 teaspoon refrigerated 
lemon grass puree

Grated lime rind from ⁄ a lime

1 teaspoon salt

⁄ teaspoon black pepper

3 tablespoons 
chopped fresh cilantro

Source: Tribune News Service

CELEBRATE 
A BIRTHDAY 
WITH THIS WINE
Nothing says “mile-
stone birthday” like 
a wine that logically 
jibes with how long 
a person has been 
alive. But the 1967 
Taylor Fladgate 
Very Old Single 
Harvest Porto will 
also be a hit even if 
your birthday boy or 
girl is 82, 39, 54, 67 or 
21. This is a luxurious 
wine for a special 
occasion.
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Make it a Great Day!

N AT I O N A L  N E W S—

N E W S , N O T E S  & H A P P E N I N G S

Barkley, 
Hurts and the 
Philadelphia 
Eagles are built 
for a repeat 
championship. 
Can they do it? 
That’s one of the 
top storylines 
entering the 
2025 season.

Come out and 
take a shot 
at learning 
the basics of 
how to shoot 
air guns at 
9 a.m. today 
with lessons 
available at Rio 
Grande Air 
Gun Range.
Check out air guns and 
equipment at nearby 
Chula Vista Recreation. 
Sport or athletic shoes 
are required. Protective 
eyewear is required and 
will be provided while 
participating in the 
lessons.

I N  S P O R T S   |   B1— I N  L I F E S T Y L E   |   E1 —

I N  N AT I O N A L  N E W S— I N  N AT I O N A L  N E W S—
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OREGON WILDFIRE 
BURNS 4 HOMES, 
THREATENS MORE

CENTRAL PARK LOOKS 
TO BAN HORSE-DRAWN 
CARRIAGE TOURS

The 29-square-mile 
Flat Fire in Oregon left 
about 4,000 homes 
under various levels of 
evacuation notices. A9

The nonprofit that 
manages the park has 
thrown its support 
behind a proposal to 
end the tours. A10

TRUMP ENVOY SAYS OFFICIALS WORKING 
‘VERY, VERY HARD’ TO END UKRAINE WAR
U.S. special envoy Keith Kellogg made the statement 
from Kyiv on Monday as a lack of progress fuels doubts 
about whether a peace settlement to end Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine is on the horizon.

, // .

-

The Villages Philharmonic 
Orchestra returns from its 
summer hiatus for the “Labor 
Day Celebration Pops” concert 
Sunday at The Sharon L. Morse 
Performing Arts Center. It also 
marks the start of the VPO’s star-
studded season, which will feature 
a lineup of classical musicians and 
singers and the return of matinees.

Please See ORCHESTRA, A8

O N LY  I N  T H E  V I L L AG E S—
By Taylor Strickland

Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun
Customers wait in line during the soft opening of Harry and the Natives on Monday next to Lake Okahumpka Recreation.

First Patrons Pack 
Harry and The Natives

By KEITH PEARLMAN  |  Daily Sun Managing Editor

The worst kept secret in town is out — Harry and the Natives 
is now open. 

The restaurant and tiki bar on the shore of Lake Okahumpka 
in the Village of St. Johns launched its soft opening phase 
Monday to much excitement. 

“It took longer than we had originally hoped, but from the 
first discussions about it, to the groundbreaking, to doing 
the meet-and-greet, and now to get to this point it’s very 

exciting,” said Harry MacArthur, co-owner and namesake 
of the restaurant. “We’ve been blown away by the reception 
from the community. They are as excited for us to be here 
as we are.” 

The opening is the latest in a wave of new restaurants coming 
to the community this summer and fall. 

Please See HARRY, A7

Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun
Richard Farrar, left, a Village of Citrus Grove resident and 
U.S. Navy veteran, shakes hands with U.S. Sen. Ashley 
Moody as he receives the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam 
War Commemoration’s Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin.

Ashley Moody Visits 
American Legion for 
Pinning Ceremony
By VERONICA WERNICKE  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer

For U.S. Navy veteran Danny 
Boone, receiving a Vietnam 
Veteran Lapel Pin from U.S. 
Sen. Ashley Moody was a 
moving experience.

Boone and about 80 other 
Vietnam War veterans were 
pinned by Moody during 
a ceremony Monday at 
American Legion Post 347 
in Lady Lake. The event 

was part of the 50th Anni-
versary of the Vietnam War 
Commemoration. 

“It was a wonderful event,” 
said Boone, of the Village 
of Osceola Hills at Soaring 
Eagle Preserve. “It’s nice 
that others are thankful for 
our service.” 

Please See MOODY, A6
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BEFORE THEY WERE VILLAGERS  |  D5

Paul Diatlovich owned and managed an 
IndyCar team, carving out a unique legacy.

OUT & ABOUT IN THE VILLAGES  |  A4
Staff writer Sylaisha Taylor shares 
observations from a day in The Villages.
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FUNDS FOR FOOD

Donations can be made by check 
at Citizens First Bank locations  

in The Villages or online at  
thevillagesdailysun.com.  

The donation drive ends Thursday.

DONATIONS UPDATE

$38,275
D O N A T E D

43,494
P O U N D S  O F  F O O D

= 1,000 Pounds

USPS

There will soon be a new spot to honor former 
President Jimmy Carter: the corner of an envelope.

The U.S. Postal Service will launch a Forever 
stamp commemorating Carter on Oct. 1, which 
would have been his 101st birthday. The stamp will 
be issued during a ceremony that day in Atlanta, 
the home of the Carter Presidential Center and 
where he served as governor.

Collectors and Carter enthusiasts can preorder 
the stamp online at usps.com/stamps starting 
Sept. 1, with orders arriving around early October, 
according to a spokesperson. The stamp also will be 
sold at post offices nationwide Oct. 1.

Carter, who died at age 100 on Dec. 29 in his 
hometown of Plains, is the only Georgian to win 
a term in the White House. He joins an illustrious 
lineup of others with Peach State ties to land the 
distinct but diminutive prize of gracing a stamp. 
Those include the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Rep. 
John Lewis and golf great Bobby Jones.

� — Tribune News Service

Presidents are memorial-
ized on stamps after 
they die, according to 
the government’s stamp 
selection criteria. Since 
1945, the nation’s leaders 
have been featured on 
stamps typically within 
a year of their death, the 
Postal Service says on its 
website. 

The agency issued a 
stamp for George H.W. 
Bush, who died in 2018, on 
his birthday in June of the 
following year. Meanwhile, 
George Washington, the 
nation’s first president, has 
appeared on more than 
300 different stamps.

HOW DO THEY PICK 
PRESIDENTS TO 
PUT ON STAMPS?


