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HURRICANE KATRINA 20 YEARS LATER Jaﬂhouse

snitches
testify on
Adelson

Woman says she was
offered grand piano
for false testimony

Jeff Burlew
Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Two jailhouse snitches who got
close to Donna Adelson during their
time together in the Leon County De-
tention Facility gave blockbuster testi-
mony in her murder trial, with one say-
ing the defendant admitted she was
guilty and the other saying she was of-
fered $10,000 and a grand piano to lie
to investigators.

The testimony of Patricia Byrd and
Drina Bernhardt marked a climactic

Floodwaters from Hurricane Katrina cover streets on Aug. 30, 2005, in New Orleans. Much of the area was inundated as near end Aug. 29 to the state’s case.

levees began to break and leak around Lake Pontchartrain. According to federal estimates, Katrina saw the third-highest Though two last witnesses, including a
death toll from a hurricane in recorded U.S. history. VINCENT LAFORET/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES handwriting expert and a police inves-

tigator, later took the stand, prosecu-
tors rested their case afterward.

Hurricane Katrina devastated the Lower Ninth Ward; remaining And while prosecutors hoped their

testimony would make an impression

residents and nonprofits work to bring neighborhood back to life on jurors, one of Adelsons’ lawyers at-

Rick Jervis UsA TODAY

tacked their credibility during cross-
examination and suggested they were
looking for deals.
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in the Lower Ninth Ward, their houses long washed away. ¢ Overgrown glogunfy mDet‘anigE inside
lots outnumber grocery stores. Streets, once filled with the sounds of Facility for violating  Analysis: will

children playing or older folks playing dominoes, are mostly quiet,

their probation in ‘“rain’ of justice
unrelated cases and make another

punctured occasionally by the sound of a distant lawn mower. e “Wasn’t always like testiilied | wearing stop?
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this,” said Harry Sims, 72, whose house, on aptly-named Flood Street, is ringed on ﬁﬁgpsﬁgiiqu‘f‘psu‘ ® Page A
three sides by empty lots. “Katrina chased them all away.” The informants

It’s been 20 years since Hurricane q
Katrina roared ashore on the Gulf Coast
on the morning of Aug. 29, 2005, and the
federal levees failed across New Or-
leans, unleashing flood torrents across
the city.

The Category 3 hurricane and the en- il
suing breached levees and floodwalls
caused more than 1,300 deaths — many
of them in the Lower Ninth Ward — and
around $200 billion in damages (adjust- &=
ed for inflation), making it at the time
the costliest hurricane ever to hit the

U.S. The disaster still claims the third- Harry Sims, 72, a longtime Lower Ninth
highest death toll from a hurricaneinre- resident, helped rescue several people on his skiff

were not a complete secret in the case
— the Tallahassee Democrat reported
on them in recent months as their
names came up in court hearings and
filings, including one unsuccessful at-
tempt by Adelson’s defense lawyers,

1- Joshua Zelman and Jackie Fulford, to
i get Leon Circuit Judge Stephen Everett
= booted off the trial.
L - =) And while prosecutors signaled ear-
lier that Adelson offered the women

See TESTIFY, Page 4A
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corfied U.S. history, according to federal during th.e floods. He built a new home on Flood Note to readers
estimates. Street using federal recovery funds, but there are ) o

empty lots all around him. “You can’t run from We will not be printing a paper on
See KATRINA, Page 9A home,” he says. JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY Monday, Sept. 1, but will be providing

More inside

WeatherTiger: All clear so far, but Hurricane Katrina shows how bad September can be
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it to you via the eNewspaper. You can
always find the latest news on our
website, mobile app, newsletters and
social media. Subscribers can access
the eNewspaper by going to our
website and clicking on eNewspaper
in the black navigation bar.
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TRUST YOUR Schedule Your FREE Next Day Roofing Inspection
With over 100,000 projects
completed in our 16 years of
your home. to get started
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will receive a $200 Lowes gift card. Retail value is $200. Offer sponsored by Best Choice Roofing (BCR). Limit one per household. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. Employees of BCR or affiliated
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gas card. No purchase is necessary. In-home product consultation must take place on or before 8/31/2025. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Best Choice Roofing (BCR). Limit one per household. BCR procures, sells,
and installs roofing systems. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
tallahassee.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and

sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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