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By Lois K. Solomon
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

It’s gottenconfusingout there.
When customers are ready to

pay at South Florida businesses,
they’re often not sure what type
of money the venue will accept
and what the conditions will be.

Theyhavetoask:Iscashaccepted,
or is it strictly credit card-only?
Will paying with plastic incur
a surcharge? Do old-fashioned
dollarbillsunlockadiscount?

RetailworkerLaurenPetschek
haswitnessed the bewilderment
firsthand.AtherdowntownDelray
Beach shop, customers often
approachthecounterwarilytoask
whetherusingacreditcardcomes
withanextra fee.

Itdoesn’t.ButPetscheksaidher
doctors’ andveterinarian’soffices
have added in fees for credit card
use. She tries to pay with cash

whenever she can, although it’s
oftennotaccepted.

“I feel likewe should have the
option,”saidPetschek,69,aDelray
Beach resident who objects to
mobile payment terminals that
servers bring to restaurant tables
forquickcredit-cardtallying.“Itell
them, ‘I’mpayingcash. Iwant the
checkplease.Put it on the table.’”

AsAmericans increasingly rely
on credit cards, cash enthusiasts
suchasPetschekarenot relishing
theirminority status.A2026Pew
ResearchCentersurveyshowsthis
club is small: Only 12% of Ameri-

canssaytheyusepapermoneyfor
most transactions.

Many baby boomers and
their senior counterparts were
saddenedwhenthepenny,atangi-
ble connection to their pre-credit
card youth,wasdiscontinued last
year. But younger generations
rarelyusecoins,orcashingeneral,
andtheU.S.governmentsaideach
pennycosts3.69centstomanufac-
ture.

“Over time, inmy opinion, we
willmovefurtherandfurtheraway

Cash, credit or surcharge?
Bartender Albert Beringer stands near a sign warning customers of a 3% fee when using a credit card to pay at Tropical Smokehouse in West
Palm Beach. CARLINE JEAN/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

What to know
before you pay
in South Florida
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CAIRO—A projectile struck a
passenger terminal at the interna-
tionalairport inRiyadhonSunday,
a day after a missile hit the same

terminal and killed 12 people, the
Saudi-led coalition fighting Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen
said.TheHouthisclaimedrespon-
sibility for thoseattacksandothers.

Saudi authorities said there
were injuries in the latest attack
on the King Khalid International
Airport complex for terminals 3

and 4 for domestic flights. Satur-
day’s missile attackwas the dead-
liest inaGulfArabnationsince the
Iranwar began, with another 300
people wounded, some critically.
Theairportwasstill closedSunday.

Thesharpescalation in thenew
front in thewar threatens to draw
in greater U.S. military involve-

ment, as PresidentDonaldTrump
has saidhe isweighing joining the
fight against the Houthis. There
was no White House comment
Sunday.

Also, a senior Iranian official
says Tehran finds the latest U.S.
response to a proposal to end the
war “insufficient” and warns of
attacksonregionaldatacentersand
cables if fighting intensifies again.

The head of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council spoke
as efforts at negotiations to end
thewarand fullyopen theStrait of
Hormuzlimpalong.Thecomments
byMohsenRezaei, a formerRevo-
lutionaryGuardcommander,were
carried by Iran’s state-run IRNA
newsagency.

Houthis keep hitting Saudi airports
Attacks come as Trumpmulls joining fight; Iran nixes US peace bid
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A fast-growing multi-state
autism therapy firm based in Fort
Lauderdale has acknowledged
that it is under a federal investiga-
tionover itsbillingpracticesand is
“working”with investigators.

ABACentersofAmerica,whose
growthandfinancial fortunesrock-
etedtonationalprominence in less
than six years after its founding in
2020,hasbeenunderscrutinysince
early 2025by theU.S.Department
of Health andHuman Services in
NewHampshire, where a federal
magistrate allowed investigators
to scour the emails andother elec-
troniccommunicationsof founder
ChristopherM.Barnettandmulti-
ple upper-echelon company offi-
cials.

An 81-page federal affidavit
submitted to a New Hampshire
federal magistrate seeking access
toexecutiveMicrosoftaccountsof
various ABA executives indicates
agents are investigating possi-
ble offenses including alleged
false statements relating to health

Therapy
firm’s
billing
probed
Company based in
Fort Lauderdale under
federal investigation

By Jeffrey Schweers
ORLANDO SENTINEL

TALLAHASSEE — A Black
DemocratandawhiteRepublican,
bothwomen, are vying to beU.S.
Senator fromFlorida. The gover-
nor’s bout has the opposite, and
farmore unusual, configuration:
white male Democrat vs. Black

maleRepublican.
And that has led to striking if

sometimes subtle stylistic and
rhetoricaldifferences inhowrace
isplaying in these twotop-of-the-
ticket contests.

Angie Nixon, a progressive
Democrat from urban Jackson-
ville, faces Ashley Moody, the
former state attorney general

appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis
tofill out the remainder ofMarco
Rubio’s senate term.

In the governors’ race, Byron
Donalds,aGOPcongressmanfrom
mostly white suburbanNaples is
running against David Jolly, a
former Republican congressman
turned Democrat from Indian
Shores, a beachside community

inPinellasCounty.
While Nixon leans into the

issues that affect Black voters,
Donalds, an early favorite with
his endorsement fromPresident
Trump, eschewed Black politi-
cal events and specific issues for
mostofhiscampaign, focusingon

ELECTION 2026

Contests show differing strategies for handling race

The ABA Centers of America
headquarters is in downtown Fort
Lauderdale. AMY BETH BENNETT/
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL
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Dolphins fall to 0-5
Mistakes costMiami against Cincinnati
as rally comes up short in 31-24 loss

ALL GOLD &
SILVER WANTED!
SAVE TIME — CALL US FIRST !

FREE, NO-OBLIGATION EVALUATION
PRICES ARE HIGH

Appraiser with over 45 years
of experience will visit you

at your location

HIGH PRICE PAID
Receive Payment Immediately
WE COME TO YOU!

• DIAMONDS & Signed Designer Jewelry
• Quality Watches — Rolex & Others
• Sterling Silver Sets & Odd Pieces

• Designer Handbags & More
• ARTWORK— Quality Paintings & Prints • Highwayman

• American • European
• COSTUME JEWELRY

CHINESE ANTIQUES
• Porcelain • Jade • Sculptures • Scrolls

• Chinese Collectors Dream

ART GLASS DESIGNERS
• Tiffany • Lalique • Murano & Much More

MID-CENTURY MODERN
Designs From Around the World & America —

50s, 60s & 70s

BRONZE & MARBLE
• Sculptures • Indoor Outdoor
• Clocks • Candelabras & More

ONE PIECE TO ENTIRE CONTENTS WANTED
ANTIQUES & MODERN

We Do Our Best For You !
Locations Palm Beach County & Long Island, New York

Buying Throughout All 50 States

ESTATE BUYERS • DECORATIVE ARTS AUCTION

561-779-6648 • 954-224-7603


