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By David Lyons
SOUTH FLORIDA
SUN SENTINEL

South Florida personal
and business bankruptcies
are becoming the prover-
bialcanary inthecoalmine
forfinancialdistressasIran
war-driven energy prices
and other rising costs add
pressure to the ability to
payoffdebts.

Figures from the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court the
Southern District of Flor-

ida showfilings are on the
rise this year versus 2025
for Chapter 7 liquidations,
Chapter 11 reorganizations
and Chapter 13 bankrupt-
cies that carry repayment
plans.

“I believe this is the
beginning of the tidal
wave,” said Fort Lauder-
dale bankruptcy lawyer
Chad VanHorn of the Van
HornLawGroup.“There is
somuchdebt in thesystem
and, as you know, wages
are not going up. Every-
one’s putting purchases on
credit cards. The consum-
ersarecracking.”

“We’re in the top six in
filing bankruptcies nation-

South Florida
bankruptcy
filings increase

By Cindy Krischer
Goodman
SOUTH FLORIDA
SUN SENTINEL

Amazon One Medical
has agreed to refer all of
its primary care patients
in South Floridawho need
follow-uptoBaptistHealth
South Florida specialists
andoutpatient facilities.

The partnership,
announced last week,
between the South Flor-
ida health system and
Amazon’s medical arm
benefits both entities,
and some of the 900,000
patientswhoaccessvirtual
and in-person primary
carethroughtheirAmazon
Prime membership. The
partnershipbecomeseffec-
tiveasofAug. 1.

“We are two innovative
organizations looking to
advance the way health-
care is delivered,” said
Nancy Batista-Rodriguez,

chief executive officer of
BaptistOutpatientServices.
“Healthcare is not easy
to navigate, and we have
specializedinstituteswhere
theirpatientswillbeableto
get follow-upcare.”

In Palm Beach County,
the arrangement will see
Amazon One Medical
patients referred to experts
acrossmultiple specialties,
aswell as referred for inpa-
tient needs to three area
hospitals — Boca Raton
RegionalHospital,Bethesda
East, and Bethesda West.
In Broward, Amazon One
Medical patientswill even-
tuallybereferredtospecial-
istsatthenewBaptistHealth
South Florida hospital and
medical offices in Sunrise
or its outpatient specialty
care centers in Plantation
andPembrokePines.Andin
Miami-Dade,AmazonOne
memberswillbeabletotran-

AmazonOneMedical
partnerswith Baptist
Health South Florida

Consumers,
businesses deal
with war impact,
rising prices

See PARTNERS on Page A6
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By Anthony Man
SOUTH FLORIDA
SUN SENTINEL

Hispanicvoters,whohave
been a pillar of support in
FloridaforPresidentDonald
Trumpandthestate’sRepub-
licans, don’t approve of his
performance in office. And
that poll finding could have
implications for theNovem-
bermidtermelections.

One in five Hispanic
voters in Floridawho voted
forTrump in 2024 told poll-
sters that if they could get a
redo, theydefinitelyorprob-
ably wouldn’t vote for him

again. Nationally evenmore
Hispanic voters, one in four,
feel thatway.

Disenchantment with
Trump among Hispanic
voters in Florida, the recent
poll found, is driven by the
issue that is affecting all
kinds of voters everywhere
in the country: the cost of
living and what they see as
an inadequate or nonexis-
tent response from Wash-
ington,D.C.

Still, thesurveyconducted
by a bipartisan polling team
for the organizationUnido-

Asmidtermsnear, poll findsone infive
Hispanic voters rethinking support forTrump

See TRUMP on Page A2

Donald Trump speaks to Hispanic leaders at Trump
National Doral Miami on Oct. 22, 2024, shortly before
the presidential election in which he won a second term.
MATIAS J. OCNER/MIAMI HERALD/TNS

By Julia Frankel, Abby
Sewell, Samy Magdy
and Will Weissert
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ISLAMABAD — The
United States and Iran have

reached a deal to end the
war and open the Strait of
Hormuz,offeringrelief tothe
global economy more than
threemonths since fighting
began.

Fulldetailsofthedealwere
not immediately available
Sunday. The signingwill be
Friday in Switzerland. Key
issues like Iran’s nuclear
program are expected to be

addressed later.
President Donald Trump

confirmed a deal had been
reached and said he had
authorizedanendtotheU.S.
naval blockade of Iranian
ports intheStraitofHormuz.

“Congratulationstoall!”he
wroteonsocialmedia,with-
out providing details. He
added, “Ships of theWorld,
startyourengines.Let theoil

flow!”
TheU.S. has said itwould

ease its blockade of Iranian
ports as the strait reopens,
and would agree to relax
sanctions to allow Iran to
sell more oil and strengthen
itsbatteredeconomy.

Iran’s deputy foreign
minister, Kazem Gharib-
abadi, confirmed thedealon
stateTVbut said Iranwould

not start implementing it
until itwas signedFriday.

Iranian state media
reported keymediator Paki-
stan’s announcement of the
deal, after a day in which
Israel, sidelined from the
negotiations, attacked
Beirut’s southern suburbs
while pursuing the Irani-
an-backed Hezbollah and
posed a threat to the discus-

sionsnearinganend.
“Both sideshavedeclared

the immediate and perma-
nent termination of mili-
tary operations on all fronts,
including inLebanon,”Paki-
stansaid,addingthatmedia-
tors this weekwill facilitate
meetings to “lay the founda-
tion for the technical talks.”

Trump:US, Iran reach peace deal
Agreement’s details
still emerging, but
Friday signing set
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Celebrating fighting spirit

KEVIN DIETSCH/GETTY IMAGES
Fans attend the UFC Freedom 250 Fan Fest on The Ellipse ahead of the UFC Freedom 250 fight on the South Lawn of
the White House on Sunday in Washington, DC. The White House called the series of Ultimate Fighting Championship
matches, held on President Trump’s 80th birthday,“a once-in-a-generation celebration of the American
fighting spirit.” SEE STORY IN NATION &WORLD, PAGE 7 ; MORE ON THE SUNDAY EVENING EVENT AT SUNSENTINEL.COM
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Still rolling
Meyer outduels Skenes asMarlins beat
Pirates for 10th win in last 12 games Young politicians

Newgenerationmakeshousing
woespriority.Nation & World, Page 8

TWO-TIME WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE GOLD MEDAL FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

TODAY’S
WEATHER High 91 Low 77 CompleteSouthFlorida forecastonPageB16
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