
$ 5 . 5 0 | S U N D AY, M A R C H 2 2 , 2 0 2 6 | S U N S E N T I N E L . C O M

TWO-TIME WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE GOLD MEDAL FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

TODAY’S
WEATHER High 83 Low 62 CompleteSouthFlorida forecastonPageB8

Vol. 68, No. 82

©2026. All rights reserved.

For home delivery, call 1-800-548-NEWS.

By Ryan Gillespie
ORLANDO SENTINEL

ICE agents in Florida have made more
immigration arrests so far this year than
counterparts in any other part of the coun-
try, outpacing even placeswith announced
“surges,”newdata shows.

TheMiamiFieldOfficefor theU.S. Immi-

gration andCustomsOffice—which covers
Florida, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
— is creditedwith about 120 arrests per day
in2026or9,880totalasofMarch10, theNew
YorkTimes reportedFriday.

TheFloridaarrestdatareflects theefforts
of Gov. Ron DeSantis, who has worked
to position the state as President Donald
Trump’s closest ally inhismassdeportation
agenda. DeSantis called a special legislative
session on immigration even before Trump
returnedtooffice,requiredallofFlorida’s law

enforcement agencies to become partners
in immigration enforcement and last year
opened Alligator Alcatraz, an immigration
detentioncenter in theEverglades.

TheTimesnotedthatplaceswithaggres-
siveICEenforcement, includingMinnesota
whereaso-calledsurge left twoU.S.citizens
dead, still trailed Florida, despite the high-
er-profile activity. For instance, the St. Paul
fieldofficehadmade5,530arrestsasofMarch
10, it reported, about 4,300 fewer than the
Miamioffice.

DeSantis announced in early January
that the state’s efforts last year, dubbed
OperationTidalWave,had led tomore than
10,000 immigration arrests in the previous
eightmonths and called them a sign of the
“strength”ofFlorida’spartnershipwithICE.

State totals are not available for 2026 yet,
andtheICEdatatheTimescited,whichwas
in adocument thenewsorganization said it
reviewed, could not be independently veri-

Florida tops nation in ICE arrests
Miami Field Office credited with
about 120 per day, report shows

By Ryan Tarinelli
CQ-ROLL CALL

WASHINGTON — Not far from Rep.
Jared Moskowitz’s home, police officers
foundbodyarmor,smokegrenadesandfire-
arms inside the house of a convicted felon,
alongwithahandwrittenlistof“targets”that
includedthenameoftheFloridaDemocrat.

The Justice Department said it was
evidenceof awould-be active shooterwho
was “ready for war” and harbored hatred
toward the Jewish community, a “tick-
ing time bomb”who had shot at a Jewish
woman’shomeabouttwomonthsbeforethe
911 call prompted theofficers to search the
felon’shome.

“Someonemadeacallandsavedmylife,”
MoskowitzsaidinaninterviewathisCapitol
Hill office thismonth. “Wegot lucky.”

Becoming
a target
hit home for
Moskowitz

By Anthony Man
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

MichaelRajnerwasubiquitous.
Working the hallways, offices and

committee rooms of the state Capitol, he
becamethepublicfaceofamulti-fronteffort
toreversesweepingcuts intheprogramthat
pays for lifesavingHIV/AIDSmedications
for tensof thousandsofFloridians.

The AIDS Drug Assistance Program
pays for the expensive medications for
about 28,000 people. In January, the Flor-
ida Department of Health notified recipi-
ents that it was slashing eligibility, amove
that could have affected asmany as 16,000
people.

Behindthescenes,Rajnerwasanin-your-
face advocate, seizing every opportunity—
incorridors, elevators, evenrestrooms—to

Rajner relentless
inmission to
save funding for
HIV/AIDS drugs

Broward lawmaker describes
‘surreal’ drama of 2024 case

By Scott Travis
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

An eagerly awaited replacement for
James S. RickardsMiddle in Oakland Park,
whichwasmostly destroyed by a 2021 roof
collapse, is no longer expected to open this
year, Broward County school officials have
confirmed.

The project, which is already two years
behindschedule,hasfacedmoredelaysin2026
after the general contractor raised concerns
aboutpossiblestructuralcracks.Theworkhas
sinceresumedafteranoutsidereviewfound
thestructurewas safe, officials said.

But it will not be completed in time for
thenewschoolyearstarting inAugust2026,
SuperintendentHowardHepburnwroteina
March13update toSchoolBoardmembers.
Theexacttimetable“remainsunderreassess-
ment due to recent demobilization, work-
force instability, (issues with utilities) and
unresolvedchangeorders,”hewrote.

Rickards replacement
unlikely to open in ’26

Five years after a roof collapse, James S. Rickards Middle in Oakland Park remains far from completion and has been using a
temporary portable facility. CARLINE JEAN/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL PHOTOS

Five years after roof collapse at Broward school, officials facemore delays

The hallway inside James S. Rickards Middle School in Oakland Park is under
construction on Thursday.
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