
TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2026 | OCALA.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

QJAJJE-24006t
Volume 83 | No. 162
Subscribe 867-7827
©2026 $2.50

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
ocala.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in
the bonus sections. Check it out today!

352-764-3457
*Minimum purchase may be required, ask for details. Limit one per household. Offer valid on new orders only and
for appointments scheduled between March 1st and April 30th. *Financing available with minimum purchase and

approved credit. All financing is provided by unaffiliated third-party lenders. Price and payments may vary based on
products and time of purchase. Installation timeframe varies based on product, product availability, and local permitting
requirements. Licensed and insured: FL CGC061890; CCC1331144. Visit website for all offer details. Offers are subject

to change without notice until the time of purchase.

PROUD TO HAVE BEEN IN BUSINESS
OVER 18 YEARS WITH OVER 100,000

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

SAVE BIG AND LIVE BETTER WITH ENERGY-EFFICIENT WINDOWS!
• Cut your energy bills
with smarter windows

• Enjoy quieter living with
noise-reducing designs

• Stay cozy year-round,
whatever the weather

• Quality Florida-made
windows, built to last

$0 DOWN*

PLUS

PROTECT YOUR
HOME NOW,
PAY LATER WITH

NO PAYMENTS AND NO

INTEREST FOR UP TO
24 MONTHS*

BUY 1 WINDOW/DOOR GET 1

40% OFF

SAVE BIG ON COOLING COSTS
THIS SPRING& SUMMERWITH

NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT
WINDOWS

ocalabigbloom.com

One place. One weekend. All your projects solved.

World Equestrian Center FREE ADMISSION4/254/24 4/26
10am-6pm12pm-6pm 11am-5pm

SATFri SUN Scan Here
for

Show Guide

The Ocala Big Bloom Home & Garden Show brings
together home improvement,

remodeling, outdoor living, landscaping, gardening
ideas, and the experts who

can bring them to life under one roof.

APRIL 24-26
COURTESY OF Spa Manufacturers

Iran is considering attending peace
talks with the United States in Paki-
stan, a senior Iranian official told Reu-
ters onApril 20, followingmovesby Is-
lamabad to end a U.S. blockade of
Iran’s ports, a major hurdle for Iran to
rejoin peace efforts. However, the offi-
cial said no decision had been made.

Witha two-weekceasefire set to ex-
pire April 22, a senior Iranian official
said Tehran was “positively review-
ing” its participation but no final deci-
sion had been made. The comments
conveyed a clear change of tone from
earlier statements ruling out atten-
dance andpledging to retaliate for U.S.
aggression.

The Iranian official said mediator
Pakistan was making positive efforts

People walk near an anti-U.S. billboard in Tehran, Iran, on April 20. A two-week ceasefire between the United States and
Iran is set to expire April 22. MAJID ASGARIPOUR/WEST ASIA NEWS AGENCY VIA REUTERS

War negotiations
on shaky ground
Talks uncertain after U.S. seizes Iranian ship

Kathryn Palmer, Adrianna Rodriguez
and Francesca Chambers
USA TODAY

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, left, seen here with
President Donald Trump and Army Chief and Field Marshal
Asim Munir, said Pakistan remains “committed to its role” as
a facilitator of talks between the United States and Iran in
their ongoing war.
PROVIDED BY PAKISTAN’S PRIME MINISTER OFFICE/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES See IANWAR, Page 3A

SHREVEPORT, LA – Residents of
this historic riverfront city remained
shaken a day after a gunman opened
fire April 19 and killed eight children in
the nation’s deadliest mass shooting
since January 2024.

They were looking for explanations
– and authorities were trying to pro-
vide them, piecing together informa-
tion on the tragedy.

Police said the suspect, identified
asShamarElkins, also shot themother
of his children and another woman,
both of whom survived with serious
injuries. Elkins then fled the scene on
foot and stole a car at gunpoint,

Louisiana
city reels
in wake of
shootings
Man killed 8 children,
7 of them his own
Christopher Cann, Makenzie Boucher
and N’dea Yancey-Bragg
USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHREVEPORT, Page 2A

During a change of plea hearing on
April 17, Amber Nolle Sacks pleaded
guilty to DUI manslaughter and DUI
with damage to property or person.
She was sentenced to 10 years in pris-
on followed by five years of probation.

Under the plea agreement between
the state and Sacks, the defendant
must follow several conditions. Her
driver’s license is permanently re-
voked, and while on probation she is
prohibited from consuming alcohol,
using illegal drugs or possessing sub-
stances without a prescription. She
will alsobe subject to randomdrugand

Mother
of three
sentenced
in deadly
DUI crash
Austin L. Miller
Ocala Star-Banner

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SENTENCE, Page 3A


