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Palm Beach Country’s most famous Republican,
President Donald Trump, will be represented by a
Democrat in the Florida House of Representatives.

Emily Gregory defeated Republican JonMaples in
the House District 87 race on Tuesday, March 24,

adding fuel to her party’s hopes that
Trump’s unpopularity combined with
a message aimed squarely at the in-
creasingly painful cost of living will
continue delivering electoral victories
this fall.

Gregory got just over 51% of the
more than 33,000 ballots cast, unoffi-
cial figures from the county Supervi-
sor of Elections Office show. Her elec-
tion – or, more precisely, Maples’ de-
feat – will almost certainly stand as a
rebukeof thepresident,whopersonal-
ly endorsedMaples andwhoseMar-a-
Lago club and home in Palm Beach is
in District 87.

Gregory’s victory was immediately
seized upon by the nationl media as

evidence of growing Democratic strength and
Trump’s growing unpopularity. Less than two hours
after her victory, Gregory was a guest on MS Now’s
“The Briefing” with Jen Psaki.

“It’s a pretty wild night,” she told Psaki.
“When I started this nine months ago, I thought it

was possible. I think most people thought I was in-
sane. I’m still pretty shocked. We did it. We just did
it.”

Gregory called Trump “one of the 115,000 voters in
District 87,” and added that her opponent “made him
forefront in his campaign, and I focused more on the
voters of District 87, what everybody needs, what all
of us will do better with, with lower property insur-
ance, with expanded health care and with strong
public schools.”

Trumphas castigated voting bymail as “cheating”
but election records show that’s how he voted. Greg-
ory swampedMapleswithmail-in support, pulling in

See HOUSE, Page 9A

ELECTION 2026

Democrat
tops Trump
House pick
Wayne Washington
Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

Gregory

Maples

Iran onMarch 25 rejected the United States’ cease-
fireplantoendthewar,callingtheproposal“excessive,”
Iranian statemedia reported, as thousandsofU.S.Ma-
rines andparatroopers deployed to theMiddle East.

Iran considers the 15-point plan delivered through
intermediaries“unrealistic”andvowstoendthewaron
its own terms, reported Press TV, Iran’s state-run Eng-
lish broadcasting service.

Reuters, citing an unnamed Iranian official, said
Iran’s responsetotheU.S.proposalwasn’tpositive,but
that itwas still being reviewed.

Three Israeli cabinet sources said Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu’s security cabinet had been
briefedontheproposal,whichtheysaidalso included
removing Iran’s stocks of highly enriched uranium,
halting enrichment, curbing its ballistic missile pro-
gram and ending funding for regional allies, Reuters
reported.

The development comes after President Donald
Trump delayed striking Iran’s power plants, citing
“very good andproductive”conversationswith Irani-
an leaders that could bring about a “complete and to-
tal resolution of hostilities in theMiddle East.”

An Israeli military official, asked whether Israel
hadadjusted itsmilitaryplanssinceTrumpsaid talks

A first responder looks at damage following Iranian missile barrages in central Israel on March 24.
Iran on March 25 rejected the United States’ ceasefire plan, calling it “excessive.” RONEN ZVULUN/REUTERS

Iran appears to
reject U.S. plan
Marines and paratroopers dispatched to region
Michael Loria, Bart Jansen and Andrea Riquier
USA TODAY
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DENVER –Day after day, flight after flight: Cancun.
Orlando. Honolulu. Happy families and college stu-
dents heading off on spring break vacations are being
helped every day by 61,000 unpaid Transportation Se-
curity Administration workers.

Thescreeners reminding travelers to remove liquids
from their carry-ons? Unpaid. Those scanning suit-
cases for guns and knives? Unpaid. Those comparing
IDs to prevent terrorists from boarding? Unpaid.

“We’re basically invisible and we can’t let you see
that our guard is down,”saidAngelaGrana, theColora-
do-based regional vice president of the union repre-
senting TSAworkers at 38 airports across the Rockies.
“But we are desperate. The anxiety is exhausting.”

Across the country, the ongoing partial government
shutdown means TSA workers are going unpaid.

Union: TSA ‘desperate’ for end to shutdown
Trevor Hughes
USA TODAY

A traveler passes a donation box at Denver
International Airport where people can drop off
grocery and gas cards to help Transportation
Security Agency workers who are going unpaid
during the partial government shutdown.
TREVOR HUGHES/USA TODAYSee TSA, Page 10A


