
Orange County mayoral candidates, from left, Chris Messina, Stephanie Murphy, Tiffany Moore Russell and Mayra Uribe participate in a debate
hosted by the Tiger Bay Club of Central Florida on Friday at the Orlando Regional Realtor Association headquarters in Orlando.
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Thefourcandidatesvyingtobe
OrangeCounty’snextmayorgrap-
pled Friday with topics ranging
fromtheelectedofficials’ salaries
tohowthey’dtrytocurbspending

inacountywitha$9annualbillion
budget, as they sought to make
distinctions in their race for one
oftheregion’smostpowerful jobs.

The candidates debated for
more than an hour in front of
the region’s political movers and
shakers at anOrlando event held
byTigerBayClubofCentralFlor-
ida,moderatedbyWESH-2’sGreg
FoxandNancyAlvarez.

Thenon-partisanracefeatures
three Democrats — Clerk of
Courts Tiffany Moore Russell,

former Congresswoman Stepha-
nieMurphyandCountyCommis-
sionerMayra Uribe— aswell as
one Republican, entrepreneur
ChrisMessina.

While their exchanges were
mostly cordial, an argument
brokeoutonaquestionabout the
county’sgrowingbudgetwhichin
recentyearshasincludedspikesin
salary for themayorandBoardof
CountyCommissioners.

“What I find kind of curious is
that the commission, despite the

tremendousgrowthinthebudget,
whenitcomestofindingmoneyfor
roads, schools or housing, there’s
never enough money,” Murphy
said. “And yet, in that period of
time…they’vefoundmoneytogive
themselvespayraises.Soassome-
body who is running for Orange
CountyMayor, I’ll commit to not
acceptingapayraiseasmayor.”

In 2023, the board voted to
switch from a county formula to

FourOrangemayor candidates
spar at Tiger BayClub debate
Salaries and
spending among
topics of discussion
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CAIRO — Hamas said Friday
that it will begin disarming as part
of a deal announced by President
Donald Trump that also requires
Israel to end its strikes and with-

draw fromGaza. Itmarks a poten-
tialbreakthroughinendingthewar,
but implementation faces major
challenges.

Hamas also said that laying
down its heavy weapons, which
would come later in the process,
wascontingentonthecreationofa
Palestinianstate,somethingIsrael’s
currentgovernment rejects.

Israel has not officially
commented on the deal, which
is part of a U.S.-brokered cease-
fire announced last October. That
agreement called for Hamas to
disarm and hand over power to an
independent Palestinian admin-
istration. Israel was to withdraw,
and an International Stabilization
Forcewas to deploy. But progress
stalled, with Israel saying every-
thinghingedonHamasdisarming,
andHamasaccusingIsraelofviolat-
ing the pact by continuing to carry
out regular strikesonGaza.

Disarmingwouldrepresentasea
changeforHamas,whosefounding
charter calls for armed resistance
against Israel, and which sees its
arsenal, includingrockets,anti-tank
missiles and explosives, as lying at
theheartof its identity.

Israel, meanwhile, appears
unlikely to pull back significant
forces ormake other concessions
aheadof itsOctoberelections.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahufacesatoughreelection
battle,withopponentsaccusinghim
of failingtoprevent theOct.7,2023,

attack that triggered thewar.
Neil Quilliam, a Middle East

expertatLondon’sChathamHouse
think tank, said expectations are
lowthatHamaswilldisarmor that
Israel will withdraw from Gaza.
“I think that Netanyahu’s silence
speaks volumes,’’ Quilliam said.
“This is amassive decision that he
has tomake.

“But with the prospect of the
elections hanging over his head,
withseveralCabinetministersand

Hamas to disarm if Israel ends strikes
Trump post points to ‘structured
phases’ to carry out latest deal
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Theformerownerof twogay
nightclubs in Orlando’s Milk
District and his husbandwere
each sentenced to at least a
decade in federal prison Friday
afterpleadingguilty earlier this
year to exchanging sexually
explicit textswith a 15-year-old
boy in2020.

Richard Kowalczyk will
spend14years infederalcustody
whileEricPatrick,Kowalczyk’s
husband, was sentenced to
10 years for attempted coer-
cion of a minor. Both prison
sentences will be followed by
10 years of supervised release,
District JudgeCarlosMendoza
announced in federal court in
Orlando.

Incourt,bothmen,dressedin
redSeminoleCountyJail jump-
suits, expressed remorse and
apologized to their familiesand
to their victimfor their actions.

“Theseare theconsequences
of my own moral failings. … I
am deserving of punishment,”
Patrick said.Kowalczyk, speak-
ing to his mother, added, “You
and dad raisedme to be better
thanthis,andI’msorryfordisap-
pointingyou.”

Former
Orlando
nightclub
owner,
husband
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Bothmenwill spend
at least a decade
in federal prison
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U.S. Rep. Byron Donalds, the
Republicanfront-runnerforgover-
nor,unveiledhisplansforthestate’s
space industry Friday, pledging
that if elected hewould fast-track
permitting for aerospace projects,
expand training in space-related
tradesandlobbythefederalgovern-
menttomoveNASA’sheadquarters
toFlorida.

Donalds, 47, of Naples, has led
the GOP primary field by double

Donalds wants NASA
headquarters in Florida

Florida Republican gubernatorial candidate U.S. Rep. Byron Donalds
delivers remarks on the future of Florida’s space industry during a
visit to the Florida Space Institute Exolith Lab in Oviedo on Friday.
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You can lead a pig to shelter,
but you can’t make him go into
the shade.

That’s basically what Pinellas
County Court Judge Kathleen
HessingersaidWednesdaywhen
sheruledthat theSPCAofTampa
Bay did not neglect a 350-pound
pignamedWaddles.

“This pig got sunburned,” the
judge said. “Somebody has to be
takendown.Sothecountydecides
theSPCAdid.Butsometimesbad
thingshappenin life.Noonehere
hasdoneanythingwrong.”

Peoplewho packed the court-
room demanding “Justice for
Waddles”disagreed.Morethan80
filled thewooden pews. Another
20watchedfromaseparatecourt-
room.

The judge said that was the

largest crowdshehadever seen.
In the last year,Waddles’ story

has gone viral on social media.
Millions of supporters from as
far away as Australia have sent
messages to thepig.He’s inspired
T-shirtsandTVappearances,peti-
tions and protests, a cryptocur-
rencycoinandavideogame.

Waddles, his supporters said,
had been left in the summer sun
at theSPCAfortwoweeks.There
was a barn in his pasture, but he
couldn’t get inside. By the time a
rescuercametogethim,hisbody
wascovered inoozingblisters.

Someone saw the pig inside
that barn, said Alec Waid, the
SPCA’s lawyer. Outside,Waddles
had shade from the building and
mudpits tocooloffin.“TheSPCA
did what it could,” Waid said.
“We’re leftwithsomesortof skin

Judge: SPCA blameless in
sunburn ofWaddles the pig

Plan would create
more high-wage jobs
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