
$ 4 . 5 0 | T U E S D AY, A P R I L 2 1 , 2 0 2 6 | O R L A N D O S E N T I N E L . C O M

By Cindy Krischer Goodman
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL

Florida’s childhood vaccination
ratescontinuedtodropinthe2025-
26 school year, even as measles
cases in the state soared in2026.

Thevaccination rate forFlorida
kindergartners now hovers just
under 89% for the second school
year in a row, after having been
wellabove90%inthedecadebefore
the pandemic, according to newly
released Florida Department of
Health data. In 2016, the rate had
beenashighas94%.

Immunization levels for
seventh-graders inFloridadropped
from92.1%lastschoolyearto91.9%
in the 2025-26 school year, the
lowest level inmore thanadecade.
Those levels are well belowwhat
is considered adequate for herd
immunity,whichtypicallyrequires
avaccinationrateof95%toprevent
the spread of highly contagious
diseases. Herd immunity protects
those who are immunocompro-
mised or can’t get vaccinated for
health reasons.

“Thismeansthat fewerchildren
are protected against vaccine-pre-

ventable illnesses, which not only
puts them at risk of being ill with
things like measles, whooping
cough, andotherdiseases, but also
puts the people around them at
risk,” said Dr. Jennifer Takagishi,
vicepresidentof theFloridaChap-
ter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics. “Onechildwhogets the
measles exposes 12people.”

The newly released data comes
justasGov.RonDeSantishascalled
legislators back to Tallahassee for
a special session thatnowwill take
up the expansion of exemptions
parents could use to opt their chil-
drenoutofschoolvaccines.DeSan-
tis hadbackeda failedbill that also

Measles soars as child vaccinations fall
Florida cases hit recent highs as immunizations
continue to drop; legislators eyemore exemptions

TheOrlandoMagicdidn’t
just stealGame1; theymayhave
flipped theentire scripton the
series—and theseason.

If youwalked intoLittle
CaesarsArenaonSundaynight
withoutknowing the standings,

thenarrativesor theexpecta-
tions, youwouldhave sworn
youwerewatching theNo. 1
seed impose itswill onanover-
matchedNo.8.Only itwasn’t
top-seededDetroitdictating
the terms. Itwaseighth-seeded
Orlando.

Magic 112,Pistons 101.
Andsuddenly, everything

we thoughtweknewabout this
series—and this team—feels a
little less certain.Maybeeven
backward.

Becauseover the last48

hours, theOrlandoMagic
haven’t just lookedcompetitive;
they’ve looked likecontenders,
thekindmanyexpertsbelieved
theywouldbebefore the season
tippedoff. It startedwithFriday
night’sdemolitionof the red-hot
CharlotteHornets inado-or-die
play-ingame; a 121-90blowout
that felt less like survival and
more likeadeclaration.

ThencameSundaynight,
on the road, inahostileplayoff
environmentagainst theNo. 1
seed in theEasternConference.

The Magicdidn’t justwin, they
controlled thegame fromstart
tofinish.

Thiswasn’t aflukeoracase
ofone teamgettinghotat the
right time.Thiswasa teamthat
looked tougher,moreconnected
and, frankly,more talented than
the teamwith thebetter record.
And that’swhat shouldhave the
Pistonsworried.

Every timeDetroitmadea
push,Orlandoanswered.The

Magic flip the script
Orlando steals Game 1 from the top-seeded Pistons, rewriting expectations for the playoffs

While most Florida counties continued a downward trend, vaccinations
in Central Florida rose slightly from 2024 to 2025. MARY CONLON/AP

By Munir Ahmed, Jon Gambrell
and David Rising
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump offered mixed
messagesMonday about the path
aheadfor theU.S.waragainst Iran,
declaring that hewas inno rush to
endtheconflictwhilealsoexpress-
ingconfidencethat furthernegoti-
ationswith Tehranwill soon take
place inPakistan.

With the 14-day ceasefire set to
expireWednesday, Trumpwhip-
sawed in telephone interviews
and social media posts between
measured optimism that a deal
could soon be reached andwarn-
ing that “lots of bombs”will “start
going off” if there’s no agreement
before theceasefiredeadline.

Trump indicated that he still
expects to dispatch his negotiat-
ing team, led byVice President JD
Vance, toPakistan’scapitalofIslam-
abad for a second round of talks,
even as Iran insisted it would not
take part until Trump dialed back
hisdemands.

Trumpinsistedhe feelsnopres-
suretoendthewaruntilIranagrees
tohis terms.

“I am under no pressurewhat-
soever,” Trump said on his Truth
Social platform, “although, it will
all happen, relativelyquickly!”

Pakistani officialsmoved ahead
withpreparations for anewround
oftalksbetweentheU.S.andIranas
the tenuous ceasefirewas further
strained over the weekend by
renewedconflict around theStrait
ofHormuz.

Trump told Bloomberg News

Trump
muddles
messages
on Iran
Pakistan prepares for
new talks as Tehran’s
attendance uncertain

Paolo Banchero (5) of the Orlando Magic tries to dunk on Isaiah Stewart (28) of the Detroit Pistons during Game 1 of the first-round NBA
basketball playoffs series Sunday in Detroit. GREGORY SHAMUS/GETTY

By Richard Tribou
ORLANDO SENTINEL

TheFederalAviationAdministra-
tionhasgroundedBlueOrigin’sNew
Glenn rocket following its Sunday
launch fromCapeCanaveral.

The rocket looked good on the
way up, but the upper stage wasn’t
able to put its payload into the
correct orbit.

“The FAA is aware that Blue
Origin New Glenn 3 experienced
a mishap during the second-stage
flightsequencefollowingasuccess-
ful launch,” according to an FAA
statementreleasedSundayevening.
“TheFAAnotifiedNASA,theNTSB,
and theU.S. Space Force about the

classificationof the incident.”
FAA guidelineswill require Blue

Origin to complete an investigation
into the event before the rocket is
allowed toflyagain.

“A mishap investigation is
designed to enhance public safety,
determine the root cause of the
event,andidentifycorrectiveactions
to avoid it from happening again,”

FAAgroundsBlueOriginNewGlenn rocket
Agency labels mission
a ‘mishap’ after payload
fails to reach target orbit
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The Blue Origin New Glenn rocket lifts off from the Cape Canaveral Space Force station Sunday. JOHN RAOUX/AP
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More ‘GoodPour’
Wine and spirits chain to open four new
locations, celebratemilestone of giving Revere’s ride
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Future is now
Gators’ Chinyelu declares
for NBADraft. Sports, Page 1

See IRAN on Page A2

©2026 Orlando Sentinel Communications Company Please recycle. Newsprint is a renewable resource


