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Nathan Sharp is trying to figure
out how he’ll pay for health care
nowthat thefederalpandemic-era
help thatmade his coveragemore
affordable is set to end.

The 49-year-old Crystal River
resident learned this week the
monthlycostofhisAffordableCare
Act, orObamacare, planwillmore
thandouble, jumpingfrom$202to
$450. He said his co-pays are also
increasing, and he’s considering
goingwithout coveragenext year.
“I am not going to be able to

afford my insurance,” said Sharp,
who does digital marketing and is
self-employed. “I am just going to

have to self-pay.”
MillionsofFloridiansare facing

higherObamacarepriceswith the
start of open enrollment Satur-
day. Costs are being driven up by
the expiration of enhanced subsi-
dies, enacted in 2021, that helped
many people pay for health insur-
ance—andarenowat thecenterof
the federalgovernmentshutdown
dispute.
TheSunshineStatehasabout4.7

million people enrolled in Afford-
able Care Act plans, and it’s esti-
mated as many as a third could
drop their coverage given the
higherprices.
“There is going to be huge

sticker shock,” said Steve Freed-
man, a professor of health policy
at theUniversityofSouthFlorida’s
ChilesCenter. “It’s not going to be
without real public outcry.”
Rates will vary based on a

person’s age, income, coverage
plan and location. Obamacare is
meant to make health insurance
more affordable and accessible to
people who do not access insur-
ance through an employer, and
about 97% of Florida enrollees
receive income-based discounts
thatmaketheirpremiumscheaper.
Butnextyear,manyareslatedto

‘Huge sticker shock’ for Floridians
Residents get a look at
Obamacare price hikes

ByJeffrey Schweers
Orlando Sentinel

When James Uthmeier took a
leave of absence from Gov. Ron
DeSantis’ administration so he
could run the governor’s flailing
presidential campaign in 2023,
he also signed on with one of the
state’s most powerful and politi-
cally connected law firms, which
regularly lobbies the state of Flor-
idaonbehalf of its clients.
His time at the law firm was

brief.What he did there andwhat
hegotpaidarenotpubliclyknown.
ButUthmeier’s stint at theprivate
practice — reported for the first
timehere—raisesethicalandlegal
questions about the Republican
attorney now running for the job
ofFlorida’s topprosecutor.
Financial disclosure formsfiled

by Uthmeier show he worked for
GrayRobinson from September
2023 to January 2024. The law
firm’s lobbying clients include
Meta Platforms, Walt Disney
World and Uber, and GrayRobin-
sonalsohasprovidedlegalservices
to the state, racking upmore than
$140millioninbillingsoverthe last
five years.
Uthmeier returned to his job as

DeSantis’ chief of staff after the
GOPgovernorsuspendedhispres-
idential campaign in early 2024
following a resounding defeat by
DonaldTrumpintheIowacaucus.
DeSantis this year appointed
Uthmeiertofill theremainingterm
of formerAttorneyGeneralAshley
Moody, whom he’d appointed to
theU.S. Senate.
This revolving-door arrange-

mentbetweenthestate’s topoffice
and a high-powered law firm that
lobbies for itsclients inTallahassee
andhasmademillionsdoingbusi-
nesswith the state opens a gate to
potentialconflictsof interest,polit-
ical experts said. More broadly, it

Uthmeier’s
time at law
firm raises
questions
Potential ethical issues
stem fromAG’s brief
tenure at GrayRobinson

C hristy Martin
was used to
making head-
lines.As a young
athlete with
knockout drive,

sheputwomen’sboxingonthe
map as one of its first super-
stars, even making the cover
of “Sports Illustrated.” But in
2010, the headlines were of a
different — and terrifying —
nature. The Central Floridian
was shot and stabbed by her
husband, saved only when —
bloodied and dazed but deter-
mined to live — she flagged
downapassingmotorist inher
Apopkaneighborhood.
Now, a new movie titled

“Christy” tells her story. Star-
ringSydneySweeney(“Eupho-
ria,” “TheWhite Lotus,” “The
Handmaid’s Tale”), it opens in
theatersNov. 7.
Martin—knownasthe“Coal

Miner’s Daughter” during her
career because of her West
Virginia roots and her father’s
occupation — is pleased with
the film, though the boxing
sequences riled her up. She
laughs as she relateshowshe’d
find herself shouting at the
screen, “Throwa left hook!”
The scenes depicting the

nightherhusband,JimMartin,
stabbed her repeatedly before

A boxer’s victory
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Newfilm ‘Christy’ tells howCentral Florida athlete overcame terrifying abuse

Top: Boxer Christy Martin is pictured in Apopka on July 19,
2005. ORLANDO SENTINEL

Above: Martin, left, and Sydney Sweeney arrive at the AFI
Fest premiere of“Christy”on Oct. 25 at the TCL Chinese
Theatre in Los Angeles. JORDAN STRAUSS/INVISION
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*Highest U.S. News ranking in Orlando.

Proud to be nameda “Best Children’s
Hospital”by U.S. News &World Report
for 16 consecutive years— Florida’s only
hospital with this honor.

#1 in Orlando for Kids.*

Learnmore at ArnoldPalmerHospital.com
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