
HOLIDAY DISPLAYS

It’s the season for holiday
lights! Get out with the
family and take a tour of
holiday displays and lights
this weekend. Use our map
as a guide: news-press.
com/holidaylightsmap.
Coming Sunday: Read
about four of the best
must-see light displays in
Southwest Florida.

Some Florida hunters say humans
should put fear into animals like the
Floridablackbear, saying theanimal is a
dangerous apex predator that kills pets,
destroys homes and raids refrigerators.

Captain Phil Walter at Gator Guides
said thehunt ispart of theway theworld
works, and that people should be able to
manage their lands and thewildlife on it
the way they see fi�t.

“In the natural order of things, a
predator really needs to fear humans to
coexist with us,” Walter said. “With no
hunts, this apex predator has no fear of
humans.”

Florida’s controversial bear hunt
started Dec. 6 and will end Dec. 28.

TheFlorida Fish andWildlifeConser-

vation Commission is overseeing the
hunt, and the state granted 172 lottery
style permits for Florida black bears.

The state is refusing to release infor-
mation about the ongoing Florida black
bear hunt to the USA Today Network.

USA TODAY made requests in No-
vember and again this week for the
names of all hunters who won a lottery
permit, but the agency has so far failed
to meet that request.

The controversial hunt was the idea
of FWC chair Rodney Barreto, who

proposed thehunt to the staff� inDecem-
ber of 2024.

That’s not how hunts are typically
approved by government agencies.

Most recommendations for hunts
and wildlife management come from a
staff� level, where the state’s experts
have evaluated a situation and are look-
ing for a remedy.

Barreto told theFWCtomove forward
with hunt options last year, and he then

Winners of bear permits not known
With hunt underway,
FWC not sharing info

Chad Gillis
Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HUNT, Page 6A

C
arolyn Paget never imagined NCH Baker Hospital would throw her a birthday party for

turning 80. h Or that she would still be logging at least 8,000 steps during a 12-hour

shift as a registered nurse in the oncology unit where she hasworked formore than two

decades.h Buther colleaguesdid throwabirthdayparty aheadof thebig dayDec. 15 for

the beloved full-time registered nurse, who goes by the nickname C.P.

Nurse at 80: ‘I’ve never
thought about retiring’

Carolyn Paget, a full-time registered nurse at NCH Baker Hospital, celebrates her 80th birthday during a
surprise party for her. She turns 80 Dec. 15. LIZ FREEMAN/FORT MYERS NEWS-PRESS & NAPLES DAILY NEWS

NCH Baker Hospital throws surprise birthday party
Liz Freeman Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK

See NURSE, Page 6A

A deadly, multi-vehicle wreck on
Interstate 75 in Collier County closed
several miles of southbound lanes on
Friday morning, Dec. 12.

Florida Highway Patrol reported
that all lanes reopened by 9:30 a.m.

Around 2 a.m., the Florida Highway
Patrol reported it had troopers on the
scene of the crash at mile marker 96.

“There are multiple vehicles
involved in the crash, with one
fatality,” the news release said. “The

1 killed
in chain
reaction
wreck
Alligator Alley closed for
hours in Collier County

Stacey Henson, Cindy McCurry-Ross
and Chad Gillis
Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See WRECK, Page 6A
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New Gulf Coast Everglades
access celebrates opening
LOCAL & STATE, 3A

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
news-press.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and
sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

• 700-ACRE LAKE • 3 MILES OF WHITE-SAND BEACH • BEACH CLUBHOUSE • GOLF CLUBHOUSE • BLUE WATER BEACH GRILL • 10,000-SQ.-FT. ZERO-EDGE INFINITY POOL • BOATING • WATER SKIING •
• WAKEBOARDING • KAYAKING • PADDLEBOARDING • FISHING • 2 MARINAS • TENNIS • PICKLEBALL • BOCCE • WELLNESS SPA • FITNESS CENTER • BOTANICAL PARK • CONCIERGE SERVICES •

• SIGNATURE CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF • 3 RESTAURANTS • DYNAMIC SOCIAL SCENE … All in one Luxurious Location

THE #1 COMMUNITY IN THE USA

121325-1501

Visit FROM 10 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
~ 19771 Marino Lake Cir- B3-101 ~
CALL: 239.425.2340 | MIROMARLAKES.COM

TOUR - NERANONEW LUXURY COACHHOMES - LUCCA - 3,105 Sq Ft - $1.2 M | SAVONA - 3,802 Sq Ft - $1.5 M

PURCHASE A NEW CONSTRUCTION HOME & BYPASS THE GOLF CLUB WAITLIST!!!

239.244.3318 | KEYSTONEPLACEATBEACHWALK.COM
ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
SUPPORTIVE INDEPENDENT LIVING Assisted Living

License #13074

Call today to schedule your tour and secure
up to $8,000 in savings by December 31.

A Beacon of Light
in Memory Care

A Life Fulfilling Retirement Community

at Beachwalk
Keystone Place

Holistic HarborsSM


