
FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 2025 | NEWSCHIEF.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 114 | No. 335
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 863-802-7323
©2025 WHCAFB-05725q

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
newschief.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports
in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

The home search
revolution starts here.
Meet the future of real estate where deeper search
options lead to your perfect home.

Thenextmove is yours.

Discovermore at
addressUSA.com

Florida hunters bagged their biggest
trophy in memory Aug. 13 when state
wildlife offi�cials voted to approve rules
that will resume an annual black bear
hunting season.
At the conclusion of more than two

andhalfhoursofpublic testimonynearly
evenly divided between proponents and

opponents, the Florida Fish andWildlife
Conservation Commission voted 5–0 to
hold the state’s fi�rst black bear season in
a decade. It’ll take place over 23 days in
December.
Butanattorney forwildlife groupBear

WarriorsUnited said shewould immedi-
atelyfi�leastateadministrativechallenge
to block thehunt.
County commissioners and sheriff�s

from Gulf, Liberty, Jackson, Bay and
FranklinCounty ledoff�public testimony,
giving a thumbs up to the FWC’s plan to
hold a bear season at the end of the year.
They all said a growing bear population
has become a problem, with bears

FWC approves December bear hunt
Group plans to
challenge legality
of panel’s vote
James Call
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See HUNT, Page 7A

Raquel Levy shares that she will be fi�ling a lawsuit in an effort to block the bear
hunt, which was unanimously voted for by the FWC on Aug. 13.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

BARTOW — Disappointed with the
receptiontheyhavereceivedwithinPolk
County, animal advocates addressed
their arguments to a higher authority:
members of the Florida Legislature.
During the annual public meeting of

the Polk legislative delegation, a parade
of residents implored the lawmakers to
help in their quest to change conditions
at thePolkCountyAnimalShelterand to
establish a trap, neuter, vaccinate and
return program for “community cats.”
All six of Polk’s legislators attended

the Aug. 12 meeting, held in the Polk
County Commission boardroom: Sen.
BenAlbritton,R-Wauchula;Sen.Colleen
Burton, R-Lakeland; Rep. Jon Albert, R-
Frostproof; Rep. Jennifer Canady, R-
Lakeland; Rep. Jennifer Kincart Jons-

son, R-Lakeland; and Rep. Josie Tom-
kow, R-Polk City.
The 2026 legislation session begins

Jan. 13. The pre-session gathering oc-
curred earlier than usual, as lawmakers
will be occupied with committee meet-
ings throughout the fall.
The meeting, an invitation for local

offi�cials and citizens to share concerns,
suggest legislation and request funding
for specifi�c projects, drew fewer speak-
ers than in previous years and lasted
only two of the allotted four hours.
As is their custom, legislators mostly

sat silently after their opening introduc-
tionsand listened tospeakers,whowere
limited to threeminutes each.
At leastnineof thenearly50speakers

raised concerns about the Polk County
Animal Shelter and the policies of the
AnimalControldivision,operatedbythe
Polk County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce.
Some of those advocates had previ-

ously spoken at meetings of the Polk
County Commission. One of them,

See MEETING, Page 5A

A citizen addresses the six members of the Polk County legislative delegation during their annual pre-session public
meeting Aug. 12 in the Polk County Commission boardroom in Bartow. PHOTOS BY ERNST PETERS/THE LEDGER

Animal welfare, funding
pleas highlight meeting
Polk legislative
delegation met Aug. 12

Kelly Kalapp was one of several
citizens who raised concerns about
the policies and practices of Polk
County Animal Control during the
annual pre-session public meeting of
the Polk County legislative
delegation on Aug. 12.
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Mark Thielen, the longtime music
director andconductor of theLakeland
Symphony Orchestra, has off�ered
more detail on his departure from the
organization.
Thielen, 70, said that he did not re-

tire but chose to resign after being told
that guest conductors would lead two
of the LSO’s masterworks concerts.
Thielenwasnearing his 50th yearwith
the orchestra and its predecessor, the
Imperial Symphony Orchestra, origi-
nally as a viola performer and since
2001 as conductor.
TheLedger reportedAug. 8 onThie-

len’s departure, without having heard
from him. Thielen said that he did not
notice two voicemails left for himuntil
after the article published. AshleyMil-
ler, the LSO’s executive director, had
described his departure as a retire-
ment.
Thielen emailed a letter onMay11 to

LAKELAND

Symphony
conductor
says he left
after role
was reduced
Gary White
Lakeland Ledger
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Mark Thielen, right, said he chose to
resign as music director and
conductor of the Lakeland Symphony
Orchestra after being told that a
guest conductor would handle the
two premiere masterworks concerts
for the 2025-2026 season.
SCOTT WHEELER/THE LEDGER
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