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“Love is what | got.
Remember that, love is

Community braces for the end of Haitian TPS

ASHLEY RODRIGUEZ
Keys Citizen

Monday marked the final day
for the Temporary Protected
Status of Haitian nationals in

political instability.

Roughly 330,000 Haitians
on TPSlive in the U.S. (2024
American Community Survey)
and 158,000 live in Florida.
According to data from the

neighbors.

“My heart is breaking over
sending people back to a country
that isn’t safe,” said alocal resident
who volunteers at an immigration
support organization.

Enforcement and U.S. Customs
and Border Protection had slowed
down, she expected activity to
ramp up and to receive more calls
in the coming weeks.

“We want to help them as much
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On Saturday, Aug.
1, the City of Key West
and Waste Manage-
ment will be hold-
ing the monthly free
drop off for hazardous
waste and

e-waste.
The
ser- . )
vice, At 39, Chris Dutton of Tampa is
avail- youngest contestant to win the
able to Key | Hemi Lookalik
West residents only, is annual femingway LOOKallKe
held at Indigenous Park Contest
on White Street from
8 a.m. until noon. CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE
It ted will
be hi:;: eaii:;:le 5 C; en“s cals Seven tries. One lucky sweater. And proof
and electronics such that sometimes, the best stories belong to those
as but not limited who refuse to quit.
to gasoline (ina Perseverance paid off Saturday night in Key
leakproof container) West, as Chris Dutton made history becom-

oil, batteries, acids,
poisons, cleaners,

1 Alike Contest.
fertilizers, pool
c?e;ffif s EFO\(; s The 39-year-old lawyer from Tampa cap-
R . roriiin . tured the title, joining a brotherhood dedi-
systems, ph (;n - cated to preserving Ernest Hemingway’s leg-

More WASTE | A4

 MORNING MAGAZINE
7:30-9 A.M.

that Haiti is now safe to return to
while the U.S. State Department
warn U.S. citizens to not travel
to the country due to the risk of
gang violence, kidnappings and

such as drivers, security guards,
agricultural workers and more.
Members in the local
community have shared their
concern for their Haitian

resources for immigrants in the
community.

The woman said while the last
few months, reports of activity
from U.S. Immigration Customs

their assets, such as vehicles, to
somebody else, and how to handle
possible separation from family
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‘It's about the brotherhood’

ing the first “Young Hemingway” ever to win
Sloppy Jo€’s 45th Annual Hemingway Look-

acy through friendship, tradition and service.
Dutton’s road victory was far from easy. He
emerged from a field of 134 registered contes-
tants, in two preliminary rounds before defeat-
ing 23 other finalists to claim the title on his

seventh attempt.

And while most contestants portray the
older, white-bearded version of Hemingway,
Dutton embodies the younger writer who lived
and worked in Key West during the 1930s.

Other “Young Hemingway’s” had reached the

finals over the years, but none had ever won...

until now.

ANDY NEWMAN/SLOPPY JOE'S BAR

Chris Dutton, surrounded by previous winners of the Hemingway Look-Alike Contest, raises a bust

of Ernest Hemingway in triumph after winning the 2026 competition Saturday, July 25, 2026, at

The judges, each a former Look Alike win-  Sloppy Joe’s Bar in Key West, Fla.

Bill Lay, Key West
restaurant owner, joins
Joe Moore as guest
co-host.
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ner known affectionally as a “Papa’, look
for more than a familiar face. They evaluate
resemblance to Hemingway, stage presence,
character and the ability to represent a society
devoted to preserving the celebrated author’s
legacy. Twenty-four finalists each had one
minute to make their case before the top five
earned two additional minutes on stage. In the
end, the Papas chose Dutton.

Dutton credited seven years of unwavering
family support, a keepsake from a past win-
ner, and one well-kept secret for helping him
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ANDY NEWMAN PHOTO
2026 Hemingway Look-Alike
Contest finalists (from left)
are Ray Faubion, Chris Dut-
ton, Jay Fleece, Chris Mor-
risand Brian Canady. Dutton
was subsequently named
the winner.The event high-
lighted Key West's annual
salute to the literary tal-
ent and adventurous life-
style of Ernest Hemingway,
who lived and wrote on the
island during the 1930s.

State, Corps agree to expedite
Everglades restoration

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY — The
South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers last week signed a project partner-
ship agreement to advance construction
ofkey Everglades restoration projects in
South Florida.

The agreement ensures federal fund-
ing will go to the state for key projects
that will line up with the completion of
the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA)
Reservoir by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineersin 2029.

These projects include the state con-
struction of the final EAA Reservoir

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT/CONTRIBUTED
The South Florida Water Management District and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers last week signed a project part-
nership agreement to advance construction of key Ever-
glades restoration projects in South Florida. The signing
took place at the Blue Shanty Flow Way Construction Site
More STATE | A4 with many federal, state and local officials in attendance.

Boat ramp opens
in time for Lobster
Mini Season

STAFF REPORT

Monroe County has reopened the pub-
lic boat ramp located on the bayside at the
end of Blimp Road on Cudjoe Key (Mile
Marker 21.2) in time for Florida’s lob-
ster mini-season, which takes place this
Wednesday and Thursday.

The boat ramp had been temporarily
closed while it served as a staging area for
environmental mitigation work at Tar-
pon Belly Keys associated with the Taxi-
way A Improvement Project at Key West
International Airport.

The project is now finished. Boaters are
welcome to use the ramp for launching
and retrieving vessels.

Lobster Mini Season is July 29-30 along
the Florida Keys and coast.
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