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FORTBLISS, TX –Americans of Jap-
anese heritage say they hear echoes of
their families’ forced internment in the
Trump administration’s newest immi-
grant detention site.
Homeland Security offi�cials say

President Donald Trump’s sweeping

mass deportation campaign requires a
build-up of detention centers to bridge
the gap between arrests and removals.
They’ve turned to the U.S. military and
private contractors to get the job done,
including erecting the nation’s largest
immigrant detention site on Fort Bliss
in El Paso, Texas.
But stewards of Japanese American

history, including the children and

grandchildren of those who were held
in detention, are criticizing the use of
Fort Bliss and the plans to expand im-
migrant detention on American mili-
tary bases.
Fort Bliss was a “cog” in the United

States Japanese internment machine,
said Brian Niiya, a historian and con-
tent director atDensho, a nonprofi�t that
chronicles Japanese American intern-
ment.

Texas detention center
location alarms critics
Fort Bliss is at site of WWII internment camp

Eduardo Cuevas and Lauren Villagran
USA TODAY

See DETENTION, Page 3A

Eight Northeast Florida schools ranked among the
state’s 50bestpublichighschools innewU.S.News&
World Report ratings released as schools nationally
settle into the 2025-26 year.
Duval County’s school district runs fi�ve of the top-

scoring schools (all magnets) and St. Johns County
has three.
U.S. News ranked 654 public schools around the

state and almost 18,000 nationally for its annual rat-
ings. Schoolswere scored based on a series of factors
ranging from graduation rates to scores on standard-
ized state tests and college readiness scores, which
measured results fromeitherAdvancedPlacement or
International Baccalaureate exams.

Paxon School for Advanced Studies in Jacksonville came in at 18th
in U.S. News’ Florida rankings. BRUCE LIPSKY/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

GOOD GRADES
U.S. News ranks 8 First Coast high schools among FL’s best

A student at Darnell-Cookman School of the Medical Arts drills
into a cow’s scapula during a 2016 instruction session on
neuroanatomy where students handled tools used in surgery.
BRUCE LIPSKY/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION See SCHOOLS, Page 6A
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Jacksonville’s Stanton College Preparatory ranked
sixth in the state. BRUCE LIPSKY/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

Ponte Vedra High School in St. Johns County was
ranked 35th in Florida. BOB MACK/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

The court cases in the January
shooting death of 7-year-old Breon Al-
len Jr. in what Jacksonville police
called a gang hit on his cousin are pro-
ceeding at an effi�cient pacewith twoof
the six defendants already pleading
guilty.
Breon and 21-year-old Lafayette

Mango Jr. were struck in a barrage of
gunfi�re in an ambush drive-by after
leaving a home and walking on Com-
monwealth Avenue, the Sheriff�’s Of-
fi�ce said. The older target survived
critical injuries, but the boy known as
“Dusse” did not.
His photos and reward off�ers were

posted by the Sheriff�’s Offi�ce and the
act denounced by Sheriff� T.K. Waters.
In March the Sheriff�’s Offi�ce an-

nounced the arrests of Keith Bernard
Fields Jr., 18, Dannel Lenoir Larkins,
20, Keith Bernard Johnson, 21, and
Zharod Deangelo Sykes, 24, on
charges of second-degree murder,
conspiracy to commit murder and at-
tempted fi�rst-degree murder.
A couple of weeks later the fi�nal ar-

rests of Donte Michael McGhee and
Tavaris Keon Kelly, both 17, were an-
nounced stating theyweredetermined
to be the shooters of the bunch.
The warrants say it stemmed from

an ongoing dispute between gangs
ATK and 6 Block. It particularly refer-
enced a rap song “6Ways to Die”made
by Mango and another ATK member
disrespecting slain 6 Block affi�liates,
including Julio Foolio (real name
Charles Jones II).

2 guilty
pleas in
gang war
killing
6 charged in shooting
that left 7-year-old dead

Scott Butler
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union

USA TODAY NETWORK

Breon “Dusse” Allen Jr., 7, died in a
double shooting outside a home on
Commonwealth Avenue on Jan. 24.
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