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Just months after being named
best-of-state in her field, Lake County
Schools Superintendent Diane Korne-
gay is retiringat the endof the2026-27
school year.
“Aftermore than 35 years of serving

students, educators and families, I
have decided to retire at the end of this

upcoming school year,”
Kornegay said in a
media statement issued
July 6.
“Deciding to retire

has been one of the
most difficult decisions
of my career. While I
know this is the right

time formepersonally, it is bittersweet
to step away from a profession and a
community thatmean somuch tome.”
Kornegay is the longest-serving ap-

pointed superintendent in Florida, in
her position since 2017. Under her
watch, graduation rates jumped from
88%toover 90%.She spearheaded the
flexible day-and-night school partner-
ships with Lake Tech, and the district
earned back-to-back A grades from
the Florida Department of Education
for the 2024-25 and 2025-26 school
years.
Before becoming Lake County

Schools’ 39th superintendent, Korne-
gay served in several leadership roles
inClayCountySchools, includingdep-
uty superintendent, assistant super-
intendent for instruction and director
of school improvement and teacher
training. She also has been a school
principal.

What will a new
superintendent face?

According to LakeCounty’s spokes-
person, the school board is already be-
ginning discussions on the transition.
What are some challenges that may
arise?

h Artificial intelligence: AI in
schools has rapidly evolved past the
initial panic over students using
ChatGPT to cheat on essays to bullying
with deepfakes. The next superinten-
dentwill have to draft the blueprint for

Kornegay
to retire
Superintendent receives
back-to-back A’s for
Lake County Schools
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Kornegay

ApopularFloridainfluencerwithnear-
ly 400,000 TikTok followers was killed
with the Lamborghini she was riding in
washitwithgunfire,accordingtoauthori-
ties.
Brianna Johnson, 21, was riding in the

lime green Lamborghini Urus Sunday,
July5whenawhitesedanpulledupalong
side it at an intersection and opened fire,
Miramar police said in a statement re-
leased to USATodayNetwork. Two other
peoplealsowere in the luxuryvehicleand

were transported to a hospital in critical
condition.
Johnsondied fromher injuries. Identi-

tiesoftheothertwovictimshavenotbeen
released.
Detectives are asking anyone with in-

formation to contact them as the investi-
gation is ongoing.

WhowasFlorida influencerkilled
whenLamborghini shotat?

Johnsonwent by the name@_itgirlbri
on TikTok where she had more than
382,000 followers.On Instagramshewas

known as @dreamdoll_brii with more
than87,000 followers.
Her last post, about a week ago,

amassed3millionviewsonTikTok. It fea-
tured her posing with a high-end Mer-
cedesBenz.
Followers were posting condolence

messages on her social media page ex-
pressing shockanddisbelief.

Where isMiramarwherepopular
Florida influencerwaskilled?

Miramar is in the southernpart ofBro-
wardCounty.

It’s locatedabout30minutes fromFort
LauderdaleandjustnorthofMiamiStadi-
um.
According to Miramar police, officers

responded to the area of Southwest 27th
Court and Sunrise Boulevard to investi-
gate.
Michelle Spitzer is a journalist for The

USA TODAY NETWORK-FLORIDA. As the
network’s Rapid Response reporter, she
covers Florida’s breaking news. You can
get all of Florida’s best content directly in
your inbox each weekday day by signing
up for the free newsletter, Florida TODAY,
athttps://floridatoday.com/newsletters.

Popular Florida influencer dies after gunshots hit Lamborghini
Michelle Spitzer
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Florida’s law limiting race-based
trainings or instruction still can’t be en-
forced, after a sharply divided three-
judge appeals court panel ruled that the
law violates the First Amendment rights
of students and professors.
The2-1majorityof the11thU.S.Circuit

Court of Appeals contended that the law
suppresses political viewpoints con-
trary to Florida officials in academic set-
tings, and that the law would “create a
new rule that would quietly remove all
free speech protections from the class-
room,”wrote Judge Britt Grant, whowas
appointed by President Donald Trump
in 2018.
The ruling blasts the lawas a “breath-

taking assertion of power to ban unpop-
ular ideas from public discourse.”
“Because the government pays the

professors’ salaries, Florida says, their
speech is the State’s speech,” Grant
wrote. “Emphatically no.”
This decision comes after multiple

years of legal battles, since the law (HB
7) was signed in 2022 by Gov. Ron De-
Santis to combat “woke” ideologies in
schools, colleges and universities. At
this time, DeSantis’ national profile was
rapidly rising prior to him announcing a
White House presidential bid, and he
positioned himself on battling cultural
issues and a chief critic to critical race
theory.
DeSantis haskept the fight goingover

the years. In recentmonths, Florida offi-
cials moved to disallow introductory so-

ciology classes from counting toward
general education requirements, citing
a Florida law endorsed by the governor
in his push to prohibit critical race the-
ory in classroom curriculums and cut
diversity, equity and inclusion pro-
grams at universities.
“Florida seeks to strip public univer-

sity professors — and by extension
their students — of the ability to fully
engagewith ideas that are, for better or
for worse, very popular in some aca-
demic circles,” Grant wrote in the ma-
jority’s 52-page opinion.
This legal development is a loss for

Florida officials and the governor’s cul-
ture war battle, an emblem of his ad-
ministrationwhich is soon to end since

Court: FL Stop WOKE
act is unconstitutional

A federal appeals court ruled that Florida’s Stop WOKE Act, signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis, cannot be enforced because it
likely violates First Amendment protections. The court said the law improperly restricts viewpoints in higher education
and threatens academic freedom. The majority called it a “breathtaking assertion of power to ban unpopular ideas from
public discourse.” TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

‘Because the government pays the professors’ salaries,
Florida says, their speech is the State’s speech’
Stephany Matat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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