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Across much of the Western United
States, winter 2026 was the year the
snow never came.

Many ski resorts got by with snow-
making but shut down their winter op-
erations early. Fire officials and water
supply managers are worried about
summer.

Where I live in Boise, Idaho, temper-
atures hit the low 80s Fahrenheit in
mid-March. The same heat dome sent
temperatures soaring to 105 F in Phoe-
nix.

Ordinarily, water managers and hy-
drologists like me who study the West-
ern United States expect the mountain
snowpacks to be at their fullest around

Snow drought presents
climate stress test

A recent assessment of drought conditions from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National
Integrated Drought Information System suggests 2026 will
be a tight year for water supplies.MARIO TAMA/GETTY IMAGESSee DROUGHT, Page 3A

Low snowpacks bring worries about water, wildfires
Alejandro N. Flores
Boise State University
THE CONVERSATION

I was visiting family over the week-
end in Manatee County, about three
hours away from home.

My niece, an Augusta, Georgia-
based gymnastics coach and gym co-
owner with three young and adorable
kids, celebrated a mostly successful
competition in the area, and we ate a
ton of pizza (and leftover pizza) from
the gatherings at her Bradenton Beach
BnB. While visiting my brother in Pi-
nellas, we ate fried chicken, too.

On our way home, I craved some-
thing healthier with vegetables and
spices, something to detox from all the
meat, batter and flour-gut-gobbing

Dining
out from
Palmetto
and to
Leesburg
Julie Garisto
Leesburg Daily Commercial

USA TODAY NETWORK

Burlington Stores is set to open a
new location in Lady Lake this spring,
bringing its updated shopping format
anda rangeofdiscountedbrand-name
merchandise to Village Crossroads.

What used to be in the location?

The JoannFabric andCrafts store in
Lady Lake closed its doors a year ago
this spring.

The closure was part of a nation-
wide liquidation after the company
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy for the
second time in early 2025.

New store
opens this
month in
Lady Lake
Julie Garisto
Leesburg Daily Commercial
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See STORE, Page 2A

See FOOD, Page 2A

What golf history comes
next for Rory McIlroy
after Masters repeat?
SPORTS, 1B

352-764-3317
*Minimum purchase may be required, ask for details. Limit one per

household. Offer valid on new orders only and for appointments scheduled
between March 1st and April 30th. *Financing available with minimum
purchase and approved credit. All financing is provided by unaffiliated

third-party lenders. Price and payments may vary based on products and
time of purchase. Installation timeframe varies based on product, product
availability, and local permitting requirements. Licensed and insured: FL
CGC061890; CCC1331144. Visit website for all offer details. Offers are

subject to change without notice until the time of purchase.

PROUD TO HAVE BEEN
IN BUSINESS OVER

18 YEARS WITH OVER
100,000 SATISFIED

CUSTOMERS

SAVE BIG AND LIVE BETTER WITH ENERGY-
EFFICIENT WINDOWS!
SAVE BIG AND LIVE BETTER WITH ENERGY-

$0 DOWN*

PLUS

PROTECT YOUR
HOME NOW,
PAY LATER WITH

NO PAYMENTS AND NO
INTEREST FOR UP TO

24 MONTHS*

• Cut your energy bills
with smarter windows

• Enjoy quieter living with
noise-reducing designs

• Stay cozy year-round,
whatever the weather

• Quality Florida-made
windows, built to last

BUY 1 WINDOW/DOOR GET 1

40% OFFSAVE BIG ON COOLING COSTS
THIS SPRING& SUMMERWITH

NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT
WINDOWS


