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HISTORIC: Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor is the first senior royal family
member since King Charles | in 1647 to
be arrested on a criminal charge.

WHITE HOUSE
Trump’s
ballroom
wins praise
of architects

Public comments
heavily negative

By Susan FerrecHio AND MarY McCue BELL

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Architects are lauding President
Trump’s plans for a big, beautiful ball-
room, even as the president’s opponents
and the public heap criticism on the
project.

The massive addition, which will
add 89,000 square feet of space to the
White House, including office space
and the ballroom, won high praise and
unanimous approval Thursday from
the Commission of Fine Arts, one of
two panels that oversee renovations of
historic buildings in Washington.

Mr. Trump ordered construction of
the ballroom to end the need for tempo-
rary outdoor tents that have been used
for decades to host large gala events at
the White House.

Ahead of the vote, Commission Sec-
retary Thomas Luebke told the panel that
he had been swamped with thousands of
messages from the public weighing in on
the addition.

The project required tearing down
the aging East Wing, which sparked
public backlash and a lawsuit.

“The vast, vast majority is negative,
in general,” Mr. Luebke said of the more
than 2,000 messages sent to the commis-
sion about the project.

The overwhelming public opposition
is in stark contrast with accolades from
design experts, among them Commis-
sion Chairman Rodney Mims Cook Jr.

“Our sitting president has actually
designed a very beautiful structure,”
Mr. Cook said before the voting. “The

»see BALLROOM | A7
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BRITAIN

Former prince arrested over Epstein ties

By MIKe GLENN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

British police on Thursday arrested
Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, the for-
mer Prince Andrew, on charges of mis-
conduct in public office. The arrest was
linked to allegations that he shared con-
fidential government information with
convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein
while serving as a British trade envoy.

Although the investigation has been
deeply intertwined with his relation-
ship with the disgraced financier, the
legal basis for the arrest is distinct from
the sexual abuse allegations that have

Royal family rocked by scandal, claims
of leaking government intelligence

dogged Mr. Mountbatten-Windsor for
years.

Mr. Mountbatten-Windsor was taken
into custody on his 66th birthday at
the British royal family’s Sandringham
estate, where he recently moved from
his longtime home in Windsor. It was
the first arrest of a senior member of
the British royal family in modern his-
tory. He was later released from custody
while the investigation continues, British

police said.

King Charles Il released a statement
saying he had learned “with the deepest
concern” the news about his younger
brother’s arrest.

“What now follows is the full, fair,
and proper process by which this issue
is investigated in the appropriate man-
ner and by the appropriate authorities.
In this, as I have said before, they have
our full and wholehearted support and
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‘INCREDIBLE FEELING’ The American women'’s ice hockey team celebrated a gold medal win over Canada in overtime
Thursday at the Olympic Games in Milan, closing another thrilling chapter in one of sports’ most heated rivalries. Story, B8.

OLYMPICS

Bobsled team makes
room for crossover
athletes of all kinds

By Liam GRIFFIN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

They didn’t dream of becoming Olympic bobsledders, but
when their careers in football, softball, track and swimming
fizzled to an end, the members of the U.S. bobsled team found
their new passion: careening down an icy track at breakneck

speeds.

Team USA now features an array of athletes from diverse
backgrounds working toward a common goal at the Winter
Olympics in Italy: racing downhill faster than anyone in the

world.

The team’s coaching staff wasn’t originally impressed by a
message from Carsten Vissering when the former All-Amer-
ican swimmer showed an interest in moving from the pool
to the racetrack. Sprinters turned bobsledders made sense: If
you’re fast on land, then you’ll be fast on the ice.

» see OLYMPICS | A5

Wave of retirements triggers biggest
Capitol Hill turnover in 30 years

By Linpsey McPHERsON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

One in 10 lawmakers will leave Con-
gress at the end of the year, the most
retirements in more than three decades.

To date, 61 members of Congress,
52 from the House and nine from the
Senate, have announced plans to retire
at the end of the term or are leaving to
run for other offices.

The number could rise in the com-
ing months, but it is already the highest
since the 1990s and the second-largest
in roughly a century, according to data
compiled by the Brookings Institution

that dates back to 1930.

The top year for congressional re-
tirements was 1992, when 65 House
members and seven senators left or ran
for other offices. Those 72 voluntary
departures — many more lost reelection
campaigns that year — were the result
of various factors, including redistrict-
ing changes, lawmakers caught up in a
House check-bouncing scandal and a
wave of anti-incumbent sentiment.

The 60 lawmakers leaving this year
do not include another three senators
whose terms are not up but are running

»see RETIRE | A4

¥i

COMEBACK

25 s = SRR Y
KID: Alysa Liu of California performed a

]

nearflawless free skate Thursday to deliver the U.S. its first

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DEPARTING: Sen. Mitch McConnell,
who turns 84 on Friday, is one of the
eight senators retiring at the end of the
year. He has served for 41 years.

women'’s figure skating Olympic gold medal in 24 years.
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cooperation,” he said. “Let me state
clearly: the law must take its course.”

Mr. Mountbatten-Windsor was ar-
rested after years of pressure over his
friendship with Mr. Epstein, whose Au-
gust 2019 death while in police custody
was ruled a suicide by hanging. The
sex scandal involving Epstein and his
wide-ranging circle of rich and power-
ful friends centers on the accusations
of Virginia Giuffre, who accused him of
trafficking her to the former prince and
others when she was 17.

Mr. Mountbatten-Windsor has denied

»see ARREST | A4

Trump lays
out ‘Riviera’
vision for
Gaza Strip

Board of Peace
holds first meeting

By MaLLory WiLson AND Tom HoweLL JR.

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Hundreds of thousands of new
homes. A completely rebuilt city of
Rafah. A futuristic “Abrahamic Gateway”
linking Egypt to Israel and the broader
Middle East.

President Trump’s vision for the war-
torn Gaza Strip took shape Thursday at
the inaugural meeting of his Board of
Peace, a multinational coalition focus-
ing on harmony in the Middle East and
seen as a kind of shadow United Nations.

Leaders from dozens of countries
looked on as a video showed ambitious
plans to turn Gaza into a Riviera of the
Middle East. The 20-point plan is sup-
posed to rebuild cities, return children
to school, curb unemployment and build
modern highways that zip through Gaza.

“We cannot change the past, but I
think that what you’re seeing today is
that we can potentially change the future
if we focus and do this in the right way,”
said Jared Kushner, who is Mr. Trump’s
son-in-law and a key adviser on the Gaza
rebuild.

“The war was a horrific, horrific situ-
ation,” he said. “We are here to help the
people of Gaza, to lift them up and give
them every opportunity to succeed.”

Mr. Trump and his Board of Peace
are trying to rebuild Gaza after Israel
bombarded the strip of land in retalia-
tion for terrorist attacks on the country
in October 2023.

The administration blames the Pal-
estinian militant group Hamas, which
controlled Gaza and launched the ter-
rorist raids, for the resulting destruction.

»see PEACE | A5

Congress quietly kills big spending
cut blitz hailed by Trump, Musk

By STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump and his DOGE
swung for the fences last year in calling
for big spending cuts, but with Congress
now finished with most of the fiscal
2026 budget bills, it has become clear
he barely got the ball in play.

Lawmakers took Mr. Trump’s pro-
posals big and small — such as slashing
the Education Department, eliminating
the Ryan White AIDS program and nix-
ing the Council on Homelessness — and
junked them, keeping taxpayer money

flowing nearly across the board.

The Washington Times sampled 30
of the programs Mr. Trump proposed
slashing or eliminating outright in his
2026 budget. Only one of the 30 was
eliminated. Of the remaining 29, just
two were cut by more than half of their
previous funding levels.

The result is a government that con-
tinued to spend largely on autopilot,
despite Mr. Trump’s high hopes and
tough talk.

“Congress largely rejected the discre-
tionary spending cuts President Trump
proposed in 2025,” said Dominik Lett,

»see SPENDING | A4
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