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Inside the global race to find an escape route for Maduro

VATICAN CITY — On Christmas
Eve, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, sec-
ond-in-command to the pope and
a longtime diplomatic mediator,
urgently summoned Brian Burch,
the U.S. ambassador to the Holy
See, to press for details on Ameri-
ca’s plans in Venezuela, according
to government documents ob-
tained by The Washington Post.
Would the United States target
only drug traffickers, he asked, or
was the Trump administration
really after regime change? Nico-
las Maduro had to go, Parolin

conceded, according to the docu-
ments, but he urged the U.S. to
offer him a way out.

For days, the influential Italian
cardinal had been seeking access
to Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
the documents show, desperate to
head off bloodshed and destabili-
zation in Venezuela. In his conver-
sation with Burch, a Trump ally,
Parolin said Russia was ready to
grant asylum to Maduro and
pleaded with the Americans for
patience in nudging the strong-
man toward that offer.

A Christmas Eve meeting in Vatican City
was one of many attempts to secure safe harbor
for the Venezuelan leader before the U.S. raid

This article is by Anthony Faiola, Samantha Schmidt,
Hannah Natanson, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung
and Catherine Belton

Where the crude oil flows
How much do U.S. rivals
rely on Venezuelan oil? A7

Dilapidated tankers
The Coast Guard prepares for
an influx of seized ships. A9

“What was proposed to [Ma-
duro] was that he would go away
and he would be able to enjoy his
money,” said a person familiar
with the Russian offer. “Part of
that ask was that [President
Vladimir] Putin would guarantee
security.”

But it was not to be. A week
later, Maduro and his wife would
be seized by American Special
Operations forces in a raid that
killed about 75 people and be
flown to New York to face drug
trafficking charges.

The previously unreported
meeting in Vatican City was one of
many failed attempts — by the
Americans and intermediaries,
the Russians, Qataris, Turks, the
Catholic Church and others — to
head off a building diplomatic
crisis and find safe harbor for
Maduro before last weekend’s
U.S. raid to capture him.

“It is disappointing that parts
of a confidential conversation
were disclosed that do not accu-
rately reflect the content of the

SEE MADURO ON Al0

Officials
weigh order
on housing
allordability

Administration seeks
ways to encourage
first-time home buyers

BY RACHEL SIEGEL
AND EMILY DAVIES

The Trump administration is
preparing an executive order
focused on housing — with spe-
cial attention to first-time buyers
— as the White House attempts
to address voter concerns about
affordability.

An order could include poli-
cies that President Donald
Trump has already floated, such
as a 50-year mortgage or aban on
institutional investors buying
single-family homes, according
to five people close to the deliber-
ations, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss
private conversations. Other pro-
posals are newer, like helping
home buyers withdraw from
their 529 or 401(k) savings ac-
counts to make down payments
without incurring tax penalties.

The exact timing or language
is not final, and plans have been
in flux over the past few weeks,
the people said. But it’s clear the
White House increasingly sees
housing policy as central to its
broader affordability agenda.
More details are expected when
Trump speaks at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzer-
land, later this month, according
to the president’s social media
posts and housing officials.

Bill Pulte, head of the Federal
Housing Finance Agency and a
close Trump confidant, told The
Washington Post on Thursday
that an executive action was
coming and would later need to
be “codified by Congress.”

“We've got 30 to 50 different
ideas that are in front of the
president,” Pulte said. “He’ll be
releasing a handful of them in
Davos.”

Officials have been planning
an executive order aimed at
housing for months. But timing
stalled as different factions with-

SEE HOUSING ON A5

How Renee Nicole Good ended up in an encounter with ICE in Minneapolis
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A vigil organized by Faith in Action on Friday in Lafayette Square, near the White House, honors Renee Nicole Good.

BY MoLLY HENNESSY-FISKE,

which was captured in videos widely

‘We had whistles. They had guns.’

ANNIE GOWEN,

PRAVEENA SOMASUNDARAM

AND KYLE REMPFER

MINNEAPOLIS — Renee Nicole Good had
“stopped to support our neighbors”
when she was fatally shot by an Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement officer
during an exchange of words on a
residential street, according to a state-
ment issued by her wife and video made

public Friday.

“We had whistles. They had guns,”
Rebecca Good said in the statement.

“We were raising our son to believe
that no matter where you come from or
what you look like, all of us deserve
compassion and Kkindness,” Good said. .~
“Renee lived this belief every day. She is

pure love. She is pure joy.”

Renee Good, 37, was shot Wednesday

morning blocks from her home by an ICE
officer, who federal officials say fired in
self-defense. Details of the shooting,

Good was “pure love,” her wife said in a
statement. A new video released Friday
shows the couple’s interaction with officers.

disseminated online, are in dispute.
A recording released Friday by

Alpha News appears to show the
moments immediately before the
shooting from the perspective of the
ICE officer who shot Good. In the
video, Renee Good can be heard
speaking to an ICE officer through
the open driver’s side window, saying,
“That’s fine, dude, I'm not mad at
you,” as the officer circles her vehicle
while filming with a phone camera in
his hand.

Rebecca Good, who was outside
the car, speaks more aggressively,
questioning the officer about face
masks and license plates. At one

point she says to the officer, “Go get

yé| ’

REUTERS

yourself some lunch, big boy” She
soon reaches for the passenger door,
as the officer tells Renee Good: “Get
out of the car”

The video abruptly ends seconds

SEE GOOD ON A4

“This is war’: In texts, U-Va. board members plot with Youngkin and decry DEI

BY DAN ROSENZWEIG-ZIFF

As Republican leaders moved
to root out what they have criti-
cized as liberal ideology at the
University of Virginia, some con-
servative appointees to its board
texted privately about ending
“chemical and surgical mutila-
tion” for transgender youth at its
hospitals and undoing “regimes
of racial classification” in its
classrooms, according to nearly
1,000 pages of text messages re-
viewed by The Washington Post.

The board members coordi-

nated frequently with Gov. Glenn
Youngkin (R) or his top aides in
nearly every major debate at the
flagship university in Charlottes-
ville in the past year — which
some observers have described as
an unusual level of involvement
by the state leader. The conserva-
tive appointees also spoke in
candid, sometimes inflammatory
terms about the university’s then-
president, James E. Ryan, his
supporters and diversity policies.

“This is war!” Stephen Long
wrote on April 17 to a fellow
board member about a professor

who sought to preserve diversity,
equity and inclusion programs.
Board members have often
been reluctant to speak publicly
on university matters outside of
meetings. But the texts, ex-
changed between June 2023 and
mid-December of last year by
board members and top universi-
ty officials, offer an unfiltered
account of the body’s inner work-
ings as it rolled back some gender
transition care, dissolved the uni-
versity’s DEI office and respond-
ed to several investigations by the
Trump administration, among

other changes at U-Va. Ryan re-
signed in June amid the intensi-
fying scrutiny.

At times, the texts show ten-
sion between conservative, mod-
erate and more liberal board
members, including one who re-
ferred to his fellow board mem-
bers as “crazies.”

The messages, obtained
through Virginia’s Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) by Rich-
mond-based author Jeff Thomas
and provided to The Post, also
underscore the growing pressure
universities are facing from the

Trump administration and Re-
publican state officials as conser-
vatives seek to eliminate what
they view as progressive indoctri-
nation of American campuses.
The U-Va. board has drawn criti-
cism from some students, faculty
and alumni, who have ques-
tioned their intentions and called
for members to resign.

Thomas has previously sub-
mitted FOIA requests to U-Va. on
other board member texts and
about university admissions. He
said he asked for texts exchanged
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Oil CEOs
fear risk of
drilling in
Venezuela

Trump summons leaders
to stoke interest, but one
says it is ‘uninvestable’

BY EVAN HALPER

As President Donald Trump
pushed U.S. oil companies to
commit to invest $100 billion in
Venezuela at a White House
meeting on Friday, the CEO of
ExxonMobil warned the compa-
ny is far from enlisting.

CEO Darren Woods said that
Venezuela is “uninvestable” after
Trump asked him how long it
would take the firm to restart
operations there. He added that
“significant changes have to be
made to those commercial
frameworks, the legal system,
there has to be durable invest-
ment protections,” and there
needs to be a rewrite of the laws
governing oil production in Ven-
ezuela.

He would only commit to
sending a technical team to the
country shortly to begin assess-
ing the situation. The exchange
underscored how the industry is
struggling to chart a course that
will please the president without
spending recklessly on risky
drilling ventures.

The afternoon meeting was
attended by several major oil
companies in addition to Exxon,
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Scientists find
new clues to why
female fertility
declines with age

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

Scientists are making inroads
in understanding one of the cen-
tral mysteries of human repro-
duction: Why do women’s eggs
deteriorate as they age?

The broad strokes have been
well-known — the ticking of a
woman’s biological clock increas-
es risk of miscarriage and infertil-
ity, often caused by eggs with the
wrong number of chromosomes,
the structures that carry DNA.

Researchers who presented
their work at the Fertility 2026
conference in Edinburgh, Scot-
land, say they have identified how
the decline of a particular protein
as women age could be a clue to
the problem.

Agata Zielinska, one of the au-
thors of the study, which has not
yet been peer-reviewed, is co-
founder of biotech company Ovo
Labs. The company is working
toward launching a clinical trial

SEE FERTILITY ON A6
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December jobs Employers added 50,000
positions last month, new data shows,

capping a year of growth whose pace was less
than a third of what it was in 2024. A18

Iran “will not back down” The nation’s
supreme leader derided protesters and
mocked Trump’s threat to intervene. A12

ICE agent, but results
were misleading. A2

A plan to turn ware-
houses into ICE sites is
stirring opposition even
in pro-Trump areas. A3
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the latter’s rare earth
minerals. A15
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