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Weather: Partly sunny and
pleasant.
High: 78. Low: 61. Page A12

Exclusively at our Norwalk branch.

Open a 7-month CD at

4.33%APY*
and get guaranteed returns.

unionsavings.com/NorwalkCD454Main Ave.
Norwalk

OPEN
TODAY!

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rate effective as of August 15, 2025, is subject to
change, and may be withdrawn at any time. To qualify for this special rate, 7-month
CDmust be opened at the Union Savings Bank Norwalk branch, and the primary
accountholder must also have an active Union Savings Bank checking account.
Minimum opening deposit of $1,000; $0.01 required to earn APY. Maximum deposit
of $750,000. The APY assumes that the principal and interest remain on deposit
until the maturity date of your CD. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Ask an
associate for details or scan the QR code for complete details.

From federal funding
freezes to diversity, equi-
ty and inclusion direc-
tives, Connecticut educa-
tion officials have con-
sistently described the
Trump administration’s
actions surrounding K-12
education as fueling un-
certainty in schools.

Now, educators and of-

ficials are facing a new
unknown: how the fed-
eral government will
fund education across
the country and in Con-
necticut for the next fis-
cal year.

Discussions about the
shuttering and downsiz-
ing of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, im-
migration policy im-
pacts, school choice and
the federal government’s

role in curriculum and
instruction have all been
looming across Connect-
icut education circles
since President Donald
Trump took office, but
education funding at
both the state and federal
level has remained top of
mind.

With the state budget
passed, eyes are now on
Congress, which has a
Sept. 30 deadline to pass

a fiscal year 2026 budget.
The education impacts in
Connecticut will depend
on what ends up being
signed into law, accord-
ing to experts at a Sept. 12
forumhosted by the state
legislature’s Education
Committee in Hartford.

Multiple Connecticut
lawmakers, including
both Republicans and
Democrats, asked state

Experts discuss federal budget’s
impact on education in state, U.S.
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Connecticut Commissioner of Education Charlene
M. Russell-Tucker said any education budget
reductions from the federal level certainly would be
felt across Connecticut.

Senate’s proposal rejects cuts pitched in plans by President Trump,House
By Natasha Sokoloff
STAFF WRITER

Impact continues on A4

Concerned about who will take
on up to $500 million in debt, six
top Connecticut lawmakers issued
a statement late Monday about
UConn Health’s proposed bid to
buy three cash-strapped hospitals,

including one caught up in the
bankruptcy of Prospect Medical
Holdings.

UConn Health would buy Water-
bury Hospital from Prospect under
a plan that could also include Day
Kimball Hospital in Putnam and
Bristol Hospital as part of an ex-
panded government-funded health

system in the state.
The deal for Waterbury Hospital

alone is estimated to cost between
$400 million and $500 million,
according to state lawmakers who
viewed documents on the proposal.

Leaders of both parties in the
state legislature endorsed the
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UConn Health Board Chairman John Driscoll in Farmington’s John Dempsey Hospital emergency room critical
care area in March. Driscoll has said that expansion could help the system increase its revenue.

Lawmakers question funding
in bid forWaterbury Hospital

By Liese Klein
STAFF WRITER

Hosptial continues on A4

DARIEN — Shovels will
soon break ground for a three-
story, 57-unit housing complex,
with six affordable units, at 3
Parklands Drive in Darien.

“We’re in preparation to,
hopefully, start construction in
the fall,” said Craig Flaherty, an
engineer for Redniss &Mead in
Stamford, representing the
project developer. The work is

expected to take about 22
months to complete.

There will be 29 one-bed-
rooms and 28 two-bedrooms,
Flaherty said.

The plan originated about
four years ago with Bob Gillon,
the previous owner and devel-
oper of the property, who died
in November 2023. The proper-
ty was sold to a new developer,
3 Parklands, LLC of Green-
wich.

“The new owner is excited to

start construction this fall and
bring another living option to
Darien,” Flaherty said.

A mostly vacant office build-
ing was taken down over the
summer. A pile of dirt now sits
on the site.

The developer has been
working with the Darien Land
Trust and Darien’s Parks & Re-
creation Department on the de-
velopment’s new entrance into
Selleck’s Woods, a 28-acre na-
ture preserve adjacent to the

site, where 11 parking spaces
will be built, he said.

This entrance will include a
15-foot-by-15-foot raised board-
walk with built-in benches, he
said. It will be accessible.

The owner is also working
with Darien’s fire marshal to
get rid of a paved driveway
around the east side of the
building, he said.

“Because of this .... paved
surfaces are reduced and land-
scaped coverage increases,” he

said.
The new owner has also up-

dated the architecture of the
building, Flaherty said about
the project, which was dis-
cussed most recently at the
Sept. 2 Planning & Zoning
Commission meeting.

“We went from a traditional
architecture to a little more
contemporary architecture,” he
said, adding, “the shape of the
building is largely the same.”

DARIEN

Construction of 57-unit housing complex set to begin
By Sandra Diamond Fox
STAFF WRITER

Parklands continues on A4

As the state sees more mild winters
and waits longer for the first winter
frost, those with allergies are suffering
from symptoms for longer periods of
time, with climate change likely a con-
tributing factor, according to experts.

“Those who suffer from allergies in
recent years can certainly expect that
it’s just a longer season,” said Pamela
Sherman, a registered nurse at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut Health’s Depart-
ment of Otolaryngology.

Havingworked in her department for
about eight years, Sherman said she
regularly hears from people who have
said this has been a particularly bad
year for their allergies.

“It does seem to gradually have been
getting a little worse for people every
year,” she said. “I think that has a lot to
do with our winters being so mild.”

Warmer winters cause trees to start
pollinating earlier, and seasonably
warm weather in the fall leads to flour-
ishing ragweed later in the year.

A decade ago, pollenmore commonly
started in April, but now it can be as
early as late February due to mild win-
ters, Sherman said.

Ragweed tends to peak around mid-
September and will last until there is “a
really good frost,” which could not
come until November, she said.

“It certainly seems that climate
change does factor in,” Sherman said.

Experts:
Allergy
seasons
getting
longer
Climate change
could be to blame
By Eric Bedner
STAFF WRITER

Allergies continues on A4


