
WE’RE CELEBRATING AND YOU GET THE PRESENTS
175th Anniversary Savings

MEMBER FDIC

$1751.75%
APY*

EARN ENTER TO WIN
Join the Celebration
Scan the code or stop by
one of our 13 locations in
Fairfield County to get started.

*$50 minimum opening deposit required. 1.75% Annual Percentage Yield on $0.01-174.999.99, 0.01% APY on balances of $175,000+. No minimum balance required to earn
APY. Fees may reduce earnings. One automatic entry with each qualifying account. Account must remain open and funded through 9/30/26. 21 winners selected at random during
October. New money (funds not currently on deposit with First County Bank) required. Restrictions apply, see Official Rules.

Ed Dadakis stayed
home in Greenwich
to take a call from a
client on the morning
of Sept. 11, 2001, rather
than head into his
office on the 105th
floor of the South
Tower of theWorld
Trade Center. He lost
176 colleagues at

Aon, the giant insur-
ance brokerage, at
least 100 of whom he
knew personally. He
attended more than
35 funerals.

In the days that
followed the at-
tacks 25 years ago,
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Lavene Colligan remembers the smoke,
llying debris and remains as she came closer
o the ruins of the Twin Towers on Sept. 11,
001.
She was looking for her brother-in-law, who

worked at one of the firms inside the World
Trade Center. Her family had been on the
phone with him, until the line dropped. Then
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Lavene Colligan, photographed Sept. 2 in Norwalk, spent a week looking for her brother-in-law at
ground zero before his remains were found. Since then, she’s dealt with a number of health issues and is
now part of the World Trade Center Health Program.

Hearst Connecticut Media file photo

Army National Guardsmen, from left, Azwim Baccus, Gus Marquez and William Torres read the New York Post
near ground zero after spending a long night working at the World Trade Center attack site on Sept. 14, 2001.
This photo has been on display at the National Sept. 11Memorial & Museum in New York.

By Cris Villalonga-Vivoni,
Alex Putterman, Luca Powell
and Joshua Eaton
STAFF WRITERS

Illness continues on A4

More inside: Conn. sisters honor father by living life to the fullest A5 3 in 10 state residents weren’t yet born on 9/11 A5
9/11 sent Connecticut NYPD recruit into duty. A9 Conn. Army veteran urges return to 9/12 unity A9

Safer thanwe feared,more
divided thanwehoped

Dan
Haar

COMMENTARY Haar continues
on A6

Republican challenger Ryan
Fazio told Connecticut voters in
a recent campaign mailer that
two-term Democratic Gov. Ned
Lamont has raised their electric
bills.

The high cost of electricity
and cost of living in the state is a
central issue in the 2026 cam-
paign for governor, with Lamont
and Fazio offering competing
plans for lowering costs that
consistently rank among the
highest in the U.S.

Fazio, aGreenwich state sena-
tor, has been making electricity
costs a focus of his campaign
and pitching a plan that he
claims will cut electric bills by
20%, including a proposal to
save $1 billion a year by immedi-
ately ending or sunsetting 50
programs supported through
federally or state-mandated
charges.

All the while, Fazio has been
trying to make a case to voters
that Lamont is responsible for
raising electric rates by creating
a systemwhereutilities continue
to raise rates, shift costs onto
ratepayers, and charge families
and businesses for programs
and services they do not use.

Meanwhile, Lamont is run-
ning on his administration’s ef-
forts to address Connecticut’s
persistently high electricity
costs and proposing a set of “ac-
countability reforms” that his
campaign says are designed to
lower energy costs, increase
competition, and put ratepayers
first.

Both Lamont and Fazio are
taking credit for a reduction in
so-called “public benefits”
charges that fund various state
and federal government pro-
grams, policies and initiatives
that are being reflected in elec-
tric bills now. State officials have
estimated the average residential
Eversource customer will save
15% due to the reduced charges.

“I’m the guy responsible for
turning the public benefits
charge into a credit, saving you
15% on your bill as compared to a
year ago,” Lamont said. “We’ve
got a long way to go there.We’ve
had the highest electric rates in
the country going back 50 years.
So, that’s what we’re dealing
with.”

At 24.32 cents per kilowatt-
hour, Connecticut had the 11th
highest residential electric rate
among the 50 states in June, ac-
cording to theU.S. Energy Infor-

FACT CHECK

Fazio says
Lamont
hiked state
electric bills.
Did he?
By Paul Hughes
STAFF WRITER

Fact check continues on A12
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Weather: Humid; heavy a.m.
rain; watch for flooding.
High: 80. Low: 67. Page A16

DARIEN — A plan to demolish an in-
active church at 471 Mansfield Ave. and
subdivide the property into four single-
family residential lots is headed toward

approval, Darian officials said.
Planning & Zoning Commission

Chairman Steve Olvany said the com-
mission will review a draft resolution of
approval at its next meeting Sept. 22.

The applicant, Missionary of Society
of Connecticut Inc., also known as The

Episcopal Church in Connecticut, said
each lot would be at least 21⁄�2 acres.

The property covers 14.4 acres, 54% of
which would be placed in a conservation
easement. The land would be protected
as open space or through deed restric-
tions, said Craig Flaherty, a professional

engineer with Redniss & Mead in Stam-
ford who represents the property owner.

“This particular parish is no longer vi-
able,” Flaherty said. “They’re trying to
prepare the property for sale. Part of that
is to subdivide it into what we believe is

VacantDarien church could be replaced by 4 single-family homes
By Sandra Diamond Fox
STAFF WRITER

Church continues on A6


