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Weather: Variable clouds;
showers later.
High: 66. Low: 43. Page A10

Jim Shannon/Hearst Connecticut Media

The UConn women’s
team bus makes its
way Thursday to the
Mortgage Matchup
Center in Phoenix,
home of the NCAA
Women’s Final Four.

h teams in the Final Four,
ans savoring everymoment

By Austin Mirmina
STAFF WRITER

For full coverage and results of the NCAA Basketball Tournament
games, go to ctinsider.com.

ylon Mullins’ 35-foot prayer sent the UConn men’s basketball team to
Four last weekend, Huskies fans across Connecticut and beyond
in celebration.

n Lipshez was cheering, too, just as he had a few hours earlier when
UConn women’s teamclinched its own Final Four trip. Even in that
ment, though, there was a hint of sadness.
Watching UConn hoops together has become a winter ritual for

Lipshez and his wife, who are both retired and live in Farmington.
“UConn basketball has served as a unifier, almost like a marriage
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UConn women’s basketball superfan Carol McKenzie holds her Huskies puppet, Jonathan Jr., at her home
in Farmington on Wednesday.

Fans continues on A4
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PHOENIX — The UConn
men’s basketball and women’s
basketball teams are back in the
Final Four in the same season
for an unprecedented sixth
time, but never before has it
happened like this.

Braylon Mullins’ deep 3-
pointshot fromthe logowith0.4
seconds left in the men’s 73-72
Elite Eight victory over arch
nemesis Duke last Sunday was
a finish for the ages that rever-

By Roger Cleaveland
STAFF WRITER

Jim Shannon/Hearst Connecticut Media

UConn’s Sarah Strong, left, and Azzi Fudd laugh at a
comment by head coach Geno Auriemma at a news
conference before the Final Four in Phoenix on Thursday.Braylon continues on A4

Dan Haar: UConn ignites our
dopamine-fueled collective
moment. A5

Geno, players celebrateMullins’ game-winner

berated throughout UConnNa-
tion.

While UConn fans through-
out the state passionately cele-
brated the shot that sent the
men’s team to the Final Four, no
one felt more pride or connec-
tion to that historic moment
than the counterparts in the
women’s program.

HARTFORD—MiguelCardo-
na, the formerU.S. education sec-
retary and state education com-
missioner, will lead a new com-
mission that will produce a plan
tobolsterworkforcedevelopment
in Connecticut, Gov. Ned Lamont

announced
Thursday.

The Connecti-
cut Career Path-
ways Commis-
sion will be asked
to assess the
state’s “education
and career path-
ways system” and

develop a five-year strategic plan
that supports the needs of stu-
dents, workers and employers, as
well as the state’s economic com-
petitiveness,accordingtoanexec-
utive order signed Thursday by
Lamont.

Workforce development has
become even more important in
recentyears,asConnecticutgrap-
pleswitha tight labormarket that
has tensof thousandsof jobopen-
ings.Amongotherreasonsforthe
new initiative, Lamont and Car-
dona cite theneed for instruction,
credentialing and partnerships
with employers to keep up with
technological advances such as
the rise of artificial intelligence.

“Everybody across Connecti-
cut knows thatwehave to contin-
ue to evolve tomake sure that our
students are prepared, with op-
tions, when they graduate,” Car-
dona told reporters at the Con-
necticut Workforce Summit,
whichwas held at the state’s con-
vention center, in Hartford. “And
what I’m excited about is that we
have leaders fromall over— from
the administration, from the pri-
vate sector, from our K-12 system
andhigher ed, saying, ‘Let’s come
together, and let’s create synergy
to make sure our students have
better options.’”

Aspart of itsmission, the com-
mission will develop recommen-
dations on “state statutory, regu-
latoryandadministrativereforms
needed to support the improve-
ment and expansion of career
pathways, includingstreamlining
state funding sources, aligning
credentialing and credit-transfer

Cardona
to head
new state
panel

By Paul Schott
STAFF WRITER

Cardona continues on A7

Commission will
help students
pursue career goals

Cardona

DARIEN—Despite some con-
cerns on traffic congestion, Dari-
en’s Shell Station on Boston Post
Road will be building a 2,400-
square-foot convenience store
whiledemolishing its service gar-
age.

The gas station, at 805 Boston
Post Road, and convenience

store, will be branded as “Stan-
dard.” The station will continue
to sell Shell gas.

At Tuesday’s Planning & Zon-
ing Commission meeting, com-
mission members voted 4:2 in fa-
vor of the plan.

Commission members Jamie
Zionic, John Sini, George Reilly
and Chair Steve Olvany voted for
the plan while members Amy
Barsanti and Adam Balgach vot-

ed against the plan.
Construction will take about

nine months, Olvany has said.
“My client is very pleased that

after careful and comprehensive
consideration of their applica-
tion, the commission voted to ap-
prove its application to reposition
an old and tired service station
with a new, attractive state of the
art gas stationwith a convenience
store. It will be a handsome addi-

tion to the Post Road corridor
serving the Darien community,”
said Attorney Michael Cacace of
Cacace, Tusch & Santagata. He
was speaking on behalf of Stan-
dard Realty, LLC, the applicant.

Cacace said Standard Realty
intends to move forward to se-
cure a building permit and com-
mence construction as soon as
possible. The gas station will be
closed during construction.

The Shell gas station is in a
commercial zone locatedat the in-
tersection of Boston Post Road
and Sedgwick Avenue. The two
buildings on the property total
3,750 square feet. According to
the plan, there will just be one
building—theconvenience store,
which will sell sandwiches,
snacks, and coffee, and also, car
supplies.

Shell gas on Boston Post Road in Darien to build convenience store

Shell continues on A7

By Sandra Diamond Fox
STAFF WRITER

Dr. SashaGolovyan, a veterinarian
at the Animal Clinic of Milford, said
she rememberedwhen a bulldogwas
surrendered to the clinic’s care.

Golovyansaid theowner told clinic
staff the bulldog had eaten part of
their CPAP machine and worried

they couldn’t afford the dog’s surgery
if ithappenedagainso theydecided to
give it up. The clinic did the surgery
and found the dog a home.

“It still comes in as a patient,” she
said, adding pets surrendered to the
clinic usually find a home in three to
five days.

Her animals could be considered
the lucky ones though as other shel-

ters report animals are staying longer.
For the Connecticut Humane Soci-

ety, some animals can be there for
more than threeweeks,up from just a
fewdays, according to JamesBias, the
society’s executive director.

“The animals are going to be im-
pacted because a shelter, while it’s a
safe haven, it’s not a home,” Bias said.

‘Running on empty’
Staying longer in shelters, animals face stress and illness
By Tyler Fedor
STAFF WRITER

Shelters continues on A7
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Gator is one of the dogs at the Connecticut Humane
Society in Wilton.


