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Weather: Partly sunny with a
shower in spots.
High: 71. Low: 50. Page A16

ROXBURY — First Se-
lectman Patrick Roy is
making Roxbury’s case to
prevent a couple from
having hikers and dog
walkers on their private
property, saying they are
in violation of zoning reg-
ulations designed to be
fair to all residents.

The couple — Charles

and Elizabeth Copley —
still have options to
amend town regulations,
but have chosen to not yet
pursue those avenues and
instead attack the town
through attorneys and the
media, Roy said.

The Copleys have said
they would litigate the
matter if they can’t work
things out with the town
first.

“Going to court is not

our first objective here,”
Charles Copley told CT
Insider on Thursday. “We
just want to be able to use
our property peacefully
and be able to look after
this forest.”

In a lengthy statement
issued on behalf of the
town on Tuesday, Roy
said he was responding to
“inaccurate claims made
publicly regarding the
town’s enforcement of its

zoning regulations.”
The Copleys have been

charging visitors $10 to
hike and walk their dogs
on their property in what
they say is an effort to
tamp down unwanted
vegetation and maintain
the forest.

However, “recent cor-
respondence and media
coverage have mischarac-
terized the town’s lawful

Roxburymakes its case
Town opposes local couple’s paid hiking, dog-walking business
By Eric Bedner
STAFF WRITER

Courtesy of Charles and Elizabeth Copley

Charles and Elizabeth Copley are battling Roxbury
officials for the right to have visitors hike and walk
dogs on their private 50-acre property.Roxbury continues on A6

L
ast year was a landmark
season for the Danbury
High School football
team.

The program reached
the CIAC Class LL playoffs, its first
postseason berth in 23 years. The
most successful season in recent
program history largely ran
through starting quarterback Jake
O’Keefe, who now enters his senior
year.

O’Keefe has found success every-
where he has gone. He helped lead
the Danbury Trojans Pop Warner
football team to back-to-back Na-
tional championship tournament
runs in 2021 and 2022, which was
also the first time in over 20 years
that program reached such heights.

O’Keefe’s youth reputation fol-
lowed him to high school, where he
earned the starting quarterback job
midway through his freshman sea-
son.

In his first career start, O’Keefe
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Danbury senior quarterback Jake O’Keefe at a summer practice heading into the 2026 CIAC football season.

DanburyQBO’Keefe enters
final run after historic season

By Will Aldam
STAFF WRITER

So, thePequotLeaguehas finally joined theConnecti-
cutHigh School FootballAlliance, bringing the last con-
ference holdout into the fold.

The Alliance has done its job. It has united our con-
stituent leagues into a cooperation that ac-
tually produces good, competitive match-
ups. Nice work, fellas.

But even the Alliance says this is just a
first step toward something bigger. As it
stands now, you don’t have to look too far
beneath the hood to understand our
state’s scheduling is one massive hot
mess. The Alliance scratched an itch by
getting everyone to agree on fun cross-
over games.But itmakes little tono sense
as it stands.

Now that we’ve opened this Pandora’s
box, what’s next? That’s the question the Alliance lead-
ership is asking, too. A few years ago, they proposed the
idea of statewide scheduling. We welcomed the idea,
even if their version of it — broadly expanding the play-
off participants, starting the schedule earlier, ending be-
fore Thanksgiving—was summarily rejected, especial-
ly by some of us at GametimeCT (guilty!)

Still, I do think we’re onto something with statewide
scheduling. We’ve proposed as much years ago. But it’s
been a while. So let’s throw our cards onto the table and
see if we can figure this out again.

Jim Michaud/Hearst Connecticut Media

Coach John Ferrazzi and Sheehan celebrate their
21-7 win over Northwest Catholic in the CIAC Class S
championship on Saturday, Dec. 13 at Veterans
Memorial Park in New Britain.

Time for a playoff
scheduling overhaul

Sean
Patrick
Bowley

COMMENTARY

Bowley continues onH3

NEW CANAAN IS NO. 1
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The four-time defending Class L champions top
G ti CT’ T P 8

TOP 50 PLAYERS
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Lyman Hall QB Ryan Casey is among GametimeCT’s
l t t h thi P 8

BY THE NUMBERS
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Plainville’s Anthony Abarno is one of just two
returning quarterbacks to surpass 2,500 yards last

P
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As the 2026 season dawns, CIAC football enters Year
9 of the ConnecticutHigh School Football Alliance,

though you could say it is Year 1.
For the first time since the scheduling model match-

ing schools of like size and ability from different confer-
ences sprung up in 2017, all eight Connecticut football
leagues are aboard. The Pequot League joins one year
after the Naugatuck Valley League, the penultimate
holdout, entered the fold in 2025.

With the arrival of the Pequot, all 132 Connecticut
high school football teamswill play at least oneAlliance
game in 2026. That’s a first.

Every week will feature at least one Alliance game,
and Week 2 will be entirely filled (with one exception)
with inter-conference games scheduled by the Alliance.
That, too, is a first.

It’s even being called “Alliance Week.”
“We’re a brand now,” said Southern Connecticut

Conference commissioner Al Carbone, a co-founder of
theAlliance. “That all the leagues are in is a testament to
the people who have been involved, who have tried it,
who’ve been a part of it, who are willing to learn and

Moving the chains
With all eight leagues aboard,
where does the CTHigh School
Football Alliance go from here?

By Bryant Carpenter
STAFF WRITER

Alliance continues onH2

Fall
football

Check out
today’s
Gametime
high
school
football
preview.
Inside

NEW MILFORD — Plans for a
large-scale battery farm that prompt-
ed concerns about fire and toxic re-
leases among town leaders and neigh-
bors are being dropped for a 10-acre
residential site that straddles theWest
Aspetuck River, the mayor said.

“Flatiron has decided not to pursue
the battery storage project at this loca-
tion,” Mayor Pete Bass said in a social
media post. “The company does have
lease and option rights currently on
this property, but no applications for
any other type of project on this prop-

NEW MILFORD

Firmwill
‘not pursue’
big battery
farmplan
By Rob Ryser
STAFF WRITER

Battery continues on A4

Republican candidate Ryan Fazio
is trying to use Gov. Ned Lamont’s
past support for recruiting data cen-

ters
against
the two-
term
Demo-
crat in

Connecticut’s campaign for governor.
Fazio is campaigning on repealing

tax exemptions for qualifying data
centers that Lamont got fast-tracked
through theDemocrat-controlled leg-
islature in 2021 with overwhelming

Tax breaks
roil campaign
for governor
By Paul Hughes
STAFF WRITER
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Campaign continues on A6

The high-profile mur-
der trial of LindsayClancy
offers a point of compari-
son with a decades-old
landmark case in her
home state ofConnecticut,

where a mother charged
in the 1989 death of her 5-
month-old daughter was
acquitted on a postpartum
psychosis defense.

Dawn March was 18
years old when she threw
her 5-month-old daughter,
Shawna, into the Housa-

tonic River in New Mil-
ford in September 1989.

A News-Times article
published shortly after
March’s arrest said she
initially told police her ba-
by had been kidnapped
from her car the night of
Sept. 28, sparking “a ma-

jor search near the center
of New Milford and along
the Housatonic River.”

March told police that
her daughter had been
with her when she
dropped off her husband
for night classes at New
Milford High School, but

she noticed the baby was
missing after stopping at a
store and driving several
more miles.

As March recounted to
policewhat happened that
night, the article said her
story “changed several

NewMilfordmother’s 1991acquittal set Conn.
precedent for postpartum psychosis defenses
By Kendra Baker
STAFF WRITER

Dawn March was
18 years old when
she threw her
5-month-old
daughter,

Shawna, into the
Housatonic River
in New Milford in
September 1989.Defenses continues on A4

Danbury continues on A4


