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Weather: Variable clouds,
shower in the afternoon.
High: 66. Low: 43. .Page A12

Jim Shannon/Hearst Connecticut Media

The UConn women’s
team bus makes its
way Thursday to the
Mortgage Matchup
Center in Phoenix,
home of the NCAA
Women’s Final Four.

h teams in the Final Four,
ans savoring everymoment

By Austin Mirmina
STAFF WRITER

PHOENIX — The UConn
men’s basketball and women’s
basketball teams are back in the
Final Four in the same season
for an unprecedented sixth
time, but never before has it
happened like this.

Braylon Mullins’ deep 3-
point shot from the logo with
0.4 seconds left in the men’s 73-
72 Elite Eight victory over arch
nemesis Duke last Sunday was
a finish for the ages that rever-

By Roger Cleaveland
STAFF WRITER
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UConn’s Sarah Strong, left, and Azzi Fudd laugh at a
comment by head coach Geno Auriemma at a news
conference before the Final Four in Phoenix on Thursday.Braylon continues on A5

For full coverage and results of the NCAA Basketball Tournament
games, go to ctinsider.com.

ylon Mullins’ 35-foot prayer sent the UConn men’s basketball team to
Four last weekend, Huskies fans across Connecticut and beyond
in celebration.

n Lipshez was cheering, too, just as he had a few hours earlier when
UConn women’s team clinched its own Final Four trip. Even in that
ment, though, there was a hint of sadness.
Watching UConn hoops together has become a winter ritual for

Lipshez and his wife, who are both retired and live in Farmington.
“UConn basketball has served as a unifier, almost like a marriage
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UConn women’s basketball superfan Carol McKenzie holds her Huskies puppet, Jonathan Jr., at her home
in Farmington on Wednesday.

Fans continues on A5
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CHESHIRE — Cheshire’s
Fire Chief Jack Casner said the
town may need a new fire sta-
tion on the north side of town to
meet the rising service demands
around growing commercial
centers like Stonebridge Cross-
ing. At the same time, the de-
partment is also facing a short-
age in volunteers, which offi-
cials said is expected to get
worse.

While the town didn’t offer
any specific plans for the fire-
house, officials suggested that a
new facility thatwould suit their
needs may cost at least $5 mil-
lion, not accounting for the ex-
pense of acquiring a property.

“I can tell you we’ve been up
to the north over100 times in the
past month, and half to the new
development,” Casner said of
theneed for thenewstationdur-
ing a Tuesday Town Council
presentation about the pro-
posed Cheshire’s 2026-27 bud-
get. “Three times to Chipotle to-
day, and not to eat.”

The meeting was to discuss
the budget for the town’s public
safety departments, but the fire
department was a major focus.

The request for the station
comes as the department is see-
ing both a rising number of calls
and a shrinking numbers of vol-
unteers. The number of avail-
able volunteers has fallen from
nearly 120 in 2007 to just over 40
last year, and, according to
Casner, the number is expected
to fall further, following broader
national trends.

“We offer so many incentives
—our society is just not creating
volunteerism,” Casner said. “If
you look at civic organizations,
they’re all dying on the vine.No-
body wants to give anything for
free. We’re making it by, but
we’re certainly not overstaffed.”

While the new firehouse is
need, Casner said the depart-
ment also wants to bolster the
numbers of its staff before mov-
ing ahead with the facility.

The Cheshire Fire Depart-

Cheshire
may need
new fire
station,
chief says

By Christian Metzger
STAFF WRITER

Rising demand in
business areas amid
volunteer shortage

Station continues on A7

CPAP machine and wor-
ried they couldn’t afford
the dog’s surgery if it hap-
pened again so they decid-
ed to give it up. The clinic
did the surgery and found
the dog a home.

“It still comes in as a pa-
tient,” she said, adding
pets surrendered to the
clinic usually find a home

Dr. Sasha Golovyan, a
veterinarian at theAnimal
Clinic of Milford, said she
remembered when a bull-
dog was surrendered to
the clinic’s care.

Golovyan said the own-
er told clinic staff the bull-
dog had eaten part of their

in three to five days.
Her animals could be

considered the lucky ones
though as other shelters
report animals are staying
longer.

For theConnecticutHu-
mane Society, some ani-
mals can be there formore
than three weeks, up from
just a few days, according

to James Bias, the society’s
executive director.

“The animals are going
to be impacted because a
shelter, while it’s a safe ha-
ven, it’s not a home,” Bias
said.

Animals staying longer
in kennels contributes to
crowded shelters and

Shelter animals staying longer, facing stress
By Tyler Fedor
STAFF WRITER
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Flamingo
is one of
the dogs

at the
Connect-

icut
Humane

Society in
Wilton.

Shelters continues on A7

BRANFORD — A substitute
teacher accused of groping two
second-grade students at an ele-
mentary school in Hamden is
under investigation after hewas
accused of similar abuse when
he worked at Mary T. Murphy
Elementary School in Branford,
according to police and court
papers.

The former substitute teach-
er, Jack Gill, was arrested by
Hamden police onMarch 27 and
charged with two counts of
fourth-degree sexual assault
and two counts of illegal sexual
contact. The 24-year-old was re-
leased on bond, according to
court records.

Arrest warrant affidavits
from Gill’s charges in Hamden
said he was also “accused of a
similar incident in the Branford

School System,” and identified
the school asMurphyElementa-
ry.

In a joint statementThursday,
Branford Schools Superinten-
dent Christopher J. Tranberg
and Police Chief Jonathan R.
Mulhern confirmed there was
an “ongoing investigation” into a
substitute teacher without iden-
tifying Gill by name.

The statement said the substi-
tute teacher worked at the

school for one day on Jan. 20,
and was assigned to the library.
The following day, Jan. 21, the
district learned of an “allegation
of inappropriate conduct involv-
ing this substitute teacher,” the
statement said.

“We understand that a simi-
lar report and arrest have hap-
pened in another district,” the
statement said.

The police chief and superin-
tendent said the substitute

teacher has been placed on the
district’s “do not admit” security
list.

Gill was employed in both
districts throughKelly Services,
a staffing agency. The company
did not immediately respond to
a message seeking comment
Thursday.

A lawyer listed for Gill in the
Hamden arrest warrant affida-
vits did not immediately re-

BRANFORD, HAMDEN

Police investigate sub chargedwith groping second-graders
By Peter Yankowski
STAFF WRITER

Gill continues on A7

Dan Haar: UConn ignites our
dopamine-fueled collective
moment. A6

Geno, players celebrateMullins’ game-winner

berated throughout UConnNa-
tion.

While UConn fans through-
out the state passionately cele-
brated the shot that sent the
men’s team to the Final Four, no
one felt more pride or connec-
tion to that historic moment
than the counterparts in the
women’s program.


