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Kirk post shattered
biologist’s dream

he fHulletin

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Norwich Public Schools held a groundbreaking ceremony for the new Moriarty Elementary School on June 8. Shown here

is the second groundbreaking group, including teachers from Moriarty Elementary School.
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New elementary school
on track to open in 2027

Matt Grahn
Norwich Bulletin
USA TODAY NETWORK

The ground has been cleared of grass,
and the construction vehicles are in
place.

Norwich Public Schools held a
groundbreaking ceremony for the new
Moriarty Elementary School on June 8.
The new school, to be built on the same
land as the current Moriarty Elemen-
tary, will be completed for the 2027-
2028 school year. The old building will
be demolished after the new one is com-
pleted.

The ceremony started with Principal
Ashley Favello reading what the stu-
dents like about the school, from an en-
vironment where kids are always learn-
ing, to a school culture that supports

See SCHOOL, Page 2A

a group of fifth-grade students.

Moriarty Elementary Principal Ashley Favello says the Pledge of Allegiance with

Neighbors
push back
on shelter
move plan

Matt Grahn
Norwich Bulletin
USA TODAY NETWORK

While the Thames Valley Council
for Community Action is trying to ex-
pand its overnight winter shelter from
16 beds to 58 beds, some residents on
Broadway and around Norwich Free
Academy are not happy with the pro-
posal to relocate the shelter to the St.
Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church
building at 248 Broadway.

The Commission on the City Plan is
holding a public hearing and potential
special zoning permit action for
TVCCA to utilize the St. Mark building
as a overnight homeless shelter from
Nov. 15 to April 1 annually. Shelter
hours would be 6:00 p.m. to 8: 00 a.m.
and would use the building’s Memorial
Hall.

Why the St. Mark
building is available

St. Mark Church put its building up
for sale in 2025, with the intent on sell-
ing to another nonprofit entity. TVCCA
agreed to buy the building in February,
contingent on zoning approvals. St.
Mark Church and other nonprofits
would be permitted remain in the
building.

If the zoning approval and sale goes
through, TVCCA will get to work on up-
grades related to city building code
and fire marshal approval, including a
fire alarm system and some modifica-
tions inside the building, TVCCA CEO
Josh Kelly said.

There are no plans to expand the
shelter to year-round service, and the
actual shelter will not “have a larger
footprint than the rearmost room,”
Kelly said.

Opposition to the new location
Shaun Richards, whose property,
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Thames River boat tours return for summer season

Beth McDermott
Norwich Bulletin
USA TODAY NETWORK

Families looking for a unique way to
explore the Thames River can hop
aboard a boat this summer.

Thames River Heritage Park is bring-

by KOHLER

ing back its historic boat tours and eve-
ning cruises, according to a community
announcement. The park operates tours
from four locations: Fort Trumbull State
Park and City Pier in New London, and
Nautilus Dock and Thames River Land-
ing in Groton.

The Hop On, Hop Off Harbor Cruise,

to the installation of the KOHLER walk-in bath and may exclude costs associa

locally known as the Water Taxi, will run
Saturdays and Sundays between 11 a.m.
and 5 p.m. The one-hour loop connects
heritage sites along the river, with three
stops on Saturdays and a fourth stop at
Nautilus Dock in Groton on Sundays.
Riders can board at one location and
hop off at another to visit parks, shops,

or restaurants. Walk-on passengers are
welcome to pay as they board.

In honor of the park’s10th anniversa-
ry, youth ages 4-17 can ride for $5 with
the purchase of an adult ticket by a par-
ent or guardian for historic boat tours

See BOAT TOURS, Page 2A

THIS MONTH ONLY

GET 50% OFF INSTALLATION

of Your KOHLERg Walk-In Bath + NO PAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS'

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(860) 294-9782

FOffer ends June 30, 2026. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, NY. 50% off installation labor applies

dealer for financing details.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
norwichbulletin.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and

sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!
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