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Weather: Warmer, cloudy, then
clouds and sun.
High: 73. Low: 50. Page A10

In the next few weeks, Con-
necticut voters are likely to learn
a lot about Greenwich state Sen.
Ryan Fazio and where the Re-
publican candidate for governor
stands politically.

Fazio faces an uphill battle in
the Nov. 3 election against two-

term Gov. Ned Lamont, who de-
scribes himself as a moderate
Democrat and who benefits from
strong approval ratings in a solid
blue state at a time when the po-
litical climate appears to favor
Democrats.

According to a recent Quin-
nipiac poll, which had Lamont
ahead 55% to 38% among likely
voters, 29% of those polled have a
favorable opinion of Fazio, while

39% have an unfa-
vorable opinion
— leaving 33%
who either are
neutral or don’t
know enough to
say. Fazio’s hopes
could hinge on
winning over that

uncertain one-third of voters, or
a big enough slice of them. Fazio’s
campaign has said their internal
polls show a smaller margin.

So, who is Fazio? And what
can his five-year tenure in the leg-
islature tell us about who he’d be

as governor?
The Lamont cam-

paign and the Connecti-
cut Democratic Party
have sought to portray
Fazio as ideologically extreme
and aligned with President Don-
ald Trump and conservative
causes and special interests rath-
er than Connecticut families.

One Lamont TV ad called Fa-
zio’s immigration position “too
extreme for Connecticut” and an-
other said he supported Trump’s
cuts to the Affordable Care Act.
In public statements, the Con-

necticut Democratic
Party has charged that
Fazio embraces “ex-
treme policies” and de-
scribes him as part of

“the extreme MAGA wing of the
GOP.”

“Calling me extreme is a lie.
I’ve been a very effective biparti-
san legislator,” Fazio told report-
ers immediately after the Lamont
campaign started airing its immi-
gration attack ad. “I co-authored
and passed seven laws in my just
five years in the minority party in

Fazio’s record defines his campaign
GOP candidate for governor
describes himself as ‘a pragmatist’
By Alex Putterman
and Paul Hughes
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Fazio continues on A4

EAST HAMPTON —
For the last nine years,
Bevin Bells has been man-
ufacturing silver-plated
“It’s a Wonderful Life”
keepsake bells in honor of
the 1946 holiday film, and
officials say the response

from customers has been
“unreal.”

“It was very hard for us
in the beginning,” recalled
Cici Bevin, president of
the East Hampton-based
company. “It was almost
impossible for us to meet
the demand, and now that
it’s been nine years, it’s not
quite as frantic.”

Bevin Bells, which has
been manufacturing bells
in central Connecticut
since 1832, produces more
than 50 different types of
bells – including the sil-
ver-plated bell used in
“It’s a Wonderful Life.”

For Bevin, creating the
iconic movie bell for cus-
tomers to take home is a
way “to have our bells
really emotionally con-
nect with people because
so many people are emo-

tionally connected to that
movie.”

“It’s really a significant
part of the movie, so for
us, it’s a way for us to in-
stantly, emotionally con-
nect with consumers,” she
said. “It’s a great way to
start a conversation about
the importance of bells
and that bells are really
used to mark events and
things. You think about all
the times that bells are

East Hampton’s Bevin Bells launches ‘Jimmy’ gift set
Company has made the ‘It’s a
Wonderful Life’ bell for 9 years

Courtesy of Bevin Bells

Bevin Bells has created a special gift set honoring
the movies “It’s a Wonderful Life” and “Jimmy.”

By Kaitlin Keane
STAFF WRITER

Bells continues on A5

There were more reported rapes
at Yale University last year than at
most other Connecticut colleges
and all other Ivy League schools,
according to recently released
campus crime statistics.

In 2025, there were 27 reported
rapes at Yale, according to the uni-
versity’s annual security report,
which is federally mandated under
the Clery Act that requires colleges
and universities to publish campus
crime data and safety policies each
year.

The release of the reports —
which showed that more than 100
rapes were reported across colleg-
es and universities in Connecticut
in 2025 — come as rape allegations
at Cornell University have sparked
national outrage and reignited dis-
cussions of sexual assault on col-

Yale reports
27 rapes
on campus
Most of all Ivy League
schools, data shows

By Natasha Sokoloff
STAFF WRITER

Yale continues on A5

Connecticut tallied its largest to-
tal of new residential permits last
year going back two decades.

The new data comes as prices
appear to be leveling in the hot
Stamford housing market, with
plenty more units in the works

Connecticut builders filed per-
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A rendering of the proposed
Silk City Commons apartments
framed by a backhoe arm in
June in Manchester.

Housing
permits
surge in
Connecticut
By Alexander Soule
STAFF WRITER

Housing continues on A4

he room is
kept dark on
purpose with
the ambient
light mostly
coming from
the dozens of
highway cam-

era feeds stretched
across the wall.

Each one shows a
different part of Con-
necticut’s road net-
work. Cars move
through interchanges;
trucks pass under signs;
every screen is watched by
operators whose work most
drivers never see.

The Connecticut Depart-
ment of Transportation’s

By Jordan
Nathaniel Fenster
STAFF WRITER

-

s

Command continues on A6

Antonio Dutchin, crew leader, works at his station at the Connecticut Department of Transportation Highway Operations
Center in Newington on Tuesday. Above, command center monitors display feeds from traffic cameras along state highways.
At top, one of those cameras, at the Interstate 91, Interstate 691 and Route 15 interchange in Meriden on Tuesday.
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