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Human evolution did
not prepare us for the
number “one trillion.”
We can conceptualize 10
easily. We have a sense
of what 100 is, or 1,000.
But then our compre-
hension breaks down.
What is a hundred
thousands, really? A
thousand thousand?

Try to guess what time it will be a
thousand thousand seconds from noon
on Oct. 27. Did you guess that it will be
after midnight on Nov. 8? I suspect
not.

Because of this innate limitation, it’s
hard for us to really understand what
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One of the most powerful figures in American poli-
tics lives in Connecticut, and unless you’re a political
junkie, you may have never heard of him.

Increasingly, Greenwich hedge fund manager Ste-
phen Mandel has emerged as one of the largest fun-
ders of Democratic politicians and liberal causes any-
where in the country. Along with his wife, Susan, he’s

contributed tens of millions to candidates and politi-
cal action committees and, according to multiple na-
tional news outlets, has teamed with other like-mind-
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Stephen Mandel, shown in a 2011 photo, was worth $3.6 billion in 2023, Forbes reports.

Mandel gives over $35M to candidates nationwide
By Alex Putterman and Brianna Gurciullo
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