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Wet
and
mild

Above: A pedestrian
walks beneath the
honey locust trees
along Trumbull Street
on Friday in front of
PeoplesBank Arena
in Hartford, using an
umbrella to stay dry as
rain falls.
Left: A pedestrian stays
dry while crossing Court
Street in Middletown.
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By Christopher Keating
HARTFORD COURANT

HouseSpeakerMattRitterreceivedthe
endorsement from his caucus Thursday
night for an historic fourth term leading
the chamber, but Ritter’s future remains
uncertain.

Ritter has been approached about
becoming the interim president of the
University of Connecticut, and legislators
and staff have been speculating in recent
daysabouthis future.

Ritter would replace RadenkaMaric if
she accepts a position at another univer-
sity insteadofremainingatUConn.Maric’s
current contract expires onJune30, 2027,
for a jobwhere annual compensation can
reachmore than $800,000, and the trust-
ees did not agree on a long-term exten-
sion of her five-year deal, officials said.
Maric’s name has been mentioned as a

Ritter’s
future
remains
uncertain
Question about UConn
presidency still open

By Justin Muszynski
HARTFORD COURANT

AConnecticutmanhasbeenfoundguilty
ofsecond-degreemanslaughter in thedeath
ofhis17-year-oldgirlfriendwhoprosecutors
saywasrundownbyhispickuptruckinBurl-

ington in2023.
CooperOuellette,21,was foundguiltyofa

lesser charge of second-degreemanslaugh-
ter and delivering alcohol to aminor after a
jurydeliberated for less than threehourson
Friday inNewBritainSuperiorCourt.

Ouellettehadbeenchargedwithfirst-de-
greemanslaughter in connectionwith the
deathofSophieRingquist,whowasa junior
atLewisMillsHighSchool.Hechosenot to
take the stand inhisowndefense.

Asthejuryreaditsnotguiltyverdict tothe
more serious charge, a gasp could be heard
from Ringquist’s family while Ouellette’s

family let out a sigh of relief.When the jury
forepersonreadtheguiltyverdict to the two
othercounts,Ouellette’smotherputherface
inherhandsandbegancrying.

Members of Ringquist’s family alsowere
overcomewithemotionandshedtears.Ouel-
lette, who did not appear to havemuch of a
reaction, was led away in handcuffs shortly
after the verdict when Judge Chris Pelosi
raised his bond to $200,000 — which can
onlybepostedat thecourthouse.

Outside the courthouse, both families
declined tocomment.

The jurors ignoredreporters’ requests for

commentabout theverdict.
Jonathan Raad, one of Ouellette’s attor-

neys, also declined to discuss the verdict or
the differences between themanslaughter
charges.

“It’s kind of a long day, I don’t really feel
like doing that now,” Raad said as he exited
thecourthouse.

RaadsaidheanticipatesthatOuellettewill
beabletoposthisbondbeforefacingsentenc-
ing,which is scheduled forJan. 12.

The six-person jury —whichwasmade

Manslaughter ruling in girlfriend’s death
Jury finds Ouellette
guilty of lesser
2nd-degree charge

By Livi Stanford
HARTFORD COURANT

UConn’s future leadership remains
unclearasUConnPresidentRadenkaMaric
is being considered for positions at three
otheruniversities.Theuniversity’sBoardof
TrusteesandMaricmutuallyagreedearlier
thisyear todelayhercontractaspresident
of theflagshipuniversity.

Maric isamongthreefinalists tobecome
chancellorof theUniversityofWisconsin’s
flagship campus inMadison and is sched-
uledtoparticipateinapublicforumonNov.
13at theuniversity.

Maric’scurrentcontractexpiresonJune
30,2027, fora jobwhereannualcompensa-
tioncanreachmorethan$800,000,andthe
BoardofTrusteeshasyet tovoteordiscuss
anextensionofherfive-yeardeal, officials
said.Maric’snamehasbeenmentionedalso
as a possibility for positions at two other
universities around the country, officials
said.

House Speaker Matt Ritter has been
approached about becoming the interim
presidentof theUniversityofConnecticut
andlegislatorsandstaffhavebeenspeculat-
ing in recentdaysabouthis future.

WhileRitter received theendorsement
from his caucus Thursday for a historic

UConnpresident
finalist for leader
role at University of
Wisconsin-Madison

By Seung Min Kim
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON—PresidentDonald
TrumpsaidFriday thatStephenMiller
was replacing Susie Wiles as White
House chief of staff, mere days after
Republicans lostcontrolofCongress in
themidtermelections.

Miller, longakeymemberofTrump’s
inner circle, is a key architect of the
administration’shard-line immigration
policies.HeisoneofTrump’sclosestand
longest-serving advisers, jumping on
board during his long shot 2016 presi-
dentialcampaignasaspeechwriter.He
currentlyservesasWhiteHousedeputy
chiefof staff.

Miller is also a former aide to immi-
gration hard-liner former Sen. Jeff
Sessions,R-Ala.,whoservedasTrump’s
first attorneygeneral.

WilesgaveTrumpherresignationon
Thursdaynight, a person familiarwith
the events said, speaking on condition
of anonymity to describe the private
conversation. On his social media site,
Trump praised Wiles and said she’d
continue towork for his political orga-
nization.

Wiles also released a statement
Friday.

“Serving President Trump in the
White House has been the honor of a

Wiles exits,Miller in as chief of staff

Stephen Miller and Susie Wiles attend the
G7 summit in Kananaskis, Canada. MARK
SCHIEFELBEIN/AP 2025

Trump promotes key deputy behind deportation agenda
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