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The University of Connecticut
has found itself embroiled ina legal
battle after announcing a plan to
phaseoutmostofitsbluelightemer-
gencyphonesontheStorrscampus.

The announcement that the
university planned to phase out
the phones, which have been on
campus since the mid 1990s to
connectstudents tosafetyofficials,
wasmetbyacivilactionfiledonOct.
1 by a parent seeking a temporary
injunction.

In court filings, BillyjoeContre-
rasexpressedconcern that remov-
ing the phones could prevent a

student from accessing “critical
emergency services” when a cell
phone is either “unavailable, lost,
not chargedorunusable.”

Though he did not witness it
himself, Contreras said several
students have reported seeing the
devices already being removed,
courtfilings said.

InaninterviewwiththeCourant,
Contreras pointed to recent news
events like the “Cornell 7” and an
incidentattheUniversityofCalifor-
nia,Berkeley—whereastudentsays
a man chased her into her apart-
ment complex and scaled a fence
in pursuit of her— as clear indica-
tors ofwhy the emergencyphones
are still necessary.

“We don’t have that at UConn,
these blue lights are our fence,”
Contreras said. “And in light of all
of this happening,UConn, the best
schoolknownforsendingplayersto
theWNBA,wantstonowbeknown
for stripping safety lights from the
studentsandfamiliesacrosscampus.

“Knowing that they took pride
andpromotedthis to the freshmen
that were coming into the school,
35 days in they stripped this from
students,”Contrerassaid.“Wedon’t
want it tobeastory if Iopenupthe
news tomorrow that one of our
kids didn’t have these 911 systems
at theirfingertips.”

UConn sued over blue light phones
Parent is seeking to halt planned phase out of emergency system
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Healthcare isoneof thefastedgrow-
ing industries in the state of Connecti-
cut and thatmeans a constant need for
the trained and talented people who
provide that caremore than 11million
timeseachyear.

“Wehaveaneedforhealthcarework-
ers that exceeds the healthcarework-
erscomingoutof school,” saidMelanie
Tucker, senior vice president human
resources and talent strategy at Hart-
fordHealthCare.

To address that need, Hartford
HealthCare and the GoodwinUniver-
sity System are launching a partner-
ship, believed to be the first of its kind
inConnecticut, tocreatethenextgener-
ationofhealthcareworkersforthestate.

Throughthepartnership,whichwill
beginwithConnecticutRiverAcademy,
which is the middle and high school
part of the EastHartford-basedGood-
winUniversityMagnetSchoolSystem,
students will be offered exposure to
healthcare careers and a program that
can help them go directly into health-
careprofessions, leadersofbothorgani-
zationssaid. Itwill expandintovarious
fields including nursing, respiratory,
radiography, primary care and others,
the leaders said.

While the partnership is aimed
largely at high school, it will extend
through college, advanced degrees

New partnership aims to tackle
state’s healthcare shortage

Health system, university
work together to fill jobs
and offer opportunities

Hartford HealthCare colors fill the hallway as students walk through Connecticut River Academy in East Hartford. AARON FLAUM/
HARTFORD COURANT PHOTOS

A new sign highlighting the four pathways offered at the Connecticut River
Academy in East Hartford is displayed at the school.
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Thereweresomeraisedeyebrowsinsouth-
east Connecticut recently when President
Trumpdeclared that “thenext generationof
Americansubmarines”willbebuiltatashut-
teredsteelplantontheBaltimorewaterfront.

“Today we’re officially launching the
construction of the largest new shipyard in
theUnitedStates,” thepresident said. “This
is sinceWorldWar II; there’s been nothing
likewhatwearedoing today.”

Trump’s pronouncement, although
characteristically bombastic, sounded like
grim news for a corner of the state enjoy-
ing unprecedented economic growth as a
result of a decades-long sub construction
boomdrivenbytheElectricBoatDivisionof
GeneralDynamics inGroton, theU.S.Navy’s
principal subbuilder.

But,asthefineprintontheBaltimoreship-
yard emerged, it appeared that EB’s position
willbeunchallenged.TheBaltimoreshipyard,
to be built and established as a subsidiary of
thewestcoastdefensetechcompanyAnduril
Industries,willbeanEBsubcontractor,build-
ingsubmarinemissiletubesandballasttanks.
Andurilhopestohavetheshipyardoperational
by 2030 and aspires eventually to builtmore
substantial submarinecomponents.

TrumpflewtoBaltimoretoannouncethat
the federal government is taking a stake of
asmuch as 40 percent inwhat Anduril said
will be the state-of-the art shipyard it plans
tobuildonthesiteofanoldBethlehemSteel
plantonSparrowPoint.

Andurilbuildshightechsurveillanceand
unmanned weapon systems — including

Electric Boat
safe, despite
Trumpbluster
Hiring roars on; expected
to hit 8,000 this year
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NEWYORK—Maybe President Donald
Trumpreallydoesbelieve that“tariff” is the
mostbeautifulword in thedictionary.

Despitehigherprices,criticismfromtrade
expertsanddispleasureamongvoters,Trump
holdsfast tohisbelief that imposingthehigh-
est import duties on U.S. trading partners
since theGreatDepression is awinner.

A recent poll fromTheAssociatedPress-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research
suggests that is abiggamblewith less thana
monthbefore theNov. 3midterms.

The AP-NORC poll of 2,140 adults was
conductedSept. 24-28.

Most U.S. adults disapprove of his trade
policies, withmore than 64% saying he has
gone too farwithhis latest tariffs, compared
with58%inJanuary.

The Republican president’s approach to
tradefacespolitical, legalandeconomicchal-
lenges.

President sticks
by tariffs even as
US voters don’t

Students walk past a blue safety light and a phone pole on the UConn
campus on Oct. 5. AARON FLAUM/HARTFORD COURANTSee UCONN on Page A2
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