
TheBethlehemLutheranChurchhas
aWelcomeGarden inEastHampton
andnowit alsohasabench toprovide
visitorswithaplace toenjoy thegarden,
whichwas startedat thebeginningof
summer.

TAKEA SEAT
Above: Cheryl Kissinger and Pete Gaszek
add stones beneath a new bench at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church’s Welcome
Garden.
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Standing along a commercial strip in
middle-classStratford,Republicanguber-
natorial candidate Ryan Fazio promised
Tuesday to delivermajor tax cuts if he is
elected inNovember.

Describing his package as “the largest
middle-class tax cut in Connecticut state
history,” Fazio says the cuts are necessary
“to kick-start the economy and return
money to hard-working families.” But
his opponent, Gov. Ned Lamont, has said
repeatedlythathehasalreadydeliveredthe
largest cut since the state income taxwas
created in 1991 under then-Gov. Lowell P.
Weicker, Jr.

Declaringthat theaveragefamilywould
see tax cuts of $2,500 per year, Fazio said
hewould slice two percentage points off
the lowest state income tax rates. In other
words, the 5.5% rate on certain income
would be cut to 3.5%, the 4.5% ratewould
beslicedto2.5%,andthe2%ratewouldbe
reducedtozero.Under thestate’sprogres-
sive incometaxsystemthat includesseven
different rates, workers currently pay

Governor
candidate
promises
tax cuts
Lamont scoffs at Republican
Ryan Fazio’s plan numbers
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Top Democratic leaders are calling for
WilliamGifford,acandidaterunningfor the
state’s8thDistrict, towithdrawfromtherace
afterhepostedtoInstagramaninterviewhe
conductedwith aChristian nationalist they
saypromoteshateful ideology.

In the interview,Gifford, a juniorUConn
journalism student, asks Joshua Haymes,

a former pastor at Defense Secretary Pete
Hegeseth’s church, “is it antisemitic to not
like someone because they are Jewish and
what the Jewish religion says againstwhite
Christianmen?”

In response, Haymes said: “It is difficult
because I don’t knowwhat youmeanbynot
likethem.Forme,Iamcalledtoloveeveryone.
NowtheJew,whoisinfrontofme,I lovethat
Jewand I love himenough to say, ‘your reli-
gionisevil.Yourreligionleadspeopletohell.’”

House Speaker Matt Ritter, a Hartford
Democrat, said the video was dishearten-
ingandhecalled forGiffordtowithdrawhis
candidacy for the 8thDistrict representing
Columbia,Coventry,LebanonandTolland.

“Whenyouarerunningforoffice,youhave
anobligationtocorrectantisemiticandother
derogatorycommentsthatcomefromsome-
bodyandatnotime is thatdone,”hesaid. “If
youwatch that interview, it is chummy. It is
cordialandtheybasicallyseemtobeinalign-
ment and agreement. And I’m still waiting
foranapology.”

Ritter added, “This is not acceptable in
Connecticut, and these are not the type of

people who should be running for office
because they’renot ready for it.

“They’renotreadyfortheresponsibilityof
representationofallkindsofpeople,”hesaid.

This is the secondnominee theCoventry
Republican TownCommittee endorsed to
fill Rep. Tim Ackert’s seat, who withdrew
to run for lieutenant governorwith former
NewBritainMayor Erin Stewart.Michael
Carroll, a candidate fromColumbia, pulled
out of the race in April when he confirmed
toCTPosthisarrest in2017 involvingspray-
paintedswastikas.

Dems ask candidate to leave race
Leaders sayWilliamGifford, UConn student running
in state’s 8th District, is promoting hateful ideology
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The Bridgeport Police Union is calling
foranindependent investigationintoChief
RoderickPorterandaccusations involving
allegationsof “misconduct”after tensions
between the two have been brewing for
months.

Union officials on Tuesday called on
Bridgeport Mayor Joe Ganim to launch
the investigation amid allegations of a
hostile work environment and discrimi-
nation.TheyalsowantPorter tobeplaced
on administrative leavewhile the investi-
gation iscarriedout,noting that thepolice
department’s standardcalls foranyofficer
under investigation tobeouton leave.

Union officials also called for federal
authorities to investigate Porter’s leader-
shipatthedepartmentatapressconference
onTuesdaymorning.

Ganim’s office reportedly told the
ConnecticutPost thatPorterwouldnotbe
placedonleaveasthecityawaits theresults
ofanindependent investigationconducted
byanoutside lawfirm.

GanimandPorterhavenotrespondedto

Police union
presses for
independent
investigation
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UNITEDNATIONS—PresidentDonald
Trump said U.S. and Iranian officials met
Tuesday, shortly after threatening in his
address to theU.N. General Assembly that
hemay “annihilate” the IslamicRepublic if
a deal isn’t reached soon to end the nearly
seven-monthwar.

Trumptoldreportersthathischiefenvoys,
SteveWitkoffandJaredKushner,metwith
the Iranian officials on the sidelines of the
annual gathering of world leaders, but he
offeredfewdetailsabouthowthediscussions
transpiredorthesubstanceof theexchange.

“Itwasaverygoodmeeting,”Trumpsaid.
Thepresident lateraddedthattheIranian

officialswere “not the highest level, but it’s
something.”

Trump: US, Iran officialsmeet at UN

President Donald Trump greets President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Tuesday at the U.N.
JULIA DEMAREE NIKHINSON/AP

Tehran told tomake deal soon
in address to General Assembly
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Left: Sandy and Pete Gaszek work in the
garden.
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Bridgeport chief accused
of workplace ‘misconduct’
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