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After decades of flooding and
sewage runoff plagued residents
in Hartford’s North End, officials
say the $170 million investment

madebythestatein2023,combined
withaspecial fundundertheClean
Water Act, has made measurable
progress towards fixing one of
Connecticut’s long-standing envi-
ronmental injustices.

After years of tireless advocacy

fromHartford leaders to address
flooding and inequities in the city,
state and local officials, including
ConnecticutHouse SpeakerMatt
Ritter, Department of Energy and
EnvironmentalProtectioncommis-
sioner Katie Dykes,Metropolitan
District Commission chairman
Donald Currey, and community
activists Bridgitte Prince and
Cynthia Jennings, gathered

Wednesday on the city’s Barbour
Street tocelebratetheprogressthat
hasbeenmade.

“In many communities, aging
sewer andwastewater infrastruc-
ture is struggling to handle more
frequent, intenserainstorms,result-
ing in street flooding, and in this
case, sewage backups in homes,”
saidDykes.

“I am so proud that, working

together with Speaker Ritter, the
city of Hartford, the MDC, and
Hartford’s residents, DEEP was
able to develop and implement
this innovative solution to a criti-
cal challenge. DEEP is committed
to continuing this critical work,
which is so central to ourmission
ofprotectingpublichealthand the

HARTFORD

City touts flooding progress
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BOSTON—A federal judge on
ThursdayhaltedPresidentDonald
Trump’s executive order that
sought to create a federal voter list

and limit who can receive a mail
ballot.

U.S. District Court Judge Indira
Talwani, who was nominated by
Democratic President Barack
Obama, sided with a coalition of
nearly two dozen states that chal-
lenged the Republican president’s

order in granting a summary judg-
ment. Her ruling applies to this
year’smidtermelectioncycle.

Plaintiffsarguedintwolawsuits,
bothfiledinfederalcourt inBoston,
that Trump’s order should be
found unconstitutional because
the states and Congress, not the

president, have the power to set
election rules. The judge agreed,
saying in her ruling that the provi-
sions of Trump’s order seeking to
createafederal listofeligiblevoters
andusing theU.S.Postal Service to
determinewho can receive amail
ballot are “legally void” because

they “unconstitutionally violate
the separationofpowers.”

It was the second ruling in as
manydaysagainstexecutiveorders
Trumphassignedseekingoversight
of thenation’selections.Aseparate

JudgehaltsTrump’s executive order to create federal voter list

Officials celebrate improvements for North End,
which faced decades of sewer runoff, damage
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Fanscameoutonasunnyand temperateConnecticutday towatch thefirstdayof the2026TravelersChampionshipat
TPCRiverHighlands inCromwell. Stayup todateatcourant.com for the latest fromthecourse.Full coverage in Sports

A view to the greens

TRAVELERS CHAMPIONSHIP
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AConnecticutmanwith an
alleged history of abusive and
controlling behavior toward
women, including multiple
death threats, faces a murder
charge after police found a
deceasedwoman in his home
inBurlington.

Cole Werhan, 28, was
chargedwithmurderonTues-
day following a months-long
investigation into the death of
Janina Brooke Murphy, who
wouldhaveturned27lastweek,
accordingtoConnecticutState
Police.

Werhan remains held on
$5million bond following his
arraignment inSuperiorCourt
in Torrington onWednesday.
He is scheduled to facea judge
again next Tuesday, court
records show.

When reached Thursday,
Werhan’sattorney,NoahKores,
declined tocomment.

According to the arrest
warrantaffidavit,Murphywas
found dead onMarch 29 after
troopers were contacted just
after 11:15p.m.bytheFarming-
ton Police Department, which
had receiveda call fromsome-
one who said that a woman
fell down the stairs at a home
onClaireHillRoad inBurling-
ton.The caller didnot identify
himself but said his sonwas at
the home and did not want to
speaktopolice, thewarrantaffi-
davit said.

Policerespondedtotheresi-
dence and could hear a man
inside speaking, the warrant

BURLINGTON

Man
held on
murder
charge
Woman found dead
inside 28-year-old’s
home onMarch 29

An image of Silk City Commons is mounted on heavy equipment at
the construction site in Manchester where 232 apartments will be
built. DON STACOM/HARTFORD COURANT

By Don Stacom
HARTFORD COURANT

As it works to complete 232
new apartments at The Spark in
Newington, Anthony Properties
brokeground for another232-unit
project inManchester.

SilkCityCommonswillbebuilton
thesiteofthelong-goneManchester
Parkadestripmall,andisplannedto
includeamixofstudiosandone-and

two-bedroomapartments.
Standinginthemidstofamassive

construction zone, local officials
and business leaders onWednes-
daymorning cheered the project’s
long-awaited start.

“We’ll have two different type
of residential offerings: four-story
living inasortofhigh-risesituation
with an elevator, and townhouse

MANCHESTER

Builder breaks ground
on apartment complex
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WEATHER FORECAST

Morning showers end
as the sun peeks out.

High of 82. Living, Page B12

GET YOUR FREE QUOTE TODAY!
860-323-3735 | WindowNation.com

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at an APR of 17.99%. No finance charges will accrue on your
account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your purchase in full before the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges.
You may also prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has ended. MD MHIC # 124358,
VA # 2705178069, DC # 42012000037, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 10461, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067.

Hartford, fall in love
with your new windows
– and easy financing!

Pablo H.
Hartford

“I couldn’t be happier with the experience.
The rep made the whole process feel a lot less
stressful than I expected.”

CELEBRATIONCELEBRATION
OFAMERICAOFAMERICA

Offer ends 06/30/26

$4.00 Copyright 2025
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Twobites, five stars
28-year-old pizza influencer goes viral for
rapid-fire reviews. Connecticut, Page A3

Deportations increase
Relief rare in Hartford immigration court
amid crackdown. Connecticut, Page A3

Immigration rulings
High court decisions let Trump lift migrant
protections, block asylum seekers. Page A6

Buildingmomentum
As World Cup passes halfway point, drama
swells for knockout round. Sports, Page B1


