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Apart of the Connecticut Free-
domTrail and reputed tobeoneof
thestate’soldesthomes, thehistoric
Chauncey BrownHouse in Farm-
ingtonappearstobegraduallydete-
rioratingwithnobody to save it.

Andit’shappening inplainsight
ofthousandsofpeopleaday,though
most are surelyoblivious to it.

Thewood building, including a
sectionthatdates to1666,hasbeen
vacant and decaying for at least 15
years. Preservationists, the town
and the property owner appear to
havebeenatastalematesince2018,
andwalls arenowcovered in inva-
sivevines,windowsarebrokenout,
gutters are dangling and paint has
peeledoffwindowsills.

“It’s such a shame, this is such a
part of Farmington’s history,” said
PortiaCorbett,vicepresidentof the
FarmingtonHistorical Society, of
theonce-proudhousealongFarm-
ingtonAvenueatRoute 10.

Theintersectionispartofanoto-
rious traffic bottleneck that can
delaywestboundrushhourmotor-
ists15minutesadayormore,butthe
housestandsslightlyabovetheroad
and drivers in heavy stop-and-go
congestionrarelyseemtonotice it.

Recently, Zack Gomez proved
to be an exception: He was pass-
ing by recently, became intrigued
by the home, looked up its history
andreachedouttopreservationists
withhopesofhearingthat itwould
besalvaged.

Thatdidn’thappen, though.
Instead, he learned that there’s

17th century
landmark
decaying in
Farmington

By Edmund H. Mahony
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Connecticut prosecutors and
policechiefshaveputthebrakeson
the rapidly expanding acquisition
bypoliceagenciesofartificial intel-
ligence-powered lawenforcement
toolsuntil theemergingtechnology
canbe testedandrules established
for itsuse.

At the top of the list of concerns
about AI that led to the self-im-
posed delay is the growing use
by police agencies in Connecti-

cut and elsewhere of aggressively
marketed software that generates
police reports from audio record-
ingscollectedbyofficer-wornbody
cameras.

Supporters of the technology,
many in law enforcement, predict
it will increase police efficiency—
and, by extension, public safety—
by allowing officers to spendmore
timeonpatrolandlesstimeatdesks
writing reports thatoften formthe
basis forprosecutions.

Others express skepticism over
applying developing, arguably

flawed and still relatively untested
AI technology to criminal justice,
withits far-reachingsocietalconse-
quences.Theypointtohighlypubli-
cized AI failures, including one
involvingaUtahtrafficstopduring
which a police body cam recorded
the movie “The Princess and the
Frog” playing in the background
and generated a report stating,
amongother things, that anofficer
“turned intoa frog.”

Chief State’s Attorney Patrick
Griffin, with support from the
Connecticut Police Chief’s Asso-
ciation and the State Police, has
imposedamoratoriumontheuseof

AIprograms“todraft, authorand/
ornarratecriminalreports”inorder
to allow users to test the software,
identify flaws and establish rules
for itsuse.

“There can be little doubt
that this technology will lead to
increased efficiencies in opera-
tions for our police departments,
ultimately resulting in cost-saving
benefits toourcommunities,”Grif-
finsaid. “Nonetheless, theuseofAI
must be implemented in amanner
that promotes public confidence
in our criminal justice system. It is
vital thatwe fullyunderstandboth
the benefits and the shortcomings

of the use of AI in policing before
adopting policies for its use and
implementing training for officers
on the subject.”

Themoratoriumwasimposedat
least inpart inresponse toconcern
among the hundreds of defense
lawyers in the state Division of
PublicDefender Services,manyof
whomhavedoubts aboutwhether
acomputerprogramcanaccurately
match the impressions of a police
officer when portraying often
hectic, confused and emotionally
fraughtcrimescenes.

State pauses AI in law enforcement tools
Experts say caution is needed to protect justice
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KENT—LarryWilliamsranhis
first marathon in the early 1990s.
HepickedtheHyannisMarathonin
March, a raceonCapeCodknown
for itsunpredictableweather.

Williams had been a fisherman
all his life. Running themarathon
that day, he said, was like being on
his boat, out in a storm — except
on the boat, he could go inside the
pilothousewhere itwaswarmand
sitdown.

“It was insane,” he said. “It was
themosthorrificexperience.Itwas
42degrees. Itwasblowing30mph,
pouring rain.

“I got hypnotized into running
by some of my buddies on the
MilfordRoadRunners. I thought I
knew something aboutmarathon

running. I knew nothing about
marathon running. Nothing about
nutrition. Hydration. I don’t even
knowwhatmytimewas. I crashed
aroundmile 21 or 22. Iwalked and
jogged.”

He swore when he got to the
finish line that hewould never do
it again.

“I felt like I had been thrown
out of an airplane,” he said. “Itwas
horrible.Thatwas thefirst.”

Around 50 marathons later,
Williams, 72, of Kent, will run the
BostonMarathon for the15th time
Monday for a charity, TeamHOPe
(HouseofPossibilities),anonprofit
inEaston,Mass., that helpspeople
withdisabilities.

“For me, I’ve lived a life where
my career was very challenging,”

72-year-old from state is
running BostonMarathon

Coventry Lake Community Rowing, a
nonprofitorganizationofferslearn-to-row,
recreational,andcompetitiveprogramsfor
allages,withafocusoncommunityengage-
ment. The program works to be a place
wherepeople of all ages andbackgrounds
can come together to develop skills, chal-
lenge themselves, andexperience the “joy
of rowing,” according to the organization.

Above:Front to back, Sophia Bokshan of
Bolton, Henry Petro of Coventry, Caleb
EiseleofPomfretandJohnCromieofMans-
fieldrowasweepboatonCoventryLake.
Right:CoventryLakeCommunityRowing
CLCRheadcoachPamMiller, callsouton
amegaphone toaboatonCoventryLake.

ALL PHOTOS BY JESSICA HILL
/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT

Row, row, row your boat

By Nicole Winfield
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MUXIMA,Angola—PopeLeo
XIVonSundayrecalledthe“sorrow
and great suffering” Angolans
enduredforcenturies,astheAmeri-
canpopeprayedataCatholicshrine
located at the site of an important
huboftheAfricanslavetradeduring
Portugal’scolonial rule.

Leo traveled to the Sanctuary
ofMamaMuxima, nestled in the
Angolan savanas of baobab trees
at the edgeof theKwanzaRiver. It
became amajor pilgrimage desti-
nation after believers reported an
appearance by the Virgin Mary
around1833.

Pope prays at site once a slavery trade hub
Leo urges to build
an improved, ‘more
welcoming world’

Pope Leo XIV receives flowers to put under the statue of the Virgin
Mary in the Church of Our Lady of Muxima on Sunday in Muxima,
Angola. GUGLIELMO MANGIAPANE/POOL
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