
WEATHER FORECAST

Early A.M. shower,
breezy, cooler.

High of 53. LIVING, PAGE 12

IG rules onWolcott death
No criminality in police-custody death of
man. CONNECTICUT, PAGE 3

Bid to end shutdown
White House eyes emergency plan to pay
TSA workers. NATION & WORLD, PAGE 6

Major loss forUConnmen
Key assistant Luke Murray officially taking
over at Boston College. SPORTS, PAGE 4

Scandinavia spontaneity
Lack of plan liberating for soccer fans
touring region before game. LIVING, PAGE 1

By Kenneth R. Gosselin
HARTFORD COURANT

A shrinking restaurant chain
that once drew national attention
for its social media-saavy, all-day
brunches saw its troubles deepen
thisweek,asrequiredstatepermits
were revoked at the chain’s three
remaininglocations,shuttingthem
down.

The Place 2 Be at downtown
Hartford’s Constitution Plaza, in
WestHartford’sBlueBackSquare
and inNewHaven lost their sales
and use tax permits on Monday,
approvals required for businesses
totransactbusinessunderstatelaw.

Theclosuresareamajorblowto
restaurateurGinaLuariwhovowed
last fall torebuildhermillennial-fo-
cusedbrandthathadsufferedseri-
ous setbacks in thepast twoyears,
markedbyatangleoffourevictions,
landlorddisputesandstatesalestax
problems.

The state Department of Reve-
nue Services confirmed that the
three restaurant locations did not
have a valid sales tax permit. But
a spokesman declined further
comment, citing confidentiality of
the taxpayer’s information.

At least two of the locations —
HartfordandWestHartford—had

Restaurant
chain suffers
major blow
at last 3
locations
The Place 2 Be has
state permits revoked

By Justin Muszynski
HARTFORD COURANT

The somber mood in The
First Cathedral in Bloomfield
on Thursday was overcast by
chantsanddemandsforreform
as the community lay to rest
55-year-old Steven Jones,who
was shot and killed by aHart-
ford police officer during a
mentalhealthcrisis lastmonth.

“This is a difficult time for
me,” Jones’ sister, Audrey, told
newscrewsbeforetheservices.

Standing beside 71-year-

old Rev. Al Sharpton, Audrey
Jonessaidsheneverwouldhave
called for an ambulance if she
knew it was going to endwith
apolice officer fatally shooting
herbrotheronFeb. 27.

“And I just asked that you
pray for me and my family
during these trying times,”
AudreyJones said.

Her remarks weremet by a
numberofchantsof“Justicefor
Stevie.”

Sharpton, a civil rights and
social justice activist, deliv-
ered Steven Jones’s eulogy.

In a news briefing before the
funeral and throughout the
eulogy,Sharptonwascriticalof
OfficerJosephMagnanoof the
Hartford Police Department,
who shot Steven Jones nine
times shortly after arriving at
thesceneonBlueHillsAvenue
inHartford.

“This policeman came after
three policemenwere already
onthescene,andhedecidedto
executehimwithin90seconds,”
Sharpton said. “How does he
explain his behavior over the
other policemen? Because he

will have to defendwhatmade
himshoot.

“And the police that had
beenthereminutesbefore, they
didn’t seeathreat. If theydidn’t
feel threatened,howdidhefeel
threatened?”heasked.

Nationally recognized civil
rightsattorneyBenCrump,who
is representing Steven Jones’
family, said one of the first
thingsAudreyJonesexpressed
tohimwasthat italmostfelt like
herbrother’s lifedidnotmatter

Cries for justice at funeral
Sharpton among thosemourningman fatally shot at mental health call

As their UConn careers soon come to an end, Azzi Fudd, left, and Alex Karaban will undoubtedly be remembered as two of the
most celebrated Huskies off all time. UCONN

NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS

By Jon Gambrell
and David Rising
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates — Iran and theUnited States
appeared at an impasseThursday,
hardening their positions over
ceasefiretalksandsettingthestage
for another potential escalation in
theMiddle East war. Thousands
moreU.S. troopsnearedtheregion,
Israel poured more troops into
southernLebanontofighttheIran-
backedmilitant groupHezbollah,
andTehrantighteneditsgriponthe
crucial Strait ofHormuz.

Meanwhile, President Donald

Trump
extends
deadline
for Tehran
He says no attacks on
Iran’s power plants if
strait open by April 6

See PERMITS on Page A2

Attorney Ben Crump, left, walks into The First
Cathedral in Bloomfield with AudreyJones, Steven
Jones’sister, and the Rev.Al Sharpton before services
Thursday. AARON FLAUM/HARTFORD COURANTSee FUNERAL on Page A4

See IRAN on Page A7
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By Emily Adams and Joe Arruda
HARTFORD COURANT

Nooneknewitat thetime,but itwas
asimple3-pointcontest thatmayhave
beenthefirst signofgreatness tocome
forAzziFuddandAlexKaraban.

Thefirst time theUConn stars took
the court together, as teammates to
compete in the 3-point contest during
theprograms’FirstNighteventin2022,
theyfeltcompletelyconfidentinvictory
beforeeitherever touchedaball.

Onthethresholdof theirfirstseason
togetherasHuskies—Fuddasa soph-
omore,Karabanaredshirt freshman—
thepaircombinedtohit 18of24shots,
securing a win for the white team.
Whentheyparticipatedtogetheragain
in 2023, thereigningchampionscame
inevenmorenonchalant, andsecured
back-to-backtitleswithanother18-for-
24performance.

“Itwaselectric,”Fuddrecalled. “We
knewno onewas going to beat us.We
were lockedin.Wewere like, ‘Wecan’t
losethis,we’vegot to lockin,’andthat’s
exactlywhatwedid. (Thesecondone)

wasn’tasmuch;weweren’t like ‘Oh,we
got it.’ Itwasmorechill, and that’s just
whathappened.”

Born just hours apart on Nov. 11,
2002, Fudd in Fairfax, Virginia, and
Karaban in Framingham,Massachu-
setts, they arrived at UConnwith the
samegoal:Winnational titles.They’ve
each witnessed the amount of work
the other puts in behind the scenes,
theirbondforged inweightroomsand
contrast tubs within the confines of
the Huskies’ shared practice facility.
Though they’vewalked dramatically
different paths, they’ve both made
those championship dreams a reality
fiveyears later.

“It’s a super cool place where you
get tohavethatrelationshipandspend

timewith themand talk (when)we’re
bothgoingthroughitwiththeupsand
downoftheseason,”Fuddsaid.“Tosee
howmuchAlex has grown over these
last few years has been insane. To see
him in this role he’s in, this leadership
role, toseehowimportantheisandsee
himbeput intheHuskiesofHonor, it’s
really cool.”

“I think theFirstNight stuffhelped
usgetclose,andhavingthesamebirth-
dayisactuallysupercool, too,”Karaban
said. “If I seeAzzi, I always talk toher,
saywhat’s up, joke aroundwith her. I
havesomuchrespect forAzziand just
everything she’s been through as a
player,howgreatofaplayersheis,how
hardsheworks.”

Collegesportsmayneverseeanother
duoacrossmen’sandwomen’sbasket-
ballprogramsthatmeasuresupto this
one. It seems like they have been in
Storrs forever, and in the context of
today’scollegeathletics, theyhavebeen.

TheycameinbeforeNILandyearly
use of the transfer portal became

TWOOFAKIND
Azzi Fudd, Alex Karaban share same birthday

and, lucky for UConn, a whole lot more
A SWEET DOUBLEHEADER

�No. 1 UConn women vs. No. 4
North Carolina, Fort Worth 1 Regional
semifinal, 5 p.m., ESPN
�No. 2 UConn men vs. No. 3 Michigan
State, East Regional semifinal, 9:45
p.m., CBS

See HUSKIES on Page A2


