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Breezy; turning
much colder.

High 33. Living, Page 12

Snowblankets theRoute 16Bridge, above, and theComstockBridge, right, over theSalmonRiver inEastHampton thisweek.As
lovelyasConnecticut is inwinter,Gov.NedLamonthasactivated the state severecoldweatherprotocol to run fromnoonFriday

throughnoonWednesday.Hedid soamid forecastsof anexceptionally frigidperiod that is expected tokeepnighttime temperatures
in, or close to, singledigits throughat leastnextweekend.Potentiallyheavy snowisexpectedSunday intoMondayaswell.
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SNOWY
SCENES
BEFORE
A STORM

By Christopher Keating
HARTFORD COURANT

WilliamTong thought a puppy
dogwouldbe innocuous.

Inaworldfilledwithharshrhet-
oric and hate speech online, the

Connecticutstateattorneygeneral
recently posted a simple video of
himselfwitha5-month-oldpuppy
his family was taking care of. The
video showed the black lab mix
playingwiththeTongfamilydogin
thesnow,whatTongthoughtwould

represent a break from the serious
issues thathepostsonadailybasis.

But Tong was stunned by the
online comments with “many
askingwhether I was going to eat
thedogorwhether thedogwason
themenu.”

The 34-second video focused
only on the two dogs in amessage
thatwasdevoidofpolitics.

“Thenwe get this avalanche of

hate,” Tong said. “Some of it’s real
people inConnecticut.Someof it is
real people fromother parts of the
country.Butif theyfeelempowered,
and that they have license to hurt
somebody— that’s a scary place to
be.”

The vitriol reminded Tong of
DonaldTrump’scomments in2024
about the Haitian community in
Springfield,Ohio, inwhichthepres-

ident said during a nationally tele-
vised debate that the immigrants
hadbeeneatingdogsandcats.

Marking the one-year anniver-
sary of Trump’s second term in
office, Tong calledWednesday for
toning down the rhetoric online
as Americans have consistently
expressed hate through social

Tongmakes plea for civility
Facing hatred online, state AG faults Trump for
heightened rhetoric pushing Americans apart

By Justin Muszynski
HARTFORD COURANT

A civil trial is expected to
begin inMayina lawsuitalleg-
ing the state Department of
Children and Families failed
to protect an infant who was
killedwhenhewas thrownoff
theArrigoniBridge inMiddle-
townbyhisownfather in2015.

Thewrongfuldeath lawsuit,
filed in Waterbury Supe-
rior Court, alleges that a DCF
social worker never showed
up to a hearing to help Aaden
Moreno’s mother, Adrianne
Oyola, seek an extension on a
temporary restraining order
that had been granted against
the7-month-old’s father,Tony
Moreno.

A judge dropped the order
during thehearingonJune29,
2015, six days beforeMoreno
hurledthe infantoffthebridge
andintotheConnecticutRiver
below, according to the civil
complaint,whichwasbrought
onbehalf of thechild’s estate.

The lawsuit was first filed
inFebruary2023afterAaden’s
estate was granted permis-
sion 11 months earlier by the
Connecticut Office of the
ClaimsCommissioner tobring
civil action against the state of

DCF
sued
over
death
Mother of boy killed
by his father in 2015
blames state agency

By Kenneth R. Gosselin
HARTFORD COURANT

In a major boost for down-
townHartford, theUniversity of
Connecticut would keep play-
ing basketball and hockey at the
newly-renovated PeoplesBank
Arenathroughthespringof2031,
under an agreement that is close
tobeing signed.

A summary of the licensing
agreement — recently reviewed
bytheboardof theCapitalRegion
DevelopmentAuthority—callsfor
UConntoplayat leasteightmen’s
basketball games, sevenwomen’s
basketball games and fourmen’s
hockey games a season at the
16,000-seat venue.

The agreement — between

UConn and arena manager Oak
ViewGroup— includes a provi-
sion for a potential four-year
extension and for UConn to get
a portion of ticket revenue from
the ticket sales for newpremium
seatingcreatedinthe$145million
arenamakeover.

UConnsportscontestsareseen
asakeycomponentof thearena’s

businessgoingforward,alongside
an expanded roster of concerts.
These events are considered a
critical ingredient for improving
downtown vibrancy and provid-
ing a lift for restaurants, bars and
other entertainment businesses
inthe immediatedowntownarea.

Dealwould
keepUConn
teams in city
through ’31

UConn’s Tarris Reed Jr. shoots over DePaul defenders during the
first half of a game at PeoplesBank Arena on Jan. 10 in Hartford.
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By Josh Boak,
Aamer Madhani
and Will Weissert
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DAVOS, Switzerland—Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Thurs-
day inaugurated his Board of
Peace to leadeffortsatmaintain-
ingaceasefireinIsrael’swarwith
Hamas, insisting that “everyone
wants to be a part” of the body
hesaidcouldeventuallyrival the
UnitedNations— despitemany
U.S. allies opting not to partici-
pate.

In a speech at the World
EconomicForum,Trumpsought
to createmomentum for a proj-
ect to map out a future of the
war-tornGazaStripthathasbeen

overshadowedthisweek,firstby
his threats to seize Greenland,
then by a dramatic retreat from
thatpush.

The president’s policy rever-
salssurroundingtheterritorystill
reverberated Thursday, as lead-
ers of Denmark and Greenland
insisted that the island’s sover-
eigntywas non-negotiable after
Trump said he had agreedwith
theNATOchiefontheframework
of a future Arctic security deal
thatTrumpsaidwouldgrant the
U.S.“totalaccess”totheterritory.

Muchabout thepotentialdeal
remainedunclear, thoughTrump
said in a Fox Business interview
that “we’re going to have all the

InDavos, president
rolls out rival toUN
Trump’s desire for Greenland overshadowing
Board of Peace effort shunned bymost allies
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Apartments nixed
West Hartford rejects affordable housing
proposal near park. Connecticut, Page 3

Smith defends probe
Special counsel tells House panel he tried
to hold Trump accountable to law. Page 7

Save the date
Legendary coach Belichick, North Carolina
set to visit UConn on Nov. 7. Sports, Page 1

Oscar nods are out
Vampire epic“Sinners”breaks the record
with 16 award nominations. Living, Page 7
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